
5th June 2022 
The Feast of Pentecost 
Platinum Jubilee celebration

“It is only as a unity in diversity that the Christian 
community will become an inviting community in a 
society which is otherwise uniform. Creation is  
motley and diverse, and the new creation even more 
so.” Jurgen Moltmann’s comment on the life of the 
Holy Spirit seems appropriate as I sit today trying to 
somehow weave the feast of Pentecost with the  
celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee.  
We are reminded this weekend of how much history 
and change can take place in 70 years - yet a mere 
breath in the history of the planet and her creatures. 
But ‘mere breathes’ are what we need to continue 
living, each moment carries the potential for hope or 
destruction, care or indifference. Each breath 
matters.  
And each breath carries something of the breath of 
God, the Spirit dancing, evoking, calling us to  
become more fully human - as Jesus always invited 
us. The Queen’s Jubilee reflects the vast changes we 
have all witnessed through this time, and delights in 
that endless diversity that enriches our culture and 
communities. May we all - as children of God - be 
inspired to celebrate the unity in our diversity.  

 
Flower Festival at St G’s The church will be open 
across the long Jubilee weekend, with displays  
covering many of the events that have taken place 
throughout the Queen’s 70 years on the throne.  
Please invite your friends and neighbours.  
All welcome. 
 

Sunday 5th June - Jubilee celebrations  
11am an outdoor service of thanksgiving will be 
held at St G’s main carpark - all welcome 
12 noon A ‘street party’ in the car park.  Open to 
all, no need to book. Bring your own picnic - hot 
drinks and cakes provided - sing-a-long to tunes 
from the past 70 years - entertainment for children 
- dress in red, and blue or something regal - prize 
for the best homemade crown! 
 

Sunday 12th June - Benefice Evensong at St John’s 
at 6.30pm, marking the Queen’s Jubilee. 
 

‘Tales of a Country Parish’ with author and priest 
Colin Heber-Percy. St John’s, 1 July at 7.30pm. 
'A Climate Crisis Campfire Tale'. A spellbinding 
evening of Poetry, Art and Afro-Jazz in St John's,  
8 July at 7.30pm. Tickets £5.00  

 

Advanced notice - Holiday Club at St George’s July 
25-27, 10am – 12pm. Priority to Years 2-4.  
Open to children across the Benefice. More details 
after Half Term. 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk  

 

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk  

 

Associate Priest (part-time)  
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
  

For all other contacts please see the website:  
Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Key contacts

Please join us at 10.00am for our livestreamed  
worship this week from St John’s on YouTube  - 
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom, 
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s 
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St G’s. 
Sunday, 12 June - Trinity Sunday 
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion 
and 9.30am Parish Communion  
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 
  

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj


Readings for Sunday, 5th June 2022 
 
The Collect 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

First reading: Acts 2.1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all to-
gether in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them  
ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language?   
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Lib-
ya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - in our own lan-
guages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’ But  
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jeru-
salem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, 
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.”.   

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with 
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, 
together with prayer intentions for the week for our 
benefice, the local community and the wider world. 
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office 
but please note that this must be done with the  
permission of the named person.  

Gospel reading:  John 14. 8-17 
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that 
I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Fa-
ther who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 
not, then believe me because of the works them-
selves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And 
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advo-
cate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 

Post Communion 
Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday) 
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower 
side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week. 
 

Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the 
quietness of these sacred spaces.  

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front 
of this newsletter. 


