Notices

REMEMBER TO CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS!
Easter Craft Afternoon – Wednesday 6 April, 2-4pm
St George’s Church. Contact Cathie Read 0777
8572435 to book a place,
Lent lunch in aid of Christian Aid on 8 April at
12.30 at St George’s. No need to book.
Holy Week Services
Monday - Wednesday 7.30pm worship at St
George’s.
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion 2pm at St George’s and 7.30pm
at St George’s and St John’s with footwashing.

Good Friday 10am Easter Garden all-age service,
and 2pm Last Hour at St George’s; 12-3pm Vigil at
St John’s.
St John’s PCC is excited to launch its iCAP Project,
enabling access for everyone. The Improving
Community Access Project aims to improve the
accessibility, openness, visibility and welcome of St
John’s Church for both its congregation and its
community. Find out more about the project on
our website.
Annual Church Meetings take place after Easter St George’s APCM is on 26 April at 7.30pm; and St
John’s is on 5 May at 7.30pm.
Key contacts

27 March 2022
Mothering Sunday
Today was traditionally known as Refreshment
Sunday – a break from the Lenten fast and for those
working away from home to return to their ‘mother’
church and be reunited with their families. As
Industrialisation came, and life in Britain changed,
Refreshment Sunday fell away and these traditions
largely disappeared. However, in the early 20th
century, Constance Smith, a High Church Anglican,
decided that it would be good to revive these former
traditions as Mothering Sunday - a church festival
celebrating the Mother Church, Mother earth, Mary
the mother of Jesus, and our ‘earthly mothers’. Her
ideas caught on, but became hijacked somewhat by
the influence of Mother’s Day in America with it’s
sole emphasis on saying thank you to mothers.
Sadly, Smith’s wider, more theological and inclusive
themes got rather lost and by the 1970s church
celebrations of Mothering Sunday were often only
about actual mums, diluting its relevance to the
whole church and perhaps perpetuating dated stereotypes about women and families. In our day it feels
right to return to Smith’s original vision and to the
rich themes of her four strands all of which are about
the mothering love of God, a love unconditional and
sacrificial. This is what our readings are about today.
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Please join us at 9.30am for our livestreamed
worship this week from St George’s on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
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Upcoming services this week

Sunday Worship Online
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Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer NO CP THIS WEEK.
Sunday, 3 April, 5th of Lent
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion BCP
and 9.30am - Parish Communion (not all-age)
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 27th March 2022

The Collect
God of compassion,
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,
shared the life of a home in Nazareth,
and on the cross
drew the whole human family to himself:
strengthen us in our daily living
that in joy and in sorrow
we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen
First reading: Colossians 3.12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another
and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
Gospel reading: John 19. 25-27
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw
his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here
is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is
your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took
her into his own home.

Post Communion
Loving God,
as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament
with the food and drink of eternal life:
help us who have tasted your goodness
to grow in grace with the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

