Notices
Tuesday 21st June - St George’s Friendship Group
2pm in the LMR. Tea and chat with a focus on the
Queen and her Jubilees, everyone is invited to
bring along any royal memorabilia. All welcome.
26th June - Summer Serenade at 3pm in
St George’s Church. Strings, strawberries and
song! The tenth annual St George’s summer
afternoon concert, with Pimms and strawberries
during the interval and a royal jubilee year finale.
Tickets £10 available after St G’s 9.30am service
this Sunday, from church office, reserve on 01635
45978, or pay at door.
‘Tales of a Country Parish’ with author and priest
Colin Heber-Percy. St John’s, 1 July at 7.30pm.

'A Climate Crisis Campfire Tale'. A spellbinding
evening of Poetry, Art and Afro-Jazz in St John's,
8 July at 7.30pm. Tickets £5.00
3rd July 6pm Holy Communion at St G’s - Tom and
Emma Moffatt warmly invite you to celebrate with
them 50 years of ordained ministry at this special
service. All welcome. Drinks after in the vicarage
garden.
St George’s Holiday Club is back!
25th - 27th July, 10am - 12pm. Open to children in
Years 2-4. Please contact the office to book a place,
or to volunteer help on the days.
Key contacts

19th June 2022
First Sunday after Trinity
‘Jesus didn't come to make us Christian. Jesus came
to make us fully human’ wrote the Dutch author,
Hans Rookmaaker. It’s a provocative and beautiful
thought which—quite literally—would take a
(human) lifetime to unpack; what makes us human,
and how can we become more so?
The gospel reading, familiar to many of us, asks
something about this idea. We may feel uncomfortable in the 21st century speaking of demons and posession, or you may have space in your worldview for
that, but either way I think there are profound
subtleties under the vivid surface. The man is
‘demonised’—as many are today—banished to the
edge of town - looked upon with fear and suspicion,
his description is something less than human. In a
land under Roman occupation, the name ‘Legion’
also has very pertinent ring, and we may ponder
what trauma has led to this person’s rejection. It is
into this space that Jesus reveals the kingdom, first
by simply talking, acknowledging, offering dignity;
and then restoring—re-humanising. But the final
note reveals another response—the villagers’ resistance, maybe its easier to keep others on the edge
rather than face the challenge of St. Irenaeus’ words;
“the Glory of God is a human being fully alive”
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Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St J’s.
Sunday, 26 June - Second Sunday after Trinity
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 19th June 2022
The Collect
God of truth,
help us to keep your law of love
and to walk in ways of wisdom,
that we may find true life
in Jesus Christ your Son.
Amen
First reading: Galatians 3. 23-29
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and
guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian
until Christ came, so that we might be justified by
faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are
all children of God through faith. As many of you as
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to the promise.
Gospel reading: Luke 8. 26-39
Then they arrived at the country of the
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped
out on land, a man of the city who had demons met
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he
did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw
Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top
of his voice, ‘What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment
me’— for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to
come out of the man. (For many times it had seized
him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains
and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked
him, ‘What is your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; for many
demons had entered him. They begged him not to
order them to go back into the abyss.
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was
feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them
enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine,
and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and was drowned.
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they
ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then
people came out to see what had happened, and
when they came to Jesus, they found the man from
whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one
who had been possessed by demons had been
healed.
cont...

Gospel cont.

Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and
returned. The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, ‘Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.’ So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had
done for him.

Post Communion
Eternal Father,
we thank you for nourishing us
with these heavenly gifts:
may our communion strengthen us in faith,
build us up in hope,
and make us grow in love;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the
permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.
In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

