
30 January 2022 
The Presentation of Christ at the 

Temple (Candlemas)

Simeon lifts the baby into his arms praising God. We can 
picture the scene in the temple, and we know the words 
well from the Nunc Dimittis. We can imagine Mary and 
Joseph standing there watching this old man quite  
overcome with emotion as he lifts their child into his 
arms. Surely their minds would race back to encounters 
with angels, strange dreams, shepherds, wise men…But 
now Simeon turns to them, and the mood is suddenly 
sombre – the salvation this child will bring is to be cost-
ly, and it will pierce Mary’s heart. Joseph stands holding 
the two pigeons, emblems of the sacrificial system and 
indeed of the temple itself.  Simeon stands holding the 
baby – here was the new temple, here was the new 
‘place’ of encounter with God, and here, with terrible 
poignancy, we realise that here too is the ultimate  
sacrifice. It is the most bitter-sweet of moments; joy 
that the light has come, agony at the price to be paid.  
Here in this poignant moment Christmas and Easter 
touch. So as we light candles on Sunday we remember 
the reality of darkness in the world, especially at this 
time of Holocaust memorial, and we rededicate our-
selves to the way of life and light, the way of the cross. 

 
 

 

Candlemas TODAY - please bring a household  
candle to church for blessing. 
 

St John’s PCC Next meeting 3 February 2022. 
 

St John’s 1st Sunday—a new gathering for children 
and families at 4pm launches on 6th February. All 
welcome. 
 

St George’s Themed Quiz Saturday 5th February at  
7pm in St George’s Hall. Contact Carole Neal 
(01635 45535) carole@kenneal.co.uk or Peter 
Wright (01635 38369) piwright@hwca.com. 

 

Friendship Group—tea, cake, chat … Each third 
Tuesday of the month 2pm at St George’s Church. 
All welcome to this informal, free group. 
 

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with imposition 
of ashes will take place in both our churches on 
2nd March, including a midday service at St John’s 
and an afternoon service at 2pm at St George’s, in  
addition to evening Eucharists at both at 7.30pm. 

 

Benefice Quiet Day for Lent with Bishop Olivia at 
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, on Saturday 5 March 
- save the date, more details to follow. 

 
 
 
S 

 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk  

 

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk  

 

Associate Priest (part-time)  
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
  

For all other contacts please see the website:  
Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Key contacts

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom, 
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s. 
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm 

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm at 

St George’s 

Sunday, 6 February  
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  All-Age Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 30th January 2022 
 

The Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. 
Amen 
 

First reading:  Malachi 3. 1 - 5 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 

Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be 
swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against 
the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, 
against those who oppress the hired workers in their 
wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who 
thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says 
the Lord of hosts. 
 

 The Gospel:   Luke 2. 22 - 44 
When the time came for their purification according 
to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusa-
lem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be desig-
nated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacri-
fice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all  
peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.’                                                                      cont... 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  

Gospel cont. 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is  
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’ 
 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of  
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband for seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of  
Jerusalem. 
 

When they had finished everything required by the law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts beyond words,  
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes  
   to bring us to eternal life;  
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am 
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the 
quietness of these sacred spaces.  

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front 
of this newsletter. 


