Notices
Friendship Group Tuesday 17th May at 2pm in St
George's large meeting room. What did we used to
do before television? Play board games! All
welcome for an afternoon of games.
Listening skills course - Saturday 21st May from
10am - 12.30pm in St George’s Church. Open to all.
Just turn up, no need to book.
Ascension Day services Thursday, 26 May at
7.30pm.
Christian Aid Week begins this Sunday, red
envelopes will be available in church for the two
Sundays, for people that will not receive one
through their door. If you would still like to deliver
some, please contact David Oats.
Flower Festival at St G’s The church will be open
across the long Jubilee weekend, with displays
covering many of the events that have taken place
throughout the Queen’s 70 years on the throne.
All welcome.
Jubilee celebrations —an outdoor service of
thanksgiving will be held at 11am at St G’s, followed by a bring your own picnic ‘street party’ in
the car park area outside the hall. Hot drinks and
cakes supplied, as well as children’s games and
entertainment. Open to all in the community.
Key contacts

15th May 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter
It’s hard for us to catch the enormity of what is
happening to Peter in Sunday’s reading from Acts.
It’s a turning point not just for Peter but for the
whole story of the early Church, and yet it is not a
reading in anyone’s top ten of well-known Bible
Passages - not helped by the fact that the story is
rather weird and appears to be concerned with
things of no interest to us. But you can tell how
important the story is to Luke the author of Acts by
how much space he devotes to it - two whole
chapters, with the story told twice from different
perspectives.
In the vision Peter has of a great sheet being lowered
from heaven full of animals (specifically the type of
animals listed in his holy Scriptures as being impure
and not to be eaten by God’s people) he comes to
see the universality of God’s purposes and the
equality and inclusion of all people in Christ.
Distinctive food rules and rites such as circumcision
were no longer to be a distinctive identity marker of
the righteous because ‘Jesus Christ is Lord of all’ as
Peter puts it elsewhere. A new commandment which
sublimates and fulfils all others is Easter’s good news
for the whole world. We are reminded of this in our
Gospel reading - ‘I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another… By this everyone will
know you are my disciples.’
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Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St J’s.
Sunday, 22 May - Sixth Sunday of Easter (Rogation)
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Gospel cont.

Readings for Sunday, 15th May 2022

I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should
love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.’

The Collect
Risen Christ,
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen
First reading: Acts 11.1-18
Now the apostles and the believers who were in
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,
the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step
by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and
in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a
large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered
by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I
looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts
of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a
voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But I
replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a second
time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has
made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened three times; then everything was pulled up
again to heaven. At that very moment three men,
sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not
to make a distinction between them and us. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel
standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will
be saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he
had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them
the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?’ When they heard this, they were silenced. And
they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to
the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’
Gospel reading: John 13. 31-35
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at
once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I
say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.”
cont...

Post Communion
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth,
and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the
permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

