Notices

St George’s PCC Next meeting 25 January 2022.
St John’s PCC Next meeting 3 February 2022.
St George’s Themed Quiz Saturday 5th February at
7pm in St George’s Hall. Contact Carole Neal
(01635 45535) carole@kenneal.co.uk or Peter
Wright (01635 38369) piwright@hwca.com.
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with imposition
of ashes will take place in both our churches on
2nd March, including a midday service at St John’s
and an afternoon service at 2pm at St George’s, in
addition to evening Eucharists at both at 7.30pm.

Benefice Quiet Day for Lent with Bishop Olivia at
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, on Saturday 5 March
- save the date, more details to follow.
Oxford Diocese Pathways magazine - the latest
edition is available at the back of church.
‘The Truth will Set You Free—Memoirs continued’
is the second part of former Archbishop of
Canterbury, George Carey’s autobiography. It’s
available from bookshops and online retailers in
hardback published by Isaac Publishing and the
Barnabas Trust.

Candlemas 30 January—please bring a household
candle to church for blessing.

Key contacts
Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249

Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

23 January 2022
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Jesus sits down after reading from the scroll of Isaiah,
a promise of hope for people oppressed and in
slavery, those without a voice. All eyes are upon him;
what will this son of Mary and Joseph - who had built
up quite a following - say?
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.’ Like a bolt of lightning, a thunderclap, we
can only imagine the shock (if we read on we will
discover that even though they were ‘amazed at the
gracious words’, the crowd still grew in anger). How
can such a seemingly impossible dream of justice and
mercy be fulfilled? Especially when the people
listening would be all too familiar with oppression,
exploitation and malnutrition. How can this son of
Nazareth suggest he embodies such a promise?
In many ways the same question still holds today,
where is the commonwealth of God in a world of
tears? We are reminded of the now/not yet of God’s
kingdom (coming), the restlessness at the heart of
faith, of a hope elusive - yet ever calling.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk

Upcoming services this week
07919 207137

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s.
Eucharist at 12.30pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm at
St John’s
Sunday, 30 January Candlemas
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - All-Age Communion

Readings for Sunday, 23rd January 2022

The Collect
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: Nehemiah 8. 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
All the people gathered together into the square
before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to
bring the book of the law of Moses, which
the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest
Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh
month. He read from it facing the square before the
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand; and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the
book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the
people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the
great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen,
Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their
heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the
ground. So they read from the book, from the law of
God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that
the people understood the reading.
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to
the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the
people wept when they heard the words of the
law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is
holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of
the Lord is your strength.’
The Gospel: Luke 4. 14-21
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. He began to
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath
day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written:
cont...

Gospel cont.

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to
them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.
Post Communion
Almighty Father,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
is the light of the world:
may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed
to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Face masks are mandatory in places of worship
unless exempt for health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

