Notices

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with imposition
of ashes will take place in both our churches on
2nd March, including a midday service at St John’s
and an afternoon service at 2pm at St George’s, in
addition to evening Eucharists at both at 7.30pm.
Book NOW for the Benefice Quiet Day with Bishop
Olivia at Wantage Convent on Saturday 5 March,
9.30am-3pm. All refreshments and sandwich
buffet lunch included in the cost of the day which is
£20. Please book your place by emailing or phoning
the Benefice Office, or using the sign-up sheets in
church.

Lent Talks—spiritual wisdom for a changing world.
We are delighted to welcome two excellent and
engaging speakers to the benefice. On 15 March
Revd Canon Richard Peers will explore the spiritual
wisdom of the Psalms for today; and on 24 March
Revd Philippa White will look at the spiritual
wisdom of the poets. At St George’s Church - drinks
from 7pm, talks begin at 7.30, optional service of
Compline concludes the evening, finishing by 9pm.
Do come along. Sign up sheets in church or phone
the benefice office 41249.
Contemplative Taizé worship for Lent ’Beyond
Words’ is offered on Sunday 13th and 20th March
at 4pm at St George’s.
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20 February 2022
Second Sunday before Lent
Well this is an ironic week to have the reading of
Jesus calming the storm on the sea of Galilee!
I’m hoping that you are not too affected by these
powerful storms.
This week’s weather events, and those around the
world, remind us of humankind’s fragile and
vulnerable relationship with nature and the earth.
As much as humans have tried to become masters
and controllers of the earth, we often find ourselves
as vulnerable as our ancestors. We are humbled by
the storms, by the earth, by sea and air.
The image of Christ in the tiny boat - with us all - yet
unmoved by the storm is deeply evocative. But it’s
not a simple reading; for the same God who we see in
Jesus is often understood in storm and sea and awe.
Rather than answers, I think this reading leaves us
with many questions, about where God is
encountered and where we wish to be.
“Where is your faith?” Jesus asks. Not a finger
wagging condemnation—but a deep question; what
are we looking for in life; what stays and what goes in
those moments of storm and moments of calm?
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week
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Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm at
St John’s
Sunday, 27 February
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 20th February 2022

The Collect
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit
reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever.
Amen
First reading: Psalm 65
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion;
and to you shall vows be performed,
O you who answer prayer!
To you all flesh shall come.
When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us,
you forgive our transgressions.
Happy are those whom you choose and bring near
to live in your courts.
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your
house, your holy temple.
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,
O God of our salvation;
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas.
By your strength you established the mountains;
you are girded with might.
You silence the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves,
the tumult of the peoples.
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed
by your signs;
you make the gateways of the morning and the
evening shout for joy.
You visit the earth and water it,
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges, softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

Gospel reading: Luke 8. 22-25
One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he
said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side of the
lake.’ So they put out, and while they were sailing he
fell asleep. A gale swept down on the lake, and the boat
was filling with water, and they were in danger. They
went to him and woke him up, shouting, ‘Master,
Master, we are perishing!’ And he woke up and
rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they ceased,
and there was a calm. He said to them, ‘Where is your
faith?’ They were afraid and amazed, and said to one
another, ‘Who then is this, that he commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him?’
Post Communion
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life
was set at the heart of the earthly paradise,
and the bread of life at the heart of your Church:
may we who have been nourished
at your table on earth
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Face masks are still encouraged and advised for
gathered worship in church unless exempt for
health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

