
28 November 2021 
Advent Sunday

O Come, O come, and be our God-with-us, 
O long-sought with-ness for a world without, 

O secret seed, O hidden spring of light. 
Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name, 

Come Root, and Key, and King and holy Flame, 
From ‘O Emmanuel’ by Malcolm Guite 

 

Journeys are a form of waiting - both passive and ac-
tive. They’re less about destination – and far more 
about what we discover on the way; meeting our-
selves and others, anticipating, and finding the grace 
in whose silent star-like melody illuminates and 
weaves through our exhausted and anxious times.  
 

Waiting reminds us of the now/not-yet in our own 
lives; the contradictions, the faith and uncertainty; 
the absence which stirs us, the longing which  
provokes us, the desire which drives us towards that  
uncontainable, undefinable hope held tenderly in a 
Bethlehem mother’s arms.  

 
 

Traditional Advent Carol Service TODAY, 6pm 
choir begin singing, service begins 6.30 at St  
Michael and All Angels Enborne with the singers of 
the Enborne Consort, led by Jevan Johnson Booth, 
and organist Julian Dickins. 

 

Advent and Christmas – details of all services on 
the website www.stg-stj.org.uk/christmas-2021. 
 
 

Advent Groups begin this week at St George’s  
Details on the website - www.stg-stj.org.uk/
christmas-2021. All across the benefice welcome. 
 
 

Christmas Craft and chat afternoon, Wednesday 
8th December, please let Cathie know if you wish 
to attend by 30th November. Christmas table deco-
ration, gift bags, tea plus festive fare! In St George’s 
Church from 2.00-4.00pm. All welcome. Email  
 cathieread49@gmail.com or call 07778572435 

 
 

Christingle at St George’s, 5 December at 4pm. 
 
 

Piano Recital at St John’s 5 December at 4pm by 
Christopher Burrows. Tickets £12 on the door.  
Retiring collection in aid of St John’s. 
 

Christmas Tree Festival at St John’s  
16 - 24 December, 10am - 4pm. 
 

Benefice Christmas Concert at St George’s,  
12 December at 7pm. 
 

Benefice Carol Service at St John’s, 19 December  
at 4pm. 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk   
 

Associate Priest (part-time) 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk  
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk  

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom. 
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s. 
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm.  

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Contemplative Prayer at 6pm on Thursday at St 

George’s 

Sunday, 5 December:   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  All-age Parish Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 28th November 2021 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the  
   light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
First reading:   Jeremiah 33. 14 - 16  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; 
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will 
be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’  
 
The Gospel:   Luke 21. 25 - 36 
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, and on the earth distress among nations  
confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud” with power and great  
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your  
redemption is drawing near.’ 
 
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and 
all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all things 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the  
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to  
escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.’        

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am 
Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s Church. 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


