
6 March 2022 
First Sunday of Lent

The writer Belden Lane says this about the  
spirituality of desert, ‘God can only be met in  
emptiness, by those who come in love, abandoning 
all effort to control, every need to astound.’ 
These words take on an extra weight at this time as 
we recognise both clamouring desire for power and 
control contrasting with a different strength - found 
in sacrifice, community and insistence on justice. 
The fierce landscape of a desert strips us back to the 
basics - and life gives us many desert moments.  
Generally unwelcome, deserts still offer gifts, insights 
consolations - whilst taking from us too. 
For Jesus in the desert, wandering with the Spirit, his 
testing helped identify who he truly was and what 
his work was to be about; resisting the desire to fulfil 
his own individual needs in land where hunger was 
almost universal; resisting military might and shows 
of power; and finally resisting even religious power.  
In the desert; in absence and silence, he found a new 
clarity. In our times of great uncertainty, may we too 
find clarity and work to uphold the things which truly 
matter; justice, community and kindness.  

 
Newbury Candlelit Vigil for the Ukraine Friday 4 
March at 6.30 in the marketplace. Why not come 
and show your solidarity.  

 

Fund-raising lunch of bread and cheese to support 
refugees from the Ukraine on Monday 14 March at 
1 Smallridge, Andover Road, at 12pm. Hosted by 
Anna Addis and Eileen Carey. No need to book.  

  

Bishop Steven Croft, bishop of Oxford, will be at St 
George’s on 23 March at 7.30pm for an open event 
for all in the deanery. An opportunity to hear him 
speak and to ask questions.  
 

Lent Talks - spiritual wisdom for a changing world. 
We are delighted to welcome two excellent and 
engaging speakers to the benefice. On 15 March 
Revd Canon Richard Peers will explore the spiritual 
wisdom of the Psalms for today; and on 24 March 
Revd Philippa White will look at the spiritual  
wisdom of the poets. At St George’s Church - drinks 
from 7pm, talks begin at 7.30, optional service of 
Compline concludes the evening, finishing by 9pm. 
Do come along. Sign up sheets in church or phone 
the benefice office 41249. 
 

Contemplative Taizé worship for Lent ’Beyond 
Words’ is offered on Sunday 13th and 20th March 
at 4pm at St George’s. All welcome. 

 

Lent lunch in aid of Christian Aid on 8 April at 
12.30 at St George’s. No need to book.  
 

Holy Week Services 
Full details are on the website.  
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Key contacts

Please join us at 9.30am for our livestreamed wor-
ship this week from St George’s— on YouTube  - 
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom, 
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s 
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s 

Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm 

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St G’s 

Sunday, 13 March 
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  Parish Communion 
4pm Taizé Contemplative Worship 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj


Readings for Sunday, 6th March 2022 
 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in  
   the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:  
give us grace to discipline ourselves  
   in obedience to your Spirit;  
and, as you know our weakness,  
so may we know your power to save us;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

First reading:  Deuteronomy 26. 1-11 
When you have come into the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and 
you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of 
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you har-
vest from the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the 
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling 
for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office 
at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to 
the Lord your God that I have come into the land that 
the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ When the 
priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it 
down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall 
make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wan-
dering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into 
Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and 
there he became a great nation, mighty and popu-
lous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and 
afflicted us, by imposing hard labour on us, we cried 
to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard 
our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our op-
pression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrify-
ing display of power, and with signs and wonders; and 
he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the 
first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have 
given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord your 
God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then 
you, together with the Levites and the aliens who re-
side among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty 
that the Lord your God has given to you and to your 
house.  
 
 

Gospel reading:  Luke 4. 1-13 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for 
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate  
nothing at all during those days, and when they were 
over, he was famished.              cont...  

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email with 
this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, 
together with prayer intentions for the week for our 
benefice, the local community and the wider world. 
Names can be added by contacting clergy or the Office 
but please note that this must be done with the permis-
sion of the named person.  

The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, com-
mand this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus an-
swered him, ‘It is written,  
“One does not live by bread alone.” ’ 
 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant 
all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, 
‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it 
has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I 
please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’ 
 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him 
on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is 
written, “He will command his angels concerning you, 
to protect you”, and “On their hands they will bear 
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.” ’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.” ’ When the devil had fin-
ished every test, he departed from him until an oppor-
tune time. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord God, 
you have renewed us with the living bread 
from heaven; 
by it you nourish our faith, increase our hope, 
and strengthen our love: 
teach us always to hunger for him 
  who is the true and living bread,  
and enable us to live by every word 
that proceeds from out of your mouth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am 
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the 
quietness of these sacred spaces.  

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front 
of this newsletter. 


