Post Communion Prayer 2 January

All praise to you,
almighty God and heavenly King,
who sent your Son into the world
to take our nature upon him
and to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that, as we are born again in him,
so he may continually dwell in us and reign on earth
as he reigns in heaven, now and forever.
Amen.
Notices

Sunday 26 December 9.30am Benefice said Holy
Communion at St George’s.
Sunday, 2 January 2022:
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion
Sunday 2nd January - there will be no Benefice
recorded service this week. Please go to https://
www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/
livestream/ where you can join a service in the
Oxford Diocese.
Week commencing 3 January
Regular worship, prayer and events will begin again
this week.

26 December 2021
and 2 January 2022
As we come to the end of 2021 and enter a new
year we count many blessings for our life together
in this Benefice. Thank you to everyone who has
helped us to respond to the many challenges of the
past year. As I write the news is full of speculation
about what the impact of the new variant of Covid
will be, and there are different views on how we
should respond. But one thing is clear, we will find
a way through this by pulling together, supporting
the vulnerable, and being generous with our
judgements and resources. The message of Christmas becomes all the more powerful and relevant
when we know our need of a saviour.
‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.’
With love and prayers for 2022.
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Sunday, 26 December:
St George’s at 9.30am - Holy Communion (said)
Online service via Oxford Diocese website https://
www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/
livestream/
Sunday, 2 January:
St George’s at 8.00am Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion
Online service via Oxford Diocese website as
above.
St George’s is open for personal prayer Tues 28th Thurs 30th, 10am - 3pm.
All weekday services resume w/c 3 January.
Contacts between Christmas and New Year

The benefice office is closed from 24 December
2021, reopening on 4 January 2022.
Emergency contacts between Christmas and the
New Year: urgent pastoral matters:
Revd Terry Winrow 07876 038977 or Revd Rita Ball
07775 814191. Emergencies relating to buildings or
security contact one of the churchwardens.

Sunday 26th December

Sunday 2nd January

The Collect
Gracious Father,
who gave the first martyr Stephen
grace to pray for those who took up stones against him:
grant that in all our sufferings for the truth
we may learn to love even our enemies
and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt,
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us,
Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect
God our Father,
in love you sent your Son
that the world may have life:
lead us to seek him among the outcast
and to find him in those in need,
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen

First reading: Acts 7. 55-60
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a
loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this,
he died.
The Gospel: Matthew 23. 34-39
Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes,
some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you
will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to
town, so that upon you may come all the righteous
blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel
to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly
I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.

‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I
desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not
willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I
tell you, you will not see me again until you say,
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord.” ’and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. I am giving you these commands so that you
may love one another.
Post Communion
Merciful Lord,
we thank you for the signs of your mercy
revealed in birth and death:
save us by the coming of your Son,
and give us joy in honouring Stephen,
first martyr of the new Israel;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First reading: Ephesians 1. 3 - 14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us
in Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained
an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory.

The Gospel: John 1. 10-18
He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did
not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried
out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.” ’) From his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him
known.
Post Communion Prayer - see over..

