Notices

St George's Retirement Fellowship NO meeting on
Tuesday, 16 January.
St George’s PCC Next meeting 25 January 2022.
St John’s PCC Next meeting 3 February 2022.
St George’s Themed Quiz Saturday 5th February at
7pm in St George’s Hall. After Fawlty Towers and
Allo Allo, what will be the theme this year? Places
will be restricted and Covid measures will be in
place so book early by contacting Carole Neal
(01635 45535) carole@kenneal.co.uk or Peter
Wright (01635 38369) piwright@hwca.com.

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion with imposition
of ashes will take place in both our churches on
2nd March, including an afternoon service at 2pm
at St George’s in addition to an evening eucharist.
Benefice Quiet Day for Lent with Bishop Olivia at
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, on Saturday 5 March
- save the date, more details to follow.
St George’s Long Term Prayer list. The list of people with long term health problems, or who are
frail or housebound, will be revised for 2022 on
4 February. If you wish to keep a name on the list
or add a name, please indicate this on the list in
church, or email/call the office before then.

Key contacts
Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

16 January 2022
Second Sunday after Epiphany
If you go into the story of the wedding at Cana
thinking wine is bad for you, you will miss the point
completely because in the bible wine is a symbol of
joy and a sign of God’s abundant blessing. The
prophet Isaiah pictured the coming kingdom as being
like a marriage feast with the finest foods and the
very best wine, ‘strained clear’. So when Jesus takes
the water used for ritual purification and transforms
it into a superabundance of wine we are being given
a wonderful picture of what Jesus has come to do. It’s
as if John tells the story to illustrate Jesus’ words: ‘I
have come that they may have life, and have it
abundantly’. This first ‘sign’ of John’s Gospel is a true
epiphany moment, a revelation of God’s limitless
grace manifest in Christ to bring new life. Today’s
Collect captures this perfectly—‘Almighty God, in
Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty
of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the
renewal of our lives make known your heavenly
glory…’
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk

Upcoming services this week
07919 207137

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom,
Wednesday - Friday at St George’s.
Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm at
St John’s
Sunday, 23 January
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Gospel cont.

Readings for Sunday, 16th January 2022

‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the
inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did
this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

The Collect
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature
by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
Amen
First reading: Isaiah 62. 1-5
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of
the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.
The Gospel: John 2. 1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to
him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?
My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now standing
there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they
filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now
draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So
they took it. When the steward tasted the water that
had become wine, and did not know where it came
from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to
him,
cont...

Post Communion
God of glory,
you nourish us with your Word
who is the bread of life:
fill us with your Holy Spirit
that through us the light of your glory
may shine in all the world.
We ask this is the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Face masks are now mandatory in places of worship
unless exempt for health or other reasons.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10.00am
- 2.00pm. (Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Come and light a candle, sit in peace, and enjoy the
quietness of these sacred spaces.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given on the front
of this newsletter.

