Notices

St John’s APCM is on Thursday, 5 May at 7.30pm.
Festival Service at St John's next Sunday 8th May
at 6pm. We are delighted to be collaborating with
Newbury Spring Festival for a Communion set to
the ‘Mass in G’ by Ralph Vaughan Williams, sung by
The Clarice Singers. Please do join us on this special
occasion.
Listening skills course - Saturday 21st May from
10am—12.30pm in St George’s Church. Please
keep the date free, more details to follow.
Ascension Day services Thursday, 26 May at
7.30pm. Services will be held at both St George's
and St John’s
Flower Festival at St G’s The church will be open
across the long Jubilee weekend, with displays
covering many of the events that have taken place
throughout the Queen’s 70 years on the throne.
All welcome.
Jubilee celebrations —an outdoor service of
thanksgiving will be held at St G’s, followed by a
‘street party’ in the car park. Open to all in the
community– more details to follow.
Benefice Evensong at St John’s 12 June 6pm,
marking the Queen’s Jubilee.
Key contacts
Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249

Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994

1st May 2022
The readings this week offer a table of riches to feast
upon. The drama of Paul, the upturning of his life as
he hits the ground bathed in unspeakable, blinding,
light; the impromptu beach party with the unrecognisable Jesus; the mirroring of so many earlier gospel
stories (fish, nets, follow); and finally the tender, persistent and uncomfortable reconciliation with Peter.
The beach episode, the third visitation from the
Risen Jesus we are told, acts as a bridge between the
frightened women and men waiting, bereft, in an
upper room - and the early sparks of a new strengthened community which would soon discover the
strength to “go into all the world…” with all that this
would entail. This bridge between the two images of
the early church, takes the form of a party; a gathering of friends, a sharing of stories, a remembrance of
sorts, savouring all they have already shared. In the
fireside sharing of laughter, food and hospitality the
bonds grow stronger. But the final unspoken
challenge which must be addresses is trust. Can this
community carry the trust which is bestowed upon
it, as Jesus prepares to depart? For Peter this is the
difficult part - but also the most affirming. For the
church today the same challenge still interrogates us.
Sunday Worship Online

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Please join us at 10.00am for our livestreamed
worship this week from St John’s on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

07919 207137

Upcoming services this week

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St G’s.
Sunday, 8 May - Fourth Sunday of Easter
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 1st May 2022
The Collect
Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen
First reading: Acts 9.1-6
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to
the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound
to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came,
‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are
to do.’

Gospel cont.

This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to
the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more
than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A
second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my
sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he
said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my
sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger,
you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever
you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to
go.’ (He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God.) After this he said to
him, ‘Follow me.’

Gospel reading: John 21. 1-19
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others
of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going
fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they
caught nothing.

Post Communion
Living God, your Son made himself known to his
disciples in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you
as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They
answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. That disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the
lake. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the
land, only about a hundred yards off.

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the permission of the named person.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire
there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them,
‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore,
full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them;
and though there were so many, the net was not
torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are
you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came
and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the
same with the fish.
cont...

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am-1.00pm, and many other times in the week.

Prayers for the week

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)

Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.
In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

