
8th May 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Standing in the possibility-filled sunlight outside of  
St John’s this morning, Stephen and I were encour-
aged by a passer-by thanking us for wildflower 
‘Teardrop for Ukraine’ in the garden. She said it filled 
her with a sense of hope and delight each day she 
passed, and had been inspired to plant with similar 
intention in her own garden; a prompt for solidarity 
and compassion with those suffering right now.  
It’s often in the simple things, the small sparks of 
imagination and creativity which draw us together, 
which hold the thoughts that are hard to define, and  
remind us of our  shared humanity. 
I’m touched always by the story from Acts of Tabitha 
the creative, caring, and capable maker of clothes 
and tunics. We hear in her community’s grief the 
weight of love with which they held her. We don’t 
know the details, maybe she was one of those cata-
lysts of the community, an activist, a party host. But 
we observe in the simple shared humanity; in craft, 
creativity and care that she made a huge impact on 
those around her - a presence of God. As Spring 
(finally) finds it’s step, may we savour the most  
tender opportunities and treasure the gift of life. 

 
Festival Service at St John's, this Sunday at 6pm. 
We are delighted to be collaborating with Newbury 
Spring Festival for a Communion set to the ‘Mass in 
G minor’ by Ralph Vaughan Williams, sung by  
The Carice Singers. Please do join us on this  
special occasion. 
  

St John’s Ladies Fellowship Tuesday 10 May, 2pm. 
Visit to the National Needlework Archive at  
Greenham Park.  £12.00 includes all the Exhibitions 
plus tea and cake.  Any queries to Jenny Griffiths on 
01635 41475. 
 

Thursday 12 May at 11am at St George’s Church. 
Newbury Spring Festival Talk by Professor Jeremey 
Summerly  “From Hedgerow to Pew” the story of 
Vaughan Williams and The English Hymnal. Call 
0845 5218 218 for tickets. £10. 
 
COINS quiz in St George’s Hall on 14th May. There 
are spaces if anyone would like to enter as a team. 
£5 per person. Contact 0118 971 2242. 
 

Listening skills course - Saturday 21st May from 
10am—12.30pm in St George’s Church. Please 
keep the date free, more details to follow. 
 

Ascension Day services Thursday, 26 May at 
7.30pm. Services will be held at both St George's 
and St John’s 
 

Flower Festival at St G’s The church will be open 
across the long Jubilee weekend, with displays  
covering many of the events that have taken place 
throughout the Queen’s 70 years on the throne.  
All welcome. 
 

Jubilee celebrations —an outdoor service of 
thanksgiving will be held at St G’s, followed by a 
‘street party’ in the car park.  Open to all in the 
community– more details to follow. Please join us at 10.00am for our livestreamed  

worship this week from St John’s on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom, 
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s 
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm. 
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St G’s. 
Sunday, 15th May - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion 
and 9.30am Parish Communion  
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGKqxOJbTvBMwz34lBZBoZQ


Readings for Sunday, 8th May 2022 
 
The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

First reading: Acts 9.36-end 
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was 
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to 
good works and acts of charity. At that time she  
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they 
laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near  
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, 
sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come 
to us without delay.’ So Peter got up and went with 
them; and when he arrived, they took him to the 
room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, 
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put 
all of them outside, and then he knelt down and 
prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get 
up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she 
sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then 
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be 
alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and 
many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in 
Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.   
 

Gospel reading:  John 10. 22-30 
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place 
in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in 
the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews 
gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will 
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell 
us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you 
do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 
name testify to me; but you do not believe, because 
you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my 
voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will 
snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has  
given me is greater than all else, and no one can 
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I 
are one.’   
 

Post Communion 
Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the  
good shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life  
and rise again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with 
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, 
together with prayer intentions for the week for our 
benefice, the local community and the wider world. 
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office 
but please note that this must be done with the permis-
sion of the named person.  

 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday) 
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower 
side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week. 
 

Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the 
quietness of these sacred spaces.  

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front 
of this newsletter. 

Key contacts

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk  

 

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk  

 

Associate Priest (part-time)  
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
  

For all other contacts please see the website:  
Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 


