Notices

Lent lunch in aid of Christian Aid on 8 April at
12.30 at St George’s. No need to book.
Organ Recital - Christopher Sears, the organist at
St John's, is giving a recital at St Nicolas Church on
Thursday 14th April, 1.10pm - 2pm. All welcome.
Holy Week Services
Monday - Wednesday 7.30pm worship at St
George’s.
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion 2pm at St George’s and 7.30pm
at St George’s and St John’s with footwashing.

Good Friday 10am Easter Garden all-age service,
and 2pm Last Hour at St George’s; 12-3pm Vigil at
St John’s.
Christians Together in the Newbury Area (CTNA) is
hosting a daily time of prayer at St Nics Church
Monday to Friday from 12.30pm to 1.30pm from
now until Easter Day, for anyone who wishes to
come and pray or spend a moment in quiet for
Ukraine. At 1.00pm someone will lead some
simple, spoken prayers from the front for approximately 10 minutes. There is also a new public
Facebook Group “Newbury prays for Ukraine”
which is available for people to post how they have
been praying or to offer support to Ukraine. The
link is here Newbury Prays for Ukraine.
Key contacts

3rd April 2022
Passion Sunday - Fifth of Lent
‘Passion’ is an interesting word; we know it and use
it regularly to express romantic love or desire,
involvement in a cause, love of an artform, or support of a football team. In religious circles we hear of
people having a ‘passionate faith.’ But the Latin
origin, ‘Passio’ stems from the meaning ‘to suffer,
bear, endure’, (word ‘patient’ comes from here too).
We’re reaching the end of Lent. Our faces turn with
Christ towards Jerusalem, and we suspect, (much
like he did), that things aren't likely to turn out well.
Jesus’ teaching of justice, equality and love for all under the umbrella of ‘the kingdom’ - will, we begin
to realise, ask more of us than simply delight.
“It seems to me, that if we love, we grieve. That's the
deal. That's the pact. Grief and love are forever intertwined,” writes Nick Cave. Mary’s act of passion
speaks of such broken beauty; the perfumed fragrance fills the whole room, drawing those present
to recognise their own passions beyond the realm of
words and even logic; fears, desires and contradictions (‘the poor’ reference exposing everyday indifference). To love is to suffer with. It is to step outside of our own protective borders, to be exposed,
to share passion— it’s the odd, beautiful, broken
mystery of God’s commonwealth.
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Please join us at 9.30am for our livestreamed
worship this week from St George’s on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj

07919 207137

Upcoming services this week

Sunday Worship Online

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St G’s.
Sunday, 10 April, Palm Sunday
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.00am Procession and Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 3rd April 2022

The Collect
Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: Isaiah 43. 16-21
Thus says the Lord,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honour me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.
Gospel reading: John 12. 1-8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to
Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him.
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the
table with him. Mary took a pound of costly
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled
with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was
about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money
given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief;
he kept the common purse and used to steal what
was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of
my burial. You always have the poor with you, but
you do not always have me.’

Post Communion
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our
brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

