Notices

Ash Wednesday THIS WEEK - Holy Communion
with imposition of ashes on 2nd March at 12 noon
and 7.30pm at St John’s, and 2pm and 7.30pm at St
George’s.
Lent Talks - spiritual wisdom for a changing world.
We are delighted to welcome two excellent and
engaging speakers to the benefice. On 15 March
Revd Canon Richard Peers will explore the spiritual
wisdom of the Psalms for today; and on 24 March
Revd Philippa White will look at the spiritual
wisdom of the poets. At St George’s Church - drinks
from 7pm, talks begin at 7.30, optional service of
Compline concludes the evening, finishing by 9pm.
Do come along. Sign up sheets in church or phone
the benefice office 41249.
Contemplative Taizé worship for Lent ’Beyond
Words’ is offered on Sunday 13th and 20th March
at 4pm at St George’s. All welcome.
Holy Week Services
Monday - Wednesday 7.30pm at St George’s.
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 2pm at St
George’s and 7.30pm at St George’s and St John’s.
Good Friday 10am Easter Garden all-age service,
and 2pm Last Hour at St George’s; 12-3pm Vigil at
St John’s.
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27 February 2022
Sunday next before Lent
On this final Sunday before Lent we go to the
mountaintop with Jesus. We watch with Peter,
James and John as the glory of God is revealed in the
man of Galilee. Peter wants to freeze-frame the
moment, to build dwelling places for the divine, as if
journey’s end had been reached. A cloud overshadows the mountain and a voice says, ‘This is my Son,
my chosen; listen to him.’ - words reminiscent of
Jesus’ baptism, but this time addressed to the disciples. Listen to him. Which turns out to mean listening and staying close, letting go of notions of a crusading messiah and coming to see (slowly and painfully) that every expectation of God’s redemptive
work, and the scale and scope of God’s love for all
creation, is transfigured and brought into a new light
on a cross and in a garden. The journey up the
mountain is not to escape the world but to see it
differently and to know God’s presence and purpose
back down in the valley. Just as every act of worship
is not an end in itself but a sending out to listen and
follow, to serve and heal, to be transfigured by the
sacrificial love of God which is the hope of the world.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link

Upcoming services this week

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion: 12pm at St Johns
and 2pm at St George’s; 7.30pm at St George’s and
St John’s. NOTE—No Wednesday evening Zoom this
week. No Thursday 2pm Holy Communion at St
George’s
Contemplative Prayer Thurs, 6.00 - 6.30pm at St G’s
Sunday, 6 March
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - All-age communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 27th February 2022

The Collect
Almighty Father,
whose Son was revealed in majesty
before he suffered death upon the cross:
give us grace to perceive his glory,
that we may be strengthened to suffer with him
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory:
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
First reading: Exodus 34. 29-end
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came
down from the mountain with the two tablets of the
covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the
skin of his face shone because he had been talking
with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw
Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were
afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them;
and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation
returned to him, and Moses spoke with them.
Afterwards all the Israelites came near, and he gave
them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken
with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but
whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came
out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites
what he had been commanded, the Israelites would
see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was
shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.
Gospel reading: Luke 9. 28-36
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took
with him Peter and John and James, and went up on
the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men,
Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in
glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and
his companions were weighed down with sleep; but
since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and
the two men who stood with him. Just as they were
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for
us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’ - not knowing
what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as
they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to
him!’ When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no
one any of the things they had seen.

Post Communion
Holy God,
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ:
may we who are partakers at his table
reflect his life in word and deed,
that all the world may know
his power to change and save.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Face masks are still encouraged and advised for
gathered worship in church unless exempt for
health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

