


A minister welcomes us informally
and we celebrate birthdays.

Happy birthday to you,

happy birthday to you,

happy birthday dear everyone,
happy birthday to you

Happy birthday to you,

to Jesus be true,

may God’s gracious blessings
be showered on you.

Processional Hymn

Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Come and worship

Christ, the new-born King:
Come and worship, worship
Christ the new-born King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light:

Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar:

seek the great Desire of Nations;
ye have seen his natal star:




Saints before the altar bending
watching long in hope and fear
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear:

Though an infant now we view him,
he shall fill his Father's throne,
gather all the nations to him;

every knee shall then bow down:

The Greeting
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Today we recall the holy day on which he was presented
in the temple, fulfilling the law of Moses, and revealed as the light of
all people.

The Blessing of Candles
Unlit candles are held up.

Let us pray.

God our Father, source of all light, today you revealed to

Simeon and Anna your light of revelation to the nations.

Bless and sanctify these candles that as we use them at church and
home, they may be for us a visible reminder of the true light who
enlightens everyone. Grant this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Confession
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ:

‘I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me shall never walk

in darkness but shall have the light of life.’
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Let us therefore bring our sins into his light
and confess them in penitence and faith.

Gracious God, we confess

that we have not loved

you with all our heart.

We have not cared for others as ourselves.

In your great mercy, forgive our sins

and help us to lead a new life in your service. Amen.

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise

To God be the glory, all glory in the highest

and peace to his people who dwell here below.
Our heav'nly Father, our Lord, and our sov'reign,
to you, the Almighty, our praises bestow.

We worship and adore you,

we bow here before you

with grateful thanksgiving, our song let us raise.
All glory and honour and glad adoration

to God in the highest, hosanna and praise.

Lord Jesus, the only begotten of the Father

we praise and we bless you, the Son and the Lamb.
The sin of the world you have taken upon you,
have mercy upon us, the Great | AM.

For holy, you meet us,

yet lowly you greet us,

the Lord in the highest,

the Holy One.

All glory to the Father, the Son and the Spirit,
from ages everlasting, the Three in One.
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Collect

Lord Jesus Christ,

light of the nations and glory of Israel:
make your home among us,

and present us pure and holy

to your heavenly Father,

your God, and our God. Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

Lord, speak to us

that we may hear your word.
Move among us

that we may behold your glory.
Open our hearts

that we may respond to your love.

Gospel Reading
A dramatized telling of Luke 2:22-40
The Presentation of Christ at the Temple.

Opening up God’s Word

Statement of Faith We stand to declare our faith.

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen



Prayers of Intercession

At the end we say,

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for

the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace

In the tender mercy of our God,

the dayspring from on high has broken upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness

and the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
Light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts,

shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church
gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.



Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
Walls made of living stone.

Many the gifts, many the people,
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
Making your kingdom come.

Taking of the Bread and Wine

Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous;
accept the gifts we bring before you

and grant that Christ may shine in us

to the praise and glory of your name.

Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Why is it right to give thanks and praise?

Listen, and we will hear.



And now we give you thanks

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who shares your eternal splendour

and was presented in the Temple.

He was revealed by the Spirit as the glory of Israel,
that all peoples might find him,

the light of the world.

Therefore, we rejoice and glorify your name
that we, too, have seen your salvation

and join with angels and archangels

in their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord,
Holy is the Lord God Almighty.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.
Holy is the Lord God Almighty.
Who was and is and is to come,
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.

Please sit.

We thank you, loving Father,

because, when we turned away,

you sent Jesus, your Son.

He gave his life for us on the cross

and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit

that these gifts of bread and wine

may be for us Christ's body and his blood.

Why do we share this bread and wine?
Listen, and we will hear.



On the night before he died,

when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it,

and shared it with his disciples, saying:

‘This is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me."

Bells are rung.

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine,

gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying:

‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the
forgiveness of sins.'

Do this to remember me.'

Bells are rung.

So Father, with this bread and this cup

we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.
As you feed us with these gifts,

send your Holy Spirit,

and change us more and more

to be like Jesus our Saviour.

How do we follow Jesus Christ?
Listen, and we will hear.

Help us, Father, to love one another,
as we look forward to that day
when suffering is ended,

and all creation is gathered

in your loving arms.

And now with St George, St John, and all your saints
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ,

in the strength of the Spirit,

today and for ever.

Amen.



The Lord's Prayer
Trusting the promises of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin
against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.

The Communion

All are warmly invited to come forward when indicated to receive the
bread and wine or a prayer of blessing.

Authorised words of distribution are used and the communicant

replies—Amen.
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Communion Hymns
Faithful vigil ended,
watching, waiting cease;
Master, grant your servant
his discharge in peace.

All the Spirit promised,
all the Father willed,
now these eyes behold it
perfectly fulfilled.

This your great deliv'rance
sets your people free;
Christ their light uplifted
all the nations see.

Christ, your people's glory!
Watching, doubting cease,
grant to us your servants
our discharge in peace.

Taizé Chant based on Psalm 27
The Lord is my light,

my light and salvation:

in God | trust,

in God | trust.

(Repeated.)

Post Communion Prayer

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna,

who lived to welcome the Messiah:

may we, who have received these holy gifts beyond words,
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when

he comes to bring us to eternal life;

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen.
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Notices

Hymn
During which candles are lit and the altar party processes to the font.

Colours of day dawn into the mind,

the sun has come up, the night is behind.

Go down in the city, into the street,

and let's give the message to the people we meet.

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,
open the door, let Jesus return,

take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow,
tell the people of Jesus, let his love show.

Go through the park, on into the town;

the sun still shines on, it never goes down.
The light of the world is risen again;

the people of darkness are needing our friend.

Open your eyes, look into the sky,
the darkness has come, the sun came to die.
The evening draws on, the sun disappears,

But Jesus is living, his Spirit is near.

All turn to face the font.
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Closing Liturgy for Candlemas

Blessing

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will:
And the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Final Responsory

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration
of the Saviour’s birth.

Help us, in whom he has been born,

to live his life that has no end.

Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise.
Help us, who have received the bread of life,
to be thankful for your gift.

Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna.
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple,
to trust in your eternal promises.

Here we have greeted the light of the world.
Help us, who extinguish these candles,
never to forsake the light of Christ within us.

(Candles are extinguished)

Here we stand near the place of baptism.
Help us, who are marked with the cross,
to share the Lord’s death and resurrection.

Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion.
Help us, for whom Lent is near,
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery.

Here we bless one another in your name.
Help us, who now go in peace,

to shine with your light in the world.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Luke 2. 22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Mo-
ses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as
it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be desig-
nated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to
what is stated in the law of the Lord,

“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the re-
demption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God
was upon him.
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Candlemas Sonnet by Malcom Guite

They came, as called, according to the Law.
Though they were poor and had to keep things simple,
They moved in grace, in quietness, in awe,

For God was coming with them to His temple.
Amidst the outer court’s commercial bustle
They’d waited hours, enduring shouts and shoves,
Buyers and sellers, sensing one more hustle,

Had made a killing on the two young doves.

They come at last with us to Candlemas

And keep the day the prophecies came true

We glimpse with them, amidst our busyness,

The peace that Simeon and Anna knew.

For Candlemas still keeps His kindled light,
Against the dark our Saviour’s face is bright.
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http://audioboo.fm/boos/640084-candlemas
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