Notices

Bishop Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford, will be at
St George’s on 23 March at 7.30pm for an open
event for all in the deanery. An opportunity to hear
him speak and to ask questions.
Lent Talks - spiritual wisdom for a changing world.
The second talk takes place on THURSDAY 24
March when Revd Philippa White looks at poetry of
the passion. At St George’s Church - drinks from
7pm, talk begins at 7.30, optional service of Compline concludes the evening, finishing by 9pm. Do
come along. Sign up sheets in church or phone the
benefice office 41249, or just turn up!
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Third Sunday of Lent
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The theologian Jürgen Moltmann suggests that hope
is ‘an act of resistance’ in the face of despair.
But an act of resistance is something very different
from wishful thinking; resistance means looking at
the inequalities and suffering around us and saying
‘no’ to powers which profit from our despair. Resistance requires a realistic look at the world - not an
escape; and resistance requires us to take a stand for
a better way to be and to live - it’s exactly what
Isaiah’s poetic song hinges upon.
Jesus’ words echo something similar when he speaks
of repentance. We widen and enrich our understanding of this key biblical word when we see it as
meaning a change of direction, i.e. living such resistance in this world; blessing neighbours, challenging injustice and welcoming those who are excluded.
Jesus, we read, sympathises with the undeserved
sufferings of the people, but does not dwell on cosmic speculations about their causes; God is not moving pieces on the chessboard. Instead God is in the
resistance, bearing with those who struggle, and
energising songs of hope in unexpected places.
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Please join us at 9.30am for our livestreamed worship this week from St George’s— on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
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Contemplative Taizé worship for Lent ’Beyond
Words’ is offered on 20th March at 4pm at St
George’s. All welcome.
Lent lunch in aid of Christian Aid on 8 April at
12.30 at St George’s. No need to book.
Holy Week Services
Monday - Wednesday 7.30pm worship at St
George’s.
Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion 2pm at St George’s and 7.30pm
at St George’s and St John’s with footwashing.
Good Friday 10am Easter Garden all-age service,
and 2pm Last Hour at St George’s; 12-3pm Vigil at
St John’s.
Newbury Soup Kitchen organiser Meryl Praill will
be at St John’s this week to speak about work
among the homeless people in our area.
Key contacts

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s: David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s: Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury

Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship Zoom - NOT THIS WEEK.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer NO CP THIS WEEK.
Sunday, 27 March—Mothering Sunday
CLOCKS GO FORWARD
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - All-age Family Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - All-age Parish Communion

Gospel cont.

Readings for Sunday, 20th March 2022

The Collect
Eternal God,
give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: Isaiah 55. 1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not
bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy
on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Gospel reading: Luke 13. 1-9
At that very time there were some present who told
him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you
think that because these Galileans suffered in this
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed
when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think
that they were worse offenders than all the others
living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all perish just as they did.’
cont...

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit
on it and found none. So he said to the gardener,
“See here! For three years I have come looking for
fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He
replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig
round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it
down.” ’
Post Communion
Merciful Lord,
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil,
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you,
the only God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Face masks are still encouraged and advised for
gathered worship in church unless exempt for
health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals,
together with prayer intentions for the week for our
benefice, the local community and the wider world.
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office
but please note that this must be done with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open daily (except Monday)
from 9.30am - 2.30pm. (Access via the door on tower
side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

