Notices
We hope and expect all these services to go
ahead. We are working hard to ensure we have
robust covid safety measures in place and ask
everyone to play their part in helping our
community to stay safe.
Christmas Tree Festival at St John’s
16 - 24 December, 10am - 4pm.
Benefice Carol Service at St John’s, TODAY at 4pm.
St John's Baby and Toddler Group No meeting
this next Tuesday. We look forward to welcoming
you back Tuesday 11th January from 9.30am.
Crib Services at St George’s and St John’s,
24 December at 4pm - booking required. Please
note that both services are now full but do phone
the office if you wish to attend in case there are
cancellations.
Midnight Mass at St George’s, 11.30pm and
St John’s, 11.30pm (carols from 11pm).
Christmas Day 8am and 10am at St George’s,
10am at St John’s.
Sunday 26 December 9.30am Benefice said Holy
Communion at St George’s.
Sunday 2 January 8am and 9.30 at St George’s,
8.30 and 10am at St John’s.
Key contacts
Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879

Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

07919 207137

19 December 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent
We enter the final week of Advent and stand with
Mary on the threshold of Christmas filled with
wonder and awe at God’s love reaching out to us,
coming down to meet us in our need and our longing.
We stand with Mary anticipating the birth of a child
and knowing what a risky business it is to love like a
mother. We stand with Mary and contemplate our
response to this love, and sing with her a song of
revolution of the lowly being lifted up, the hungry
being filled with good things, of God’s promises of
justice and mercy being fulfilled.
‘Let it be’ says Mary … And as we make our journey
to Bethlehem this week we wonder how we too can
be, in the words of Meister Eckhart, ‘mothers of God’
embodying a love which turns the world upside
down.

Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week

Associate Priest (part-time)
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
For all other contacts please see the website:
Website
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Facebook
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, this week on Zoom Tuesday—Thursday.
Wednesday at St John’s.
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship zoom resumes on 5 January
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer on Thursday, 6.00 - 6.30pm at
St John’s
Sunday, 26 December Benefice said Eucharist
St George’s at 9.30am.
Open for personal prayer - St George’s 10am-3pm,
27th - 30th December.

Readings for Sunday, 19th December 2021
The Collect
Eternal God,
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,
so we wait for his coming in glory;
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age
to see, with her, our great salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: Micah 5. 2 - 5
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil,
we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.
The Gospel: Luke 1. 39-55
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a
Judean town in the hill country, where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken
to her by the Lord.’
And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his
servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.’
cont...

Gospel cont.

He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
Post Communion
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am
Tuesday—Thursday this week on Zoom.
Wednesday at St John’s Church.
Contemplative Prayer, 6pm at St John’s

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

