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From the desk
of the editors
Sitting writing this on what has been the first sunny day where
I’ve felt inspired to spend time in the garden gives me hope for
so many reasons, but also comes on a weekend when there is
so much awful news coming out of Ukraine. It is hard to know
what the situation will be by the time you are reading this, but I
can only hope and pray that peace is found for all those caught
up in the conflict.
After receiving a positive response to the Christmas edition of
The Wash Commoner, the magazine will for the moment be
published 3 times a year - we don’t believe there is the appetite
for returning to 10 issues as were produced previously, nor do
we have the volunteers to make that happen.
We have been delighted with the response from all those local
business who have supported the magazine in this issue, please
continue to consider them and let them know that you saw their
name in the magazine!
We live in a thriving community, with so many local groups
organising events, many of which are featured in these pages.
Hopefully there’s something here for everyone!
Alex and Morgan

Published by: Parish Church of St George the Martyr, Wash Common, Newbury, www.st-george-newbury.org.uk
Editors: Alex Brown & Morgan O’Kennedy, magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk or 01635 41249
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All views expressed in The Wash Commoner are the views of the author of the relevant article and not of St George’s
Church. The placement of any advert should not imply a recommendation by St George’s Church.

2

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022

Contents

Looking out for each other

From the desk of the editors

2

Looking out for each other

3

No street party? No problem!

5

Light a candle for world peace

6

St George’s Pilgrimage

7

SustainHUBle Eco Market

8

The life of bees – part one

9

Newbury Shopmobility

10

Falkland Primary School

11

St George’s
Social Events 2022

12

The Bowlers Arms –
serving the community

13

The Monday Meet

15

Falkland Cricket Club

16

Wash Common Scouts

19

The Wash Common Show

21

Wash Common Library

23

Recipe Exchange

24

Greenham Control Tower

25

Gardeners’ Delight

26

Falkland Surgery news

33

Wash Common Community
Festival

35

St George’s Church

37

Useful numbers

38

St George’s Centre

39

St George’s Easter Services

40

The spring and summer of 2022 may well be remembered
for many things, both good and bad, but one reason for great
celebration, and something to look forward to, is of course the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in June.
It will be good to have something to celebrate at last!
The last few years have been difficult for all of us, and very
difficult for some, but I know that one of the heartening things
which stood out was the way people on Wash Common looked
out for their neighbour. As I telephoned people I know who live
alone, I was struck by the same response each time, ‘Oh, I’m
OK. I have good neighbours who make sure I’m OK.’
I have been equally impressed and heartened by the response
we have seen, in Poland and Hungary especially, to those
fleeing the Russian invasion of Ukraine. They are shown to be
generous, resourceful and creative in the ways they receive
and care for those in need.
This ‘looking out for each other’ is recognised throughout the
world not only as a deep human need but also a source of
wellbeing; not just for individuals but for communities also.
There is a Chinese proverb which goes,
“If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. If you want
happiness for a day, go fishing. If you want happiness for a
year, inherit a fortune. If you want happiness for a lifetime, help
somebody.”
An afternoon nap is certainly a wondrous event, though I’m
not sure about a day’s fishing! But that’s not the point is it. It’s
about what is lasting, what feeds the inner soul if you like.
Winston Churchill is attributed with the words, ‘We make a
living by what we get; we make a life by what we give.’
Leo Tolstoy goes further by saying, ‘The sole meaning of life is
to serve humanity.’
Service is perhaps the greatest attribute of Queen Elizabeth II.
On the occasion of her 21st birthday, Princess Elizabeth
as she was then, made a broadcast to the nations of the
Commonwealth in which she said,
‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be
long or short, shall be devoted to your service.’
A motto she has continued even when Queen. To be not one
who is served but one who serves. Not only has our Queen
served us with dedication for 70 years, but her life of service to
her people stands as a Christian lesson to us all. Jesus himself
said, ‘I am among you as one who serves.’
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Serving others is an act of giving oneself over to the other, sharing oneself with another. The
Apostle Paul reminds his hearers that ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20.35) and
we learn very early on in our life it is better to share what we have; not selfishly guarding our bag
of sweets, but to reach out to others to share for the benefit of others.
This is not just a valued social norm, not something we think is the right thing to do. Scientific
research provides compelling evidence that giving and serving others is a secret to a life that is
not only happier but healthier. There is a qualification to this though. It is not how much we give,
but how much love we put into that giving.
‘God so loved the world that he gave his only son….’
As Christians we can too easily become overwhelmed by the complexity and depth of our
Christian faith, and we can become confused by doctrine and theology, frustrated by the
seemingly endless disagreements, the slow pace of change in the church.
But the beautiful simplicity of our faith is that it distils down to the exact same bottom line for
both the brilliant theologian and the five-year-old child,
Love God, love and serve each other — period.

Love, Revd Terry Winrow

Easter Hope
That Easter should coincide with the arrival of Spring is a vivid and
daily reminder of this promise of hope. As Martin Luther put it, 'Our
Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books, but in every
leaf in springtime.'
At this very difficult time with so much suffering for so many people, I
pray that Easter will bring a deep sense of renewed hope and an unshakeable trust that God is with us bringing life from even the darkest
places.
You are warmly invited to come to any of the services or events we are offering this Easter.
Services are listed on the back cover.
God be with you.
Revd Becky Bevan,
Vicar St George's and St John's Newbury
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No Street Par ty? No problem!

Sunday 5 June
St George’s Church
flower festival

much more!
Outdoor Ser vice of Thanksgiving

begins at 11am

www.stg.stj.org.uk/jubilee
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Light a candle
for world peace
St George's Church
open daily
(except Monday)

9.30am - 2.30pm
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St George’s 2022 Pilgrimage heading for Bristol
Peter Wright has details of this year’s St George’s pilgrimage

This year’s pilgrimage will continue a journey we started a few years ago. Over various
summers, St George’s pilgrims have walked across the southern counties of England. This
year we should join up the dots and reach the fair city of Bristol.
The pilgrimage will take place over 4 days from Thursday 25 August to Sunday 28 August
- this is the Bank Holiday weekend, so for those who are working there is an extra day to
recover.
The plan is to travel northwards across Somerset from close to Sherborne on the Dorset/
Somerset border, heading for Bristol Cathedral. The overall distance will be about 45 miles
- an average of 11 miles a day should be easily attainable for anyone who is moderately
fit. However, straddling the route are the Mendip Hills, so there may be a few inclines to
traverse.
We will be staying in church and village halls, enjoying communal cooking and eating and
starting each day with a service in the local church. As well as enjoying the company of likeminded people, it will give pilgrims an opportunity to step back for a short while from the rush
of daily life.
The route is still being finalised but will probably go via Cadbury Castle, Castle Cary, Shepton
Mallet and Chew Magna. Most of the route will be open countryside and walkers will be
rewarded with lovely scenery.
On the Sunday the plan is to skirt round the south of Bristol before crossing the Clifton
Suspension Bridge and walking through the streets of Clifton en-route to the cathedral. Bristol
Cathedral dates back to the 12th century and is a fitting end to our pilgrimage.
If you are interested in sharing a four day combined walking and spiritual journey across a
lovely part of the West Country with a group of people, then please speak to Revd Becky
Bevan or the pilgrimage organiser Peter Wright (Tel 07770 968182) piwright@btinternet.com.

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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The SustainHUBle

TM

Eco Market

Wash Common

Last Thursday of the month
APRIL 28th
MAY 26th
JUNE 30th
JULY 28th
AUGUST 25th
Fresh Produce - Savouries - Pantry Refills
Fresh Organic Bread - Artisan Cheese
Household Refills - Locally Farmed Meat Products
Confectionary - Greeting Cards - Skincare
Homeware & Accessories - Gifts
Takeaway Refreshments

11am ~ 2pm
St Francis Parish Hall
Warren Rd, RG14 6NH
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The life of bees - Part One
Local beekeeper, Chris Barnes, introduces us to his bees
It was my love of Honey that drew me to bee keeping a few years ago and, in the days and
weeks spent researching the subject, I quickly learned how rewarding it could be and how
important they are. Like a lot of interests, at the beginning it can be bewildering: I can’t do it, I
don’t understand, it’s too complicated, what if I hurt them, what if I get stung more likely, what
ifs... what ifs; there are lots of them....
So I decided to enrol on an introductory course run over six
weeks by a local bee association to see if it was something
for me and quickly learned that it was. It’s a fascinating and
complex subject to learn about and harder to master but, like
many things, the longer you work at it the more experienced
you become and the more you understand.
My local association has a nursery apiary where you can get
hands on experience before you choose to buy a hive so its
really easy to pop along to see if its something you like. You’ll be
warmly welcomed wherever you choose and the first couple or
so visits are always without obligation or cost.
So I took the plunge and In my first year with one hive my bees
produced a total of 60 jars of the most amazing Honey I had
ever tried. What’s all the fuss about, there’s nothing to it and
with a smugness of beginner’s luck I looked forward to the
following spring and a new year with lots more fresh Honey.
They all died.
I had read books, taken advice from well stung and
seasoned keepers and tended the colony with the love
and devotion normally reserved for small cuddly four
legged pets. How could this happen? Well it does I’m
afraid, with disease and pesticide overuse becoming
too often the cause. However, with perseverance and
a continuing love of honey, I now have five hives I have
nurtured and managed to keep alive and healthy.
To see a new bee hatching is something quite
remarkable and given their precarious existence and
the continued loss of habitat and biodiversity anything
we can do to help will make a difference. You can help
by planting bee friendly flowers, plants or herbs in your
garden. They love Marjoram!
Greenham bees are on Facebook and instagram @
greenhambees

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Newbury Shopmobility
If you or someone you know has a temporary or a permanent mobility problem, you might
agree that getting around the town can be difficult particularly if you want to spend a couple
of hours shopping or meeting friends for a meal or a coffee.
Newbury Shopmobility is here to help. The scheme
which is run by the Volunteer Centre from Northbrook
Car Park, provides wheelchairs and scooters for
just £3.50 for the day. If you haven’t used an electric
scooter before then instruction is given. Joining the
scheme is simple, just take two forms of ID which
include your address. Its £12 to join for the year. And
remember, if you are using our equipment you can
park for free and you don’t have to be registered
disabled.
The scheme can be contacted on (01635) 523854 and
is open Monday to Saturday 10am to 3pm

https://www.volunteerwestberks.org.uk/
our-services/shopmobility/
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Falkland Primary School - Some Words From Year Six
Hello, our names are Chaitra, Bobby and Poppy and we would like to inform you about our year
so far.
Due to being split into three classes, we have been able
to learn more efficiently and have more fun. So far this
year we have done many different things including being
evacuated to Hungerford because our topic was World War
2, creating Mordor [of which we create a story on mystical
creatures escaping dark lord Sauron] and participating in
many events, like The Christmas Gift - by COINS.
On Sunday 6th March, we are going on a 6 day residential
trip to Rhos y Gwaliau where we learn about the
surrounding landscape and take part in many educational
activities such as gorge walking, mountain climbing, and
an abandoned slate mine exploring. These activities do no
harm, and we will be all about safety!

The Year 6 children at Rhos y Gwaliau

During P.E. we learn new and exciting sports and explore
deep into the art of skill building! Our PE teacher Mr
Haynes is very kind and can do all sports almost perfectly.
He educates us on how to pass, throw and kick all types of
equipment, and we enjoy it all so much! We get into a lot
of county finals because of his teaching, it helps us excel in
PE and in any tournaments.

Overall, our education, handwriting and skills have all blasted
through the roof, during our many English topics: semicolons
and colons, biographies, news reports , letters, diary entries
and character profiles. Thanks to our fabulous four teachers,
Miss Pattenden, Miss King, Mrs Abernathy and Mrs Noyce,
we have been able to extend out our educational ability.
During our extraordinary last year here at Falkland so far, our
fabulous art teacher Miss Hayward has taught us many art
skills to apply to our masterpieces, we have produced many
extravagant pieces of artwork just because of her. She has an
extraordinary talent at drawing!

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Sunday 5th June
Jubilee celebrations
Sunday 26th June
Summer Serenade
Sunday 10th July
Family BBQ at the Vicarage
Saturday 22nd October
Murder Mystery
December 11th December
Christmas Concert
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The Bowler’s Arms - serving the community
Richard Hayman is delighted to be up and running at Falkland Cricket Club
Opening in July 2021, the newly built Falkland Cricket Club Pavilion offers some of the best
cricket facilities in the area and is the home of The Bowler’s Arms, a private enterprise run by
Richard Hayman and his team.
Open 365 days of the year, The Bowler’s Arms is open to everyone, not just members and
cricketers, serving lunches and dinners daily along with a traditional roast on a Sunday.
In the heart of Wash Common. The all-new Bowler’s Arms provides a warm and comfortable
welcome, a choice of real ales, Sky and BT Sports as well as various sized rooms available for
private hire, usually with no room hire charge!
The ever-changing menu offers home cooked dishes such as Bangers and Mash with a
red onion gravy, Hunter’s Chicken, a vegan sweet potato and coconut curry, The Bowler’s
Cheeseburger and of course the famous Chicken & Peanut curry, served in a crisp basket! As
well as delicious home-made desserts like chocolate brownies and ice cream, and sticky toffee
pudding.
Whether it’s lunch for 20, a pint and bucket of chips or just a cappuccino, the Bowler’s Arms is
open all day, every day. Sit inside or out on one of the terraces overlooking the pitch.
Cricket is played every Saturday and most Sundays, with Berkshire playing many of their home
games on the ground too throughout the season. There is no entry fee, you don’t have to be a
member, you don’t even have to like to cricket!

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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The Monday Meet is a community group that meets monthly, every third Monday, at The
Bowler’s Arms. It is open to all to attend, with no booking required; feel free to come along.
At the most recent event, Erica Gassor of West Berkshire Homeless delivered a lively
presentation to the group, detailing the vital work that this voluntary organisation does to aid
the homeless within our community. A collection on the night raised £150 to aid the work of the
charity.
If you’d like to know more about their work or would like to support West Berkshire Homeless in
any way, please feel free to contact the charity directly via email on wbhomeless@gmail.com or
by phone on 07799 492 235.
The next event is scheduled for 21 March 2022. The speaker is John Kane, St George’s newly
appointed Director of Music. John, a professional musician and teacher, will talk about his life’s
journey with music and how he sees the arts as a bridge building and healing gift for all. Those
attending are welcome to meet from 8.00pm, with John’s talk due to begin at 8.30pm.
Future events are detailed below.
Date

Event

Speaker

21 March 2022

My journey with music

John Kane

18 April 2022

Informal gathering

None

16 May 2022

‘Christmas meal’

Thomas Forrester
Presenter – Bargain Hunt

20 June 2022

Thatcham Refillable

18 July 2022

Three Pubs Walk

August 2022

Summer recess

Tom Kirby
No meeting

If you’d like to be on the mailing list for future events, please email craigbrown1@hotmail.co.uk
who will add you to the group’s circulation list.
Equally, if you would like to present to the group or could recommend a speaker, please let Craig
know. He can be reached on the email above or by phone on 07880 360 360.

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Falkland Cricket Club:
Looking forward to a successful 2022
John Bolan has good reason to be optimistic
In the last two years those involved with Falkland CC have opened the new facilities at Falkland;
The Bowlers Arms, and Pavilion. Despite all of the Covid difficulties we managed to open the
new facilities when allowed, on 19th July 2021, and as well as playing cricket, there are already
many local community groups using the superb facilities.
The highlight of community involvement last year was the first Wash Common Community
Festival held on Saturday 11th September. The turnout for the Festival and Produce Show was
extraordinary with 2,500 people enjoying live music bands, local society stalls, food, community
groups and the Produce and Craft Show. It was a remarkable display of a community coming
together and we will be repeating the event this year on Saturday 10th September. We can only
hope for equally wonderful weather!
My grateful thanks go Julia Calvert of Wash Common Library Trust and Eugene Futcher of the 1st
Wash Common Scouts, for organising the event. If you have a local group, who would like a stall
at this year’s event, to promote your group, just come along with a gazebo and table. My guess
is, if you do not have either of these, we can find you one.
The other stand-out occasion was the 5th November Bonfire Night and Firework Display, when
4,500 locals were treated to a magnificent evening of fireworks. A big thank you to Wilson
Carlisle for organising the display, which will be held again this year.
In terms of cricket, players - young and old,
men and women, boys and girls - flocked back
to the Club to play. The highlights of the season
were the Women and Girls First XI who were
promoted to the Home Counties Women’s
Premier Cricket League for 2022, and at their
first attempt. The women’s Premier League
games will be played every other Sunday on
the main Enborne Lodge Ground, beginning on
26th June. They are a remarkably talented young
side and well worth coming along to watch.
The Men’s First XI just missed promotion to the Home Counties Premier Cricket League by one
place. This means that every Saturday and Sunday there will be quality men’s and women’s
cricket on the Enborne Lodge Ground. The Club has real cause for optimism that, if the Men’s
First XI achieve promotion to the HCPCL in 2022, the Club will have achieved all the objectives
it set itself in its five-year plan.
In 2016, the Club set out to build a first-class cricket and community facility; to improve the
playing areas; to gain ownership of all the grounds it uses and to grow the number of children
joining the Club. In addition, the Club has improved the indoor cricket facilities at Park House
School and hopefully by Easter will have put in a new all-weather pitch at the school, for both
School and Club to use.
The playing membership has grown to over 350 children and adults, and all teams - from Under
9 to the First Teams - are looking forward with optimism to the season ahead.
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We will welcome back two top quality players to add to our youthful Men’s First XI, which is led
by Captain 21-year-old James Bird. Both James Morris and Brandon Gilmour are back for the
2022 Thames Valley League season and will provide the Club with the additional experience
and quality needed to make a strong challenge for promotion back into the Home Counties
Premier Cricket League. James Morris recently stepped down as the Berkshire Captain having
led Berkshire to four County Championships, three Knockout Trophies and one T20 Trophy. He
is a strong top order batter whose highest score for Berkshire was 158 no, which he achieved
twice. Brandon also played for the Berkshire First XI, having played through from U-13 to U-17
junior age groups. He played for the Gloucester Academy before joining that County on a
professional contract for two years and played two seasons for Sussex CCC.
Over and above the club cricket, Falkland is the venue for much Berkshire County cricket for
both men and women. Key dates for your diary this year are:
Sunday 17th April - Berkshire v Oxford
Monday 18th April - Berkshire Women v Shropshire
Wednesday 11th May - Berkshire Over 50s v Dorset
Monday 30th May - Berkshire Women v Sussex
Wednesday 26th July - Berkshire v Buckinghamshire
Sunday 31st July - Berkshire v Middlesex CCC
Over the last five years
Falkland has grown as
both a cricket club and
community facility. It is
a totally volunteer-led
charitable trust, with over
sixty volunteers who
enjoy being involved with
a successful charity, and
having fun, just ask ‘The
Old Mugs’ walking football
and cricket group! We
are keen to restart Ladies
Walking Netball and a
Croquet activity if you can
help.
We always need more support to carry out crucial roles in the club. If you have some time to
help with volunteering e.g. tree planting, organising community events, umpiring, scoring, or
helping with grounds, please contact Graham Beal on cricket@falklandcc.co.uk or call 07771
775170 for further information.
I cannot wait for the 2022 season to start and hope to see you at some stage during the
Summer.
John Bolan
Chair, Falkland Cricket Club Trust
johnbolan@btinternet.com 07770 847446
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Newbury Chamber Choir

Sacred Music for Eastertide
Music by Palestrina, Lotti and
Gabriel Jackson
Musical Director: Ben de Souza

Saturday, 9 April 2022 at 7.30pm
St John’s Church, Newbury RG14 7PY

Tickets £15, Under 18’s free
from www.newburychamberchoir.org
or on the door

®

TRADITIONAL & POWER
SWEEPING SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND
COWLS FITTED
CCTV SURVEYS

SWEEPING
CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL,
CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED TO £5M
POLICE CHECKED

01635 45175
wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/westberks
wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/westberks
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A new home for Wash Common Scouts
Work has begun and the new hut has a name!
After 5 long eventful years we are at the final stages of our New HQ project. We’ve said a sad
goodbye to Battery End Hall, our home for over 65 years, which has now left our ownership and
we’ve started construction on our new Headquarters on Enborne Street. Five years of planning,
meetings, discussions and decisions (with several ‘bumps in the road’ along the way to add to
the excitement) mean that to finally be in the construction phase is a huge and tangible relief for
everyone involved.
Technically, we are now homeless ‘til the summer but we are Scouts - problem solving and
resilience is part of our spirit. We must thank the parents and carers of our 130 Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and Explorers who are ferrying their youngsters to different locations across Newbury
every week. We are making good use of the amazing community resources we have round here
in the Rugby Club and St George’s Hall amongst others. We are ourdoorsy too, which is very
helpful in the current circumstances! We have been able to start using our new woodland of
an evening which has just been wonderful. We are so excited for the potential that our new site
will give us and the young people of Wash Common and Newbury. Opportunities to learn new
‘backwoods skills’; to look after, enhance and protect our woodland, to study the wildlife and be
in nature. We cannot wait!
To celebrate our new home properly it needed a name - we felt that it should reflect all the hard
work that our community has put into fundraising for the new HQ. From the very beginning
with Eugene’s Coast to Coast walk back in 2016, 400km Race to Space hike, Three Yorkshire
Peaks, Three National Peaks, The 120km Brownsea Island to Wash Common Walk in 48 hours,
Anya the Scout’s half term 100km, Liane the leader’s eventful coastal walk - you get the picture!
We wanted the name to reflect all this; the community spirit that was generated, as well as
summoning something scouty too. So, our new home is to be called Ramblers Wood.
We must thank Falkland Cricket Club for their help and support through the whole project, the
utterly brilliant Greenham Trust, the West Berkshire Council CIL fund, our Architects Morse
Webb and building contractor Calco. Eugene Futcher for his dogged determination in sniffing
out grants; our Executive Committee for their wise counsel. We must also pay tribute to our
incredible leadership team without whom there would be no Wash Common Scouts. Throw a
pandemic at them followed by additional paperwork, ever changing Covid rules, ‘Zoom’, take
away their kit and their hut and STILL they carry on and deliver a high-quality programme
week on week. We do take our hats off to them. Finally, thank you to you - the Wash Common
community - for your incredible support throughout this ambitious project.
We look forward to the summer when construction is complete and we can move into our new
home. You are all most welcome to come and have nose when its finished.
Rob Daniels, Group Scout Leader
Mike Goddard, Executive Chair
For more info visit our website at www.washcommonscouts.org.uk
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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The accessible car you
need, for as long as
you need it.
Call us now on

01865
300361
or visit ﬂeximobility.co.uk
LEASE • HIRE • BUY
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Why not enter The Wash Common Show - and win a Prize?
Peter Wright has the details of this year’s show
The inclusion of the Wash Common Show within the Wash Common Festival was a great
success last year and the organisers are hoping that it will spark increased interest in entries this
year. The Show takes place this year on the afternoon of Saturday 10th September as part of the
Wash Common Festival being held at Falkland Cricket Club.
The photography section has some interesting themes this year - a single colour photograph of
‘Something Funny ‘and ‘A Rainy Day’, and three colour photographs of ‘Doors’ and ‘Watersports’.
The black and white section is three photographs of ‘Shadows’, which should provide ample
opportunity for some creativity. It was interesting last year to see the different ways in which
participants interpreted the themes and I anticipate we will see a similar range this year. If you
have any suitable photos, why not consider entering the show?
The Baking and Preserves section of the show is always popular.
Two classes that never change are a fruit cake and a Victoria
sponge. In addition to these there is a lemon drizzle cake, chocolate
brownies, decorated cupcakes, cheese straws and a shortbread
round.
The advantage with the cooking section is that for most items you
can practise in advance until you produce something which will be a showstopper and you
can then pop it in the freezer and bring it out the evening before the show. Preserves are even
better because you can make those months in advance.
The one category that you should make on the day of the show is the savoury scones.
In addition to baking and photography, the show includes Garden Produce, Flower Arranging,
Art and Handicrafts.
The garden produce section includes traditional vegetable items such as potatoes, beans,
tomatoes and courgettes as well as various fruits. There are also classes for cut flowers such
as roses and dahlias as well as three types of culinary herb. As more people have shown an
interest in growing their own vegetables it is hoped this will result in additional entries.
If people have turned to knitting, card making or some other hobby during lockdown then they
can enter the craft section. There is also a separate junior section to encourage children to enter
and enjoy a bit of competition (even if just against their siblings).
Full details of the show’s categories and entry forms are already available online at www.
washcommonshow.wordpress.com and copies of the schedules will be available from early June
in the local shops, churches, library and Newbury Rugby Club.

Falkland WI
We meet at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of every month, except August.
Venue: upstairs, Falkland Cricket Club
First meeting free
Contact for more information:
Diane Haines Tel: 07946 514060
or email: b.d.haines@icloud.com
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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THE FRIENDS OF

Wash Common

LIBRARY

Wash Common Library
Open: Tuesday 2 – 4pm, Friday 9 – 11am, Saturday 10 – 12pm
At Wash Common Library, we not only offer books and volunteering opportunities, but
provide community groups to bring people together.
Tots Time is every Tuesday at 11.30, where stories are told and songs are sung, for preschool children and their carers.
The Poetry Reading Group is the second Monday of the month at 3pm, themes we have
looked at this year are music, love and birds.
Spanish Group is the 1st Saturday of the month at 2pm, at our last meeting we were told
about the annual festival of “Las Fallas”. If you are curious then take a look at our web site
to find out more.
Book Group is the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm, our last book was Miss Pettigrew
Lives for a Day by Winifred Watson and our current book is The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake by Aimee Bender. If you’d like to join us, please get in touch.
In February we held a quiz at the Bowlers Arms to raise funds for the library. Our thanks
to David Marsh for proving once again to be a superb quiz master and to the team at the
Bowlers for looking after us so well. We raised an incredible £360, this has been matched
by Greenham Trust on the Good Exchange, so thanks to all that came and supported us.
We will be holding another quiz night later in the year.
For more information or to contact about volunteering us please go to our website.
http://www.washcommonlibrary.org.uk/

TT Garden Care

Private & Commercial Maintenance

Hedge Cutting - Lawn Care - Fencing - Small Tree Work
Turfing - Weed Control (NPTC Qualified)
Free estimates on request
Trevor Thomas
T : 07949 995658
01635 865604
E : tt4gardencare@btinternet.com
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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In honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we are featuring the original Coronation
Chicken, otherwise known as Chicken Elizabeth, that was created by the famous Cordon Bleu
cookery school to feed the 300 dignitaries entertained at the Queen’s coronation in 1953.
I made this back in 2012 for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee when my extended family celebrated
with a very British picnic on a chilly beach in Wales! It’s a long way from what you would buy in
the supermarket these days, but it is delicious and worth the extra effort.

Coronation Chicken
Ingredients

• 2 small whole chickens
• For the poaching liquid – a
carrot, splash of wine, thyme,
bay, parsley and peppercorns)
• 1 tbsp oil
• 2 tbsp chopped onion
• 2 tsp curry powder
• 1 tsp tomato puree
• 1 glass red wine
• ¾ glass water
• 1 bay leaf
• ½ lemon juice
• 450ml mayonnaise
• 1-2 tbsp apricot puree (soak
and boil dried apricots, then
sieve)
• 2-3 tbsp whipped cream

Method
1.

Poach the chickens in enough liquid to cover them
(with the poaching ingredients) for 40 minutes.

2.

Cool in the liquid, then remove the meat from the
bones.

3.

Heat oil, then gently cook the onion for 3 minutes.

4.

Add curry powder and cook for a further 2 minutes.

5.

Add tomato puree, red wine, water and bay leaf, and
bring to the boil.

6.

Add the lemon juice and a pinch of salt, pepper and
sugar. Simmer for 5-10 mins.

7.

Strain and cool.

8.

Add slowly to the mayonnaise, then add the apricot
puree and season.

9.

Finish with the whipped cream.

10. Add only enough sauce to coat the chicken lightly.
11.

Traditionally served with rice salad.

If anyone has any recipes that are sure fire winners for your friends or family, please share them by emailing
them to magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk.
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New play at Greenham Control Tower
Did you know that Northbrook Street was
machine gunned or that children piled earth onto
an incendiary bomb that fell in Victoria Park?
Did you know that around one third of the
Horsa gliders that took men from Greenham
Common to Normandy and Arnhem were built by
furniture makers Elliots of Newbury while Vickers
Armstrong made parts for Spitfires and Mosquitos
in the factory on Turnpike Road that later became
Plentys?
Such gems of local history pepper a new play to be staged at Greenham Control Tower on Thurs
March 31st and the 1st and 2nd of April. ‘Half-light’ is written by Andy Kempe, a volunteer at the
Control Tower. The play tells the story of how a man clearing out his mother’s attic discovers
a box full of objects which, piece by piece, reveal a family history he never knew and asks the
question, just how much do any of us really know about our parents’ lives before we came
along?
Written specifically to be performed at the Control Tower, the play draws on careful research into
local history to capture the sometimes humorous and ultimately moving effect of a momentous
day in history on ordinary people.
Tickets, priced £5 (plus booking fee) are available from www.eventbrite.co.uk

Gentle Yoga Classes…..Suitable for all abilities.
Gentle Yoga Flow (Yoga Mat) Monday 09:00am – 10:00am

(£8 per session)
Falkland Cricket Pavilion, Newbury, RG14 6TW.

Gentle Yoga Flow (Yoga Mat) Monday 10:15am-11:15am

(£8 per session)
Falkland Cricket Pavilion, Newbury, RG14 6TW.

Chair Yoga Flow
Monday 11:45am -12:45pm

(£7 per session)
Falkland Cricket Pavilion, Newbury, RG14 6TW

-

Chair Yoga Flow
Alternate Wednesdays 5pm-6pm

(£7 per session)
St Georges Church Meeting Room, Newbury, RG14 6NU

Contact Jenny White for more information and to book above classes.
Mobile: 07732 830884

Email: jennywhitewellbeing@yahoo.com

Website: www.jennywhitewellbeing.org

My yoga classes are a gentle mix of Hatha and Kundalini Yoga, mindfully connecting movement and stillness with breath.
We focus on stretching, strengthening and balance, whilst improving flexibility, mobility and posture by working with the
major joints and muscle groups; as well as our respiratory and nervous system. The Meditation and Mindfulness within my
classes are effective and beneficial in delivering essential nutrients to balance, restore and heal our mind, creating focus and
calm as well as encouraging self awareness . Both Yoga and Meditation are proven to support reduction in stress, lower
blood pressure, and supporting anxiety and depression as well as many other benefits; encouraging quietness of mind and
self-awareness, as well as having fun, and meeting new friends….. all beneficial for our complete health and wellbeing.
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Gardeners’ delight

Gardeners Delight

Marion Fenn considers some different methods of eco-friendly soil management

The most common choice recently added to our lives is whether to wear or not to wear a mask.
I wonder if Shakespeare was alive and writing in this day and age what tragedy or other genre
he would create to match Hamlet. Certainly, could be an intriguing play. Many people have
produced some amazing poetry during this pandemic. Have you thought of sending yours in
to The Wash Commoner? It seems folk have turned to writing, keeping pets or gardening. My
article is basically about gardening but no doubt, as usual, will go off on related tangents.
I decided to have a concentrated effort and, at long last, I have got my handbook, “On the Plot at
Wash Common Allotments” completed. It’s just a handbook of ideas, etc, which I have gathered
over the years. With less commitment to other things whilst the pandemic raged, I revisited my
efforts and got a few copies printed.
Although traditional ways of gardening will undoubtedly hold on for generations to come
there are lots of new thoughts even since I completed my handbook. We are all trying to
find environmentally friendly and sustainable ways. High on people’s agenda and sense of
responsibility is to look after our planet. For many years gardeners have believed in growing
organically but not always properly practiced doing so despite knowing it is better for the
environment and better for the health.
One of the latest theories is the no-dig method of gardening. The older generation believed
in proper double digging and would put no-dig down to laziness, but it does work! Digging
releases carbon into the atmosphere so no-dig is not only saving time but the practitioners are
“doing their bit”.
The no-dig method is well documented on the web. It takes
a concentrated effort in the first place but then the garden
is ready to go and easy to maintain. It provides a rich soil to
grow in, and it’s an excellent way to clear a weed-infested
growing area. In principle, by avoiding digging you will not be
disrupting the soil life. This is the important micro-organisms,
fungi and worms, that help feed plant roots.
https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/no-dig-method
Permaculture is another sustainable gardening method - very gradually you build your soil to be
productive, taking into account what nature and your local environment has on offer. The aim is
that landscapes sustain themselves indefinitely by regenerating fertility. At its heart permaculture
has three ethics: Earth Care, People Care, Fair Shares
https://permaculture.org.uk/knowledge-base/basics
Both are amazing ways to cope with the stone-riddled soil we have at Wash Common.
Awareness that digging disturbs mycorrhizal fungi is being brought to gardeners’ attention
and some choose to add it around the roots of roses and fruit trees when planting bare rooted
plants. Mycorrhizal fungi exist in nearly all soils. These extraordinary fungi provide a secondary
root system for the plant. These fungi are highly efficient at absorbing water and nutrients
(particularly phosphorus) from the soil.
https://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/mycorrhizal-fungi
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“For Peat’s Sake”. We all need to be aware of the damage done to the peat bogs by gardeners
using compost containing peat. Peat bogs are the UK’s largest carbon sink, trapping as much
carbon per hectare as tropical rainforests. Destroying them is an eco-catastrophe. Of the 3
million cubic metres of peat used in the UK 70% is used as a growing medium by gardeners. All
gardeners need to remember, “For Peat’s Sake” and consciously avoid peat.
David and I are impressed with the enthusiasm of the Falkland schoolchildren who come
weekly to the allotment. Recently, they have been installing raised beds (kindly donated by a
former tenant) and trying to get them not to lean by using a spirit level and adjusting the soil
where needs be. This has proved a challenge as is filling them. The filling will have to happen
gradually. It is amazing how little distance compost goes when it is taken out of the dalek black
bins but at least it teaches about recycling. It always surprises the children how previously living
material has, by the action of decomposing (another complex subject!), turned back to soil.
We have collected some fresh horse manure but it’ll need to rot before it can be used in the
raised beds. We have to be sure that the manure is aminopyralid free and that the horses haven’t
been recently wormed.
We all get keen at this time of year to get planting. It’s so uplifting to see a colourful garden.
The garden centres get their pretty annuals in to tempt us but beware frosts can occur and
destroy the plants in one go. I tried looking up when the last frost is predicted and found for
Oxford, as nearest named place, it is the end of April. I would think very susceptible plants like
courgettes and runner beans would not be safe until later than then, though you can build a
barricade around them and cover them with newspaper or fleece overnight. They appreciate
being exposed to daylight so it can be quite a tie covering and uncovering at both ends of the
day whilst dodging the frosts. Crops usually catch up it you delay planting until conditions are
perfect.
Get your crops started under cover providing you have the space
and light for them. They don’t want to get pale, straggly or too
advanced before being planted into the garden. Follow instructions
on the seed packets or web. Leek, parsnips, carrots, broad beans
and peas can tolerate a certain amount of chilly conditions once they
have germinated. Pansies and sweet peas are reliable too, so long
as they have not been mollycoddled and have been methodically
hardened off. No plant appreciates shock by change of conditions.
Most seeds will rot if conditions are not ideal. Seeds need WOW
(warmth, oxygen, water) to germinate but once germinated need
light, compost or soil for roots to develop for anchorage and nutrition
take-up, moisture (but not soggy), gentle warmth and adequate
space to grow. Sturdy young plants will yield best. I like to opengerminate peas, beans and sweetcorn by placing them on a piece
of kitchen paper or newspaper on a plate indoors then plant them,
when they have chitted, into pots, making sure they are planted in
the right direction with the root downwards. Potatoes need to be in a
cool but frost-free light area to chit.

“Scientists may depict the problems that will affect the
environment based on available evidence, but their solution is not
the responsibility of scientists but of society as a whole.”
Mario Molina
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Clarendon House 44 London Road Newbury
Berkshire RG14 1LA

Your Local Independent Family
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

We are proud to provide a quality service with an exceptionally high
standard of care, attention to detail and value. We are totally committed to
providing families with personal attention & freedom of choice.

Peter Cox has over 42 years of experience caring for

families and looking after their needs during the difficult time
of arranging a funeral, choosing prepaid funeral plans
& designing memorials &tablets for a lasting tribute.

Peter & his colleague Terry are available 24 hours a day 7 days
a week for free & impartial advice, without obligation…

Tel:

01635 43355

Email: peter@wbfd.co.uk

Web: www.wbfd.co.uk

Email: terry@wbfd.co.uk

We remember the little things…
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Looking forward to brighter times
Whilst we’re all keen to get back to whatever ‘normal’ means to each of us, we’d be forgiven for
feeling anxious when faced with the long-awaited lifting of restrictions. Finding practical ways to
manage anxiety and support mental health during times of challenge is hugely important. Here
are a few tips from Liz Chandler of Natures Corner.
Slow your breathing. This slows your heart rate and signals to your brain that all is ok.
Smile! Even if you’re feeling unsettled a smile can trick the brain into thinking you’re happy and
calm, as you use the same facial muscles you use when genuinely happy. Better still, share that
smile with someone else and brighten their day too.
Be present. When we focus on the past, we tend to feel depressed about the things we cannot
change and when we focus on the future, we can feel anxious about events we cannot control.
Try to ground yourself in the present by being aware of what you’re smelling, hearing, touching,
tasting and seeing. Let your senses anchor you to what’s happening right now. Simple activities
such as gardening, cooking, arts and crafts or stroking a pet, are great for bringing you back to
the present moment.
Get moving and get outdoors! Exercise is really good for us and unsurprisingly, physical activity
has been found to protect to some degree against unhappiness. Green space exposure is
thought to be especially beneficial, because greenery activates a primitive part of the brain
involved with stress regulatory responses. Just 10 minutes a day will help you to feel better and
more in control.
As far as specific nutrients are concerned, B vitamins help to support the nervous system and
vitamin C the adrenal glands (which help you to cope in times of stress and distress). The B vits
are found naturally in potatoes, bananas, lentils, peppers, tempeh, beans and brewer’s yeast
(Marmite and Vegemite are excellent sources); and vitamin C is of course found in most fresh
fruit and veg, including broccoli, kale, peppers, oranges and strawberries.
To help with mild stress and anxiety try a traditional herbal medicinal product containing fresh
herb extract of Avena sativa (organically grown oat herb), it can be used to soothe symptoms of
emotional distress. It may also be used to aid sleep. Simply dilute 25 to 30 drops in a little water
twice daily.
For feelings of sluggishness, low mood and mild anxiety, there’s also St. John’s Wort or
Hypericum. Scientists believe it works by prolonging the action of serotonin and by increasing
levels of melatonin. Bear in mind that Hypericum can take up to six weeks for best results, and it
can interact with other medications and affect the way they work, so isn’t suitable for everyone.
Check with your GP first if on prescribed medicines.
For further information on anxiety and low mood, visit Natures Corner, 73 Northbrook St,
Newbury.
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Swimming classes for bumps, babies and beyond
Swimkidz has been offering swimming lessons in Newbury & Thatcham since 2009. We have
successfully taught hundreds of babies, toddlers and children to become safe, confident and capable
young swimmers. Each child goes through our in-house progressive structured lesson plans which
follow the National Swimming Curriculum.

Babies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Toddlers

3 – 12 months
Parent in pool with baby
Teachers in Water with class
Classes between 6 – 8 swimmers
Life-saving skills
Nationally qualified Baby
certified instructors
Helps to improve babies sleeping
patterns
Helps to improve babies appetite
Develops good coordination &
balance
Helps build core muscle strength

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

E. havefun@swimkidz.co.uk

1 – 4 years
Parents in pool with toddler
Teachers in water with class
Classes between 6 – 8 swimmers
Teaches life-saving skills
Nationally qualified Pre-School
certified instructors
Builds water confidence
Helps improve coordination &
balance
Assists with language development
Helps develop social skills
Sets foundations for recognised
swimming strokes

T. 0750 005 6623

Children
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SwimkidzBerksHantsWilts

www.swimkidz.co.uk
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4 – 10 years
Parent on poolside
Teachers in Water with class
6 students per class on a 3:1 ratio
(4:1 at Squad level)
Nationally qualified instructors
Creates good stroke technique &
stamina
Builds core strength & muscle
tone
Supports achievement of School
Swimming at Key Stages 1 & 2
Establishes foundation for
competitive swimming

Coming in June …

“A Bunch of Amateurs”
by Ian Hislop and Nick Newman
check out www.newplayers.org for details nearer the time.

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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ENBORNE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Would you like to make a positive difference to the lives of children in our community?

Vacancy: foundation governor
Foundation governors are appointed by the Diocese to the governing board of diocesan schools to ensure the Church’s mission is upheld.
We are looking for people with experience and skills in the areas of finance and/or safeguarding.
The role is voluntary, with an expectation that you will attend six annual meetings and carry out other governance duties. Governors need
not be experts in the field of education but should have an interest in the welfare of pupils and the time and willingness to get involved.
Training is provided to help governors fulfil this important and rewarding role.
Enborne CE Primary School is an Ofsted rated OUTSTANDING school, with a proactive, capable governing board.

To find out more, email: eclerk@enborne.w-berks.sch.uk
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Falkland Surgery
Linda Ling of the Falkland Surgery Patients Participation Group updates from the surgery
Staffing
Dr Farhan joined in January and works Tuesdays and Thursdays. Some of you will remember her from
when she was a locum with the practice last summer. The practice now has 11 GPs so is fortunate to
be fully staffed for doctors.
Recruitment and retention of Patient Services Advisors can be difficult. 7 PSAs answer the phone to
help patients, and space is being made for more. The phone system is being reviewed. If you know
someone who might be interested in this role, they should speak to the Practice Manager.
Falkland Surgery is now fortunate to have a multidisciplinary team to support the GPs and offer
services locally when referred to by a GP. This consists of a mental health worker, social prescribers,
pharmacists, care co-ordinator and physios.
Covid
There was recently a clinic for Covid vaccinations offering 4th jabs and jabs for the clinically extremely
vulnerable. A further clinic had also been set up to offer 700 registered patients any outstanding
Covid jabs, but only 9 appointments were taken up. So it is not thought a good use of resources to
offer any more of those clinics for a while, and people who have not yet had the vaccine will no longer
be chased up.
Batch Prescription Reviews
Batch repeat prescriptions are multiple medications over a six-month period. Practice Manager,
Mark Betkowski, advised they are introducing some changes to the batch repeat prescription reviews
process. Patients will be asked fill in a form (available on the website) and then be allocated an
appointment according to need. If this applies to you, please make sure you complete the form
accurately to include, for example, actual blood pressure results. Apparently, there are 200-300
reviews required every week and the doctors are assisting with these currently to clear a backlog.
However, Mark stresses that patients are never denied medication – you just need to remember to
request your monthly prescription at least 5 days in advance.
Surgery Website
Some improvements to the Surgery website we have previously suggested are being worked on at a
higher level and will hopefully find their way into surgery websites quite soon.
The nationwide e-consult system is here to stay but has mixed reviews. Some people find it ok to
navigate, others find it a minefield. However, your Patents’ Group is happy to have a go at feeding
back comments to help improve it, with your help. We would like to hear from patients with
constructive comments about how this could be improved. Just contact us on falklandppg@gmail.
com and we will talk with the suppliers to see what can be done.
Surgery Open Evening on May 9th
This is an informal meeting with the opportunity to meet surgery staff and ask any questions. Dr
Devall will speak on Common Health Issues for Young Children. This meeting will be both online and
face-to-face at the surgery. For further information contact us on falklandppg@gmail.com or watch
the surgery website or Facebook page for details.
Patient Feedback
To give us any feedback and be the first to hear of any new developments at the surgery, and to offer
your experience of being one of our patients, join our Patients’ Participation Group (PPG) email group
by filling in one of the forms in the surgery (near the sanitiser!) or email falklandppg@gmail.com.
The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Friendship
Tiddlers & Toddlers
Wednesdays (term time)
10.00am - 11.30am
at

Group for all
tea, cake, chat…

St George’s Hall
A friendly, drop-in group with crafts,
singing, toys and a baby area.
£2 per family, includes refreshments
for children and adults.
Contact:
St George’s office: 01635 41249

Email: tiddlersandtoddlers20@gmail.com

All are warmly invited to come along
each third Tuesday of the month at 2pm to
this free and informal group.
St George’s Church, Wash Common RG14 6NU

ESSEBORNE MANOR
RESTAURANT

Lunch with a glass of wine £25
Sunday lunch buffet £30
Vintage afternoon tea £17
Dinner from £35
7 course tasting menu £55
info@esseborne-manor.co.uk
www.esseborne-manor.co.uk
SP11 0ER
Hurstbourne Tarrant, near Newbury
01264 736 444
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Wash Common Community Festival
Following the success of the festival in September 2021 a repeat of the event is being planned for
this year.
The date will be the afternoon of Saturday, 10th September, taking place at Falkland Cricket Club.
Local community groups will be there to showcase their activities and, in some cases, to raise
much needed funds. There will also be live music, activities and refreshments.
The event is free to enter as running costs will be met from funds raised at last year’s event.
If you are involved in a community group or organisation and would like to have a pitch at this
year’s event then all you need is a gazebo, a table and to email Eugene Futcher at efutcher@
gmail.com to reserve a pitch and receive a booking form.
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We are enrolling for our September 2022
intake and we do have some spaces
for our preschool.
If you would like to speak with us
regarding a place for your child, please
call us on 07887 900348 to arrange a visit
at one of our Open Mornings.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Wings & Wellies Preschool
located in
St George’s Church Hall,
Wash Common RG14 6NU

Refillable
llable cleaning
cleaning and
and personal
• •Refi
personal care
careproducts
products
• Vegan, ethical, and sustainable UK made
• Vegan, ethical, and sustainable UK made
products
•products
Re-use plastic bottles and help stop plastic
• Re-use
plastic bottles and help stop plastic
pollution
pollutionfirst commercial zero waste product range!
Britain’s
• COVID safe local delivery
Order online at

www.thatchamrefi
llable.co.uk
www.thatchamrefi
llable.co.uk

Northfi
eldRoad,
Road,Thatcham,
Thatcham,RG18
RG183ES
3ES
6060
Northfi
eld

07876350137
07876350137
07519049247
07519049247
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St George’s Church - www.stg-stj.org.uk
Sunday services
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
Tea and coffee are served in the hall after
the 9:30am service.

Children’s groups

meet during the Sunday service
Sunday Club, for primary age children
Christians in Action (CIA), for secondary age young
people
All Age Communion is on the first Sunday of the
month.
Justacross Young People’s Group
Every second Sunday @ 7.00pm (13 -18 years)

Midweek services
Tuesday, 8.50am
Wednesday, 8.50am
Wednesday, 7.30pm
Thursday, 8.50am
Thursday, 2pm
Thursday, 6.00pm
Friday, 8.50am

Morning prayer (online)
Morning prayer
Evening prayer (online)
Morning prayer
Midweek Eucharist
Contemplative Prayer
Morning prayer

Please check out the benefice website for full details of all services
www.stg-stj.org.uk

We’re here to help
If you have a specific concern or a person you would like us to pray for, or if you would like someone
to talk to or need help please call our clergy team. If you need to organise a funeral please contact
the Vicar.
Contact for the Emergency Prayer Chain:
Sandra Harris 01635 45245 or Chris Hill 01635 841949
Vicar - Revd Becky Bevan
Tel: 01635 524994
Email: bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk
Benefice Office Manager - Alex Brown
Tel: 01635 41249
Email: office@st-george-newbury.org
The Church Office is open to visitors, Tuesday - Friday 11.00am - 2.30pm

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022
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Useful Numbers
Local Churches:

St John the Evangelist Church
St John’s Road, Newbury
Associate Priest: Revd Gary Collins
Phone: 01635 827526
Email: gary@st-john-newbury.org.uk
Website: www.stjohnnewbury.org.uk
St. Francis de Sales (R.C), Warren Road 01635 40332
Glendale (meets on Sundays at St Bartholomew’s School
@ 10.30am and at the Wash Common Community Centre
@ 6.30pm) 01635 524730

Local Councillors for
Wash Common:

Newbury town Council (Wash Common ward):
Chris Foster (c.w.foster@outlook.com)
07779 302347
Roger Hunneman (roger.hunneman@googlemail.com)
		
07818 422285
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
		
07775 703582
Gary Norman (gan1957@aol.com)
07801 046115
Sarah Slack (sarahfoot57@icloud.com)
07970 790808
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
		
07413 480080

Police:

Police Crime in Progress 		
Neighbourhood Policing Team (non-emergency)
Crimestoppers (caller can remain anonymous)
Neighbourhood Watch (Angela Money, Chair)

999
101
0800 555 111
01635 40866

Other:

Samaritans
116 123
Cruse Bereavement Care, West Berkshire
01635 523573
Mothers’ Union, St George’s Branch (Val Bolan)
		
01635 582362
New Era Players
07919 916009
Citizens Advice West Berkshire:
Advice line
0300 2225941
Appointments
01635 516605
West Berkshire District Council
01635 55 1111
Emergency out of hours
01344 786 543
West Berk Foodbank
Information for Donors/General:
info@westberks.foodbank.org.uk,
Emergency Food for those in Crisis
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
Newbury Volunteer Car Scheme
Newbury Shopmobility scooter and
wheelchair loan
Newbury Handybus

Utilities:

07955 626621
01635 760560
01635 49004
01635 523854
01635 37111

West Berkshire Council (Wash Common ward):
Adrian Abbs (adrian.abbs1@westberks.gov.uk)
Gas Leak / Smell of Gas Reporting
0800 111999
		
07768 998370 Electricity - Power cut reporting
08000 727282
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
Water Leak Reporting
0800 714614
		
07775 703582
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
		
07413 480080
Falkland Primary
01635 44949
John Rankin Junior
01635 42859
John Rankin Infants
01635 42376
Park House
01635 573911
St Bartholomew’s
01635 521255
Falkland Surgery (inc. appointments)
01635 279972
Wash Common Pharmacy
01635 35033
West Berkshire Community Hospital
01635 273 300
Royal Berkshire Hospital
0118 322 5111
Basingstoke and North Hampshire Hospital 01256 473202
St George’s Pre-School
07887 900348
Busy Kids After School Club
07795 633443
Jane’s House Montessori
07738 969 358
Girlguiding (Irene Hanbury)
01635 820765
Tiddlers and Toddlers
01635 41249
Scouting (Rob Daniels) GSL@washcommonscouts.org.uk

Schools:

Medical:
NHS call: 111 or visit 111.nhs.uk

Youth Organisations in
Wash Common:

38

The Wash Commoner Spring/Summer 2022

St George’s Centre
The St George’s Centre is on the Andover Road, next to St George’s Church and provides
facilities for many organisations serving Wash Common. Below is a list of groups and
organisations using the Centre on a regular basis.

Organisation

Contact number

Meeting times

Baby College

Contact
name
Hayley Brazil

07979 340621

Fri: 9.15am – 12.45pm

Ballroom
Dancing
Brownies

Sallyann
Poole
Sarah Pook

01635 41798

Wed: 7.30pm –8.30pm
Thurs: 6.15pm – 7.45pm

Busy Kids

Amy Willis

Washcommondistrict@
hotmail.com
07795 633443

Church Choir
Guides

Church office
Sam Cantwell

Lotte Berk
Method
Mothers’ Union
Newbury U3A
Bridge
Friendship Group
For All

Jenifer
Klepfer
Val Bolan
Mrs Angela
Spellman
Church office

Tiddlers and
Toddlers
Wings & Wellies

01635 41249
washcommonguides@
hotmail.com
07881 296623

Daily: 3.00pm – 6.00pm
Breakfast:
8.00am – 9.00am
also, Holiday Clubs
Friday: 6.45pm – 8.30pm
Mon: 6.15pm – 7.45pm
Sat: 9.00am - 10.00am

01635 582362
01635 253874

1st Tues: 12.15 - 4.00pm
Fri: 2.00pm - 4.30pm

01635 41249

3rd Tues: 2.30 – 4.00pm

Helena Herd

01635 41249

Wed: 10.00am – 11.30am

Nicky Ogston

07887 900348

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri:
9.00am –2.45pm

To hire the Centre facilities on a regular or casual basis, please contact
Centre Booking on 01635 41249.
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Holy Week and Easter

at St George’s Church
Palm Sunday
8.00am
9.30am

Holy Communion
Procession from
Falkland Memorial,
followed by Parish Communion.

Monday, 11th April
7.30pm

Stations of the Cross

Tuesday, 12th April
7.30pm

Taizé service of Evening Prayer

Wednesday, 13th
April
Youth-led service
7.30pm
Maundy Thursday
2.00pm and 7.30pm Holy Communion
Good Friday
10am
2.00pm
Easter Sunday
6.00am

8.30am
10.00am

All-age Easter garden service
Last Hour service
Dawn service of light,
followed by said Holy Communion
Said Holy Communion
Family Communion

