Notices

Flower Festival at St George’s—The church will be
open across the long Jubilee weekend, with displays covering many of the events that have taken
place throughout the Queen’s 70 years on the
throne. All welcome.
Jubilee celebrations on 5 June —an outdoor service of thanksgiving will be held at St George’s, followed by a ‘street party’ in the car park. Open to
all in the community and across the benefice. Bring
picnic food. Hot drinks and cakes supplied.
Benefice Evensong at St John’s 12 June 6pm,
marking the Queen’s Jubilee.
‘Tales of a Country Parish’ with author and priest
Colin Heber-Percy, Stories and insights from the
lockdown year. St John’s, 1 July at 7.30pm.
'A Climate Crisis Campfire Tale'.
Storyteller and poet Steve Wallis, artist Isabel Carmona and Afro-Jazz group Limpopo Groove will
present a spellbinding evening in St John's, 8 July
7.30pm. Tickets £5.00
Advanced notice—Holiday Club at St George’s July
25-27, 10am – 12pm. Priority to Years 2-4. Open
to children across the Benefice. More details after
Half Term.
Key contacts

29th May 2022
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
The Sunday after Ascension Day
Today’s Gospel comes at the end of Jesus’ long
prayer in the upper room on the night before he
died. It is a prayer of intimacy with the Father where
barriers between humanity and divinity become
blurred, blended, gathered up and embraced within
God’s love which generates and enables relationship.
As Jesus’ prayer concludes he intercedes for the
unity of those who will continue the work of the
incarnation, a unity of oneness through him and in
him. It’s known as the high priestly prayer as Jesus
elevates earth to heaven and connects heaven to
earth. Jesus intercedes for us—he prays for us. Here
is the gracious love of God at the heart of everything; here is the point of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost, and here is the inspiration and energy of the
Church— reconciliation, healing, new life.

Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249

Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994

Sunday Worship Online

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Please join us at 10.00am for our livestreamed
worship this week from St John’s on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

07919 207137

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday at St George’s
NO Morning prayer on Thursday or Friday this week.
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Thursday No Eucharist at 2pm at St George’s
No Contemplative Prayer
Sunday, 5 June - Pentecost
St George’s at 9.00am - Said Holy Communion
and 11.00am Outdoor Service of Thanksgiving
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 29th May 2022
The Collect
Risen, ascended Lord,
as we rejoice at your triumph,
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin
may find forgiveness and know your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen
First reading: Acts 16. 16-34
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we
met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and
brought her owners a great deal of money by
fortune-telling. While she followed Paul and us, she
would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the Most High
God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ She
kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it
came out that very hour.
But when her owners saw that their hope of making
money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the market-place before the
authorities. When they had brought them before the
magistrates, they said, ‘These men are disturbing our
city; they are Jews and are advocating customs that
are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe.’ The crowd joined in attacking them, and the
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and
ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had
given them a severe flogging, they threw them into
prison and ordered the jailer to keep them
securely. Following these instructions, he put them in
the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the
stocks.
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer
woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he
supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul
shouted in a loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we
are all here.’ The jailer called for lights, and rushing in,
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he
brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.’ They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to
all who were in his house. At the same hour of the
night he took them and washed their wounds; then
he and his entire family were baptized without
delay. He brought them up into the house and set
food before them; and he and his entire household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

Gospel reading: John 17. 20-end
‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf
of those who will believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in
me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. The
glory that you have given me I have given them, so
that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and
you in me, that they may become completely one, so
that the world may know that you have sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I
desire that those also, whom you have given me, may
be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you
have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.
Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I
know you; and these know that you have sent me. I
made your name known to them, and I will make it
known, so that the love with which you have loved
me may be in them, and I in them.’

Post Communion
Eternal God, giver of love and power,
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world
to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission,
and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the
permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

