Notices

St John’s Ladies’ Fellowship Tuesday 8th February
at 2pm in the Parish Room. The guest speaker is
Ros Clow who will give an illustrated talk on
‘Angels/Authors/Artists’ buried in the Newtown
Road Cemetery. Her research has found some links
with St John’s Church.
‘Spiritual wisdom for a changing world Revelations of Divine Love’ a benefice Quiet Day
exploring how the ancient wisdom of Julian of
Norwich can speak into our lives today in a postpandemic world. Led by Bishop Olivia Graham at
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, on Saturday 5 March,
9.30 - 3pm. All refreshments and sandwich buffet
lunch included in the cost of the day which is £20.
Please book your place by emailing or phoning the
Benefice Office.
During Lent we have two further speakers coming
to the benefice - on 15 March Revd Canon Richard
Peers will explore the spiritual wisdom of the
Psalms for today; and on 24 March Revd Canon
Philippa White will look at the poets with a special
focus on female writers.
Contemplative worship for Lent is offered on
Sunday 13th and 20th March at 4pm at
St George’s.
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6 February 2022
Fourth Sunday before Lent
Simon was exhausted and frustrated; no food for the
table, or to sell at the market - a waste of effort.
In this week, when our planet lurches into deeper
states of panic, anxiety and the very real economic
challenges that so many are now facing, we too may
feel exhausted, weary, not sure what’s next.
Onto Simon’s beach wanders the teacher, the
carpenter’s son from Nazareth. He hangs out at the
shore, teaching and speaking, and then tells Simon
and his brothers to take one more attempt with the
nets. Simon knows of this teacher’s reputation, but
he also knows his own experience - he knows fishing!
He knows the waters, and knows it’s pointless.
‘Yet’, (we are told) in weary resignation, maybe even
to illustrate the futility, he agrees - somehow resonant with the mystic’s talk of ‘letting go.’ A strange
overwhelming gift comes from the deep waters.
We cannot be glib about hope, it’s harder than any
wishful thinking; yet in letting go - in the deeper
chaotic waters - comes an unexpected gift; maybe
not an obvious abundance, but a whisper of
understanding and solidarity.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week
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Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday in St George’s Large Meeting
Room.
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday in St George’s LMR
Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm in
St George’s LMR
Sunday, 13 February
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 6th February 2022

The Collect
Lord of the hosts of heaven,
our salvation and our strength,
without you we are lost:
guard us from all that harms or hurts
and raise us when we fall;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: Isaiah 6. 1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe
filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above
him; each had six wings: with two they covered their
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with
two they flew. And one called to another and said:
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of
those who called, and the house filled with
smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts!’
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live
coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of
tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said:
‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the
voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who
will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’
The Gospel: Luke 5.1-11
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of
Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to
hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of
them and were washing their nets. He got into one of
the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him
to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he
had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into
the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’
Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night
long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will
let down the nets.’ When they had done this, they
caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to
break. So they signalled to their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they came and
filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man!’ For he and all who were with him were amazed
at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also
were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon.
cont...

Gospel cont.

Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now
on you will be catching people.’ When they had
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and
followed him.
Post Communion
Go before us, Lord, in all we do
with your most gracious favour,
and guide us with your continual help,
that in all our works
begun, continued and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name,
and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life;
through Jesus Chris our Lord.

Face masks are still encouraged and advised for
gathered worship in church unless exempt for
health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is normally open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)
CLOSED NEXT WEEK DUE TO MAJOR WORKS IN
CHURCH.
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.
In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

