Notices

Christingle at St George’s, TODAY at 4pm.
Advent and Christmas – details of all services on
the website www.stg-stj.org.uk/christmas-2021.
Advent Groups continue this week at St George’s
Details on the website - www.stg-stj.org.uk/
christmas-2021. All across the benefice welcome.
Christmas Craft and chat afternoon, Wednesday
8th December, in St George’s Church from 2.004.00pm. All welcome. Email
cathieread49@gmail.com or call 07778 572435
Piano Recital at St John’s TODAY at 4pm by
Christopher Burrows. Tickets £12 on the door.
Retiring collection in aid of St John’s.
Christmas Tree Festival at St John’s
16 - 24 December, 10am - 4pm.
Benefice Christmas Concert at St George’s,
12 December at 7pm.
Benefice Carol Service at St John’s, 19 December
at 4pm.
Crib Services at St George’s and St John’s,
24 December at 4pm.
Midnight Mass at St George’s, 11.15pm and
St John’s, 11.30pm (carols from 11pm).
Christmas Day 8am and 10am at St George’s,
10am at St John’s.

5 December 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
The second Sunday of Advent - and the second
Advent candle - asks us to think of the Prophets who
anticipated the coming of God’s justice and hope.
Many of the names are familiar to us, Jeremiah,
Micah, Amos, Hannah, Deborah, Esther ... and of
course the prophet for the Advent Season, Isaiah.
Prophets, despite what we may think, were not seers
into future events, but more heralds of the reality we
live in, and illustrators of a hopeful future.
Prophets then - and today - would look at the
injustices and inequalities of the world, and inspire
people to think again, to anticipate and live towards a
different, more hopeful future. In this season of
reflection, and what a year to reflect upon, may we
begin to catch glimpses of a different kind of future,
one inspired by the vulnerable mystery of the Holy
child.
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Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom.
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church.
Wednesday at St John’s.
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Contemplative Prayer at 6pm on Thursday at St
George’s
Sunday, 12 December:
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 5th December 2021

The Collect
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.
Amen
First reading: Malachi 3. 1 - 4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the
days of old and as in former years.
The Gospel: Luke 3. 1 - 6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip
ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’

Post Communion
Father in heaven,
who sent your Son to redeem the world
and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him
in the humility and purity of his first coming
that, when he comes again,
we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Face masks
Extra vigilance is asked for please over the coming
weeks while the full vaccinations programme is
rolled out. We must pull together to avoid the need
for further restrictions.
Thank you for your continued cooperation.

Prayers for the week

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
The wearing of facemasks is still recommended.
Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am
Tuesday on Zoom
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s
Church.
Wednesday at St John’s Church.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

