Notices

‘Spiritual wisdom for a changing world Revelations of Divine Love’ a benefice Quiet Day
exploring how the ancient wisdom of Julian of
Norwich can speak into our lives today in a postpandemic world. Led by Bishop Olivia Graham at
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, on Saturday 5 March,
9.30 - 3pm. All refreshments and sandwich buffet
lunch included in the cost of the day which is £20.
Please book your place by emailing or phoning the
Benefice Office, or using the sign-up sheet in
church.
During Lent we have two further speakers coming
to the benefice - on 15 March Revd Canon Richard
Peers will explore the spiritual wisdom of the
Psalms for today; and on 24 March Revd Canon
Philippa White will look at the poets with a special
focus on female writers.
Contemplative worship for Lent is offered on
Sunday 13th and 20th March at 4pm at
St George’s.
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with imposition
of ashes will take place in both our churches on
2nd March, including a midday service at St John’s
and an afternoon service at 2pm at St George’s, in
addition to evening Eucharists at both at 7.30pm.
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Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

13 February 2022
Third Sunday before Lent
We know them as the beatitudes, these proverb-like
sayings of Jesus which confound all our expectations
of where happiness lies, or where God’s blessing is
revealed. They turn everything on its head. How can
the poor and the hungry and the despised be called
blessed? It makes no sense.
Of course we’re not meant to take these sayings literally - as if it’s good for people to be miserable - this
would be a contradiction of Jesus’ mission and
message which is about healing, wholeness, about
feeding the hungry and lifting up the poor. So what
are we to make of these beatitudes?
What catches my eye is the simple theme they share
of knowing our need for God. Because when we’re
rich and successful and everything’s going our way
we can become like mini-gods of our own worlds,
thinking of ourselves as independent and ‘in charge’.
But empty, impoverished, and on our knees, we know
our need of a Saviour. Jesus stands before the crowd
as the meek one, the suffering servant, who will be
emptied on the cross and yet who will reveal the
power of God’s love to turn the world upside down.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week

07919 207137

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm at
St John’s
Sunday, 20 February
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 13th February 2022

The Collect
Eternal God,
whose Son went among the crowds
and brought healing with his touch:
help us to show his love,
in your Church as we gather together,
and by our lives as they are transformed
into the image of Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: 1 Corinthians 15. 12-20
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of
the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and
your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God
that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is
true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are
not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ
has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are
still in your sins. Then those also who have died in
Christ have perished. If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first fruits of those who have died.
The Gospel: Luke 6. 17-26
He came down with them and stood on a level place,
with a great crowd of his disciples and a great
multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and
the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear
him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all
in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power
came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
‘Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
‘Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven;
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
‘But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
‘Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
cont...

Gospel cont.

‘Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what
their ancestors did to the false prophets.
Post Communion
Merciful Father,
who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life,
that those who come to him should never hunger:
draw us to the Lord in faith and love,
that we may eat and drink with him
at his table in the kingdom,
where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Face masks are still encouraged and advised for
gathered worship in church unless exempt for
health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

