Notices

Benefice office is closed from 20 - 31 May.
Messages will be picked up.
St George's PCC meets on 24th May.
Ascension Day services Thursday, 26 May at
7.30pm. Services will be held at both St George's
and St John’s
Flower Festival at St G’s The church will be open
across the long Jubilee weekend, with displays
covering many of the events that have taken place
throughout the Queen’s 70 years on the throne.
All welcome.

Jubilee celebrations —an outdoor service of
thanksgiving will be held at St G’s at 11am,
followed by a ‘street party’ in the car park at 12.
Open to all in the community. Bring a picnic, there
will be seating, hot drinks and cakes, a sing-a-long
and games for the children.
Calling all bakers! If you are able to make a cake
(ideally something quintessentially British!) for
St G’s Street Party, please deliver to the kitchen
opposite the church office before 5th June.
Benefice Evensong at St John’s 12 June 6pm,
marking the Queen’s Jubilee.
Oberammergau—please hold in your prayers all
who depart on Friday on this Benefice Pilgrimage.
Key contacts
Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249

Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

22nd May 2022
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Both readings this week focus on the generosity of
the love of God. The disabled man is healed even
though he seems to exhibit no ‘faith’ - and precious
little desire for healing either!
In the reading from Acts Paul encounters Lydia, a
Gentile worshipper of God, and comes to see just
how wide and all-encompassing God’s generosity is a love for all people, even Gentile women. The detail
of him sitting with these women as they prayed, and
then accepting their hospitality reveals the worldchanging implications of the resurrection of Christ
with barriers taken down to relationship with God
and one another.
In a time when social divides are increasing, and
many are feeling left behind and of no worth, our
readings remind us that the church was founded
after Easter on a new vision of inclusion and mercy
inspired by the graciousness of the ‘go-between’
God. There are no ‘deserving’ or ‘undeserving’, only
the injunction to act with compassion.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10.00am for our livestreamed
worship this week from St John’s on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Upcoming services this week

07919 207137

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer NOT THIS WEEK.
Ascension Day Services Thurs, 7.30pm at St George’s
and St John’s
Sunday, 29 May - Sunday after Ascension
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 22nd May 2022
The Collect
Risen Christ,
by the lakeside you renewed your call to
your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command
and draw the nations to the fire of your love,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Gospel cont.

Post Communion
God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ
gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns,
now and for ever.

Amen
First reading: Acts 16. 9-15
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man
of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come
over to Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen
the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us
to proclaim the good news to them.
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from
there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained
in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we
went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down
and spoke to the women who had gathered there.
A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God,
was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira
and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her
heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.
When she and her household were baptized, she
urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she
prevailed upon us.
Gospel reading: John 5.1-9
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem.
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool,
called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many disabled people —blind, lame,
and paralysed. One man was there who had been ill
for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said
to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man
answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the
pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am
making my way, someone else steps down ahead of
me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and
walk.’ At once the man was made well, and he took
up his mat and began to walk.
Now that day was a sabbath.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the
permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

