
31 October 2021 
All Saints’ Sunday

We’re celebrating All Saints’ day today, though of 
course it is actually Halloween, the eve of All Hallows. 
Originally, the themes of darkness and death that we 
still associate with Halloween, were the context for 
sombre preparation and vigil to give thanks on the 1st 
of November for the shining lives of the Saints. The 
darkness and the light are the inextricably linked in All 
Hallows tide. Our readings today capture this.  
The reality of darkness and the vulnerability of human 
life is  clear as we join Mary, Martha and Jesus as they 
grieve the death of Lazarus.  They are weeping, and we 
are told that Jesus was ‘greatly disturbed in spirit’. The 
scene reminds us that death is not ‘nothing at all’ as 
that poem would have it. Here is the real darkness of 
death.  Jesus weeps with the sisters, he weeps with us.  
Here is the agony of love, but also, as in the Garden of 
Gethsemane in the other gospels, we see that it is only 
this love that will draw Jesus to the cross. In his humani-
ty Jesus grieves as we do, in his divinity he faces the 
darkness and ultimately transfigures it.  It’s why the 
feast is called a mini-Easter.  And it’s why we gather in 
special memorial services at this time remembering the 
ordinary saints we have known and loved . We know 
that death is not nothing at all, and so we light a candle 
in love and remembrance and trust that the darkness of 
death is not the end of the story. 

 
 

 

Saturday 30 October Vigil  at St John’s Church for 
COP26. Please come along any time between 6pm 
and 8pm. 

 

Memorial Services for All Souls tide at St George’s 
TODAY at 3pm and at St John’s on Sunday 7 No-
vember. An opportunity to come together to re-
member loved ones who have died. 

 

Mother’s’ Union Meeting Tuesday 2nd November 
2pm in the LMR at St George’s Church.  
Speaker Richard Littledale ‘Finding God in the gar-
den’ Richard is a well known writer and speaker 
and is the Baptist Church Minister in Newbury.  
All welcome. 

 
 

Back in time for Christmas! A craft and chat after-
noon on Wednesday 8th December, 2.00pm—
4.00pm in St George's Church. A festive tea will be 
served. We will be making table centre decorations 
and decorating Christmas bags. If you would like to 
join, please let Cathie Read know by 30th Novem-
ber, as she will need to purchase materials before-
hand. Text or phone on 07778 572435 or email 
cathieread49@gmail.com. 

 

Contemplative Prayer  resumes next week  
4 November , 6pm St George’s. All welcome. 
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Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
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Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
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jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
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Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom. 
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s. 
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm.  

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Sunday, 7 November:   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  All-age Parish Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj


Readings for Sunday, 31st October 2021 
 

The Collect 
God of holiness, 
your glory is proclaimed in every age: 
as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 
inspire us to follow their example 
with boldness and joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
First reading:   Revelation 21. 1-6  
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, 
I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he 
said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  
 
The Gospel:   John 11. 32-44 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.’ When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid 
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus 
began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved 
him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?’ 
 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sis-
ter of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there 
is a stench because he has been dead for four 
days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and 
said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Gospel cont. 

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind 
him, and let him go.’.                                
 
Post Communion 
God, the source of all holiness 
and giver of all good things: 
may we who have shared this table 
as strangers and pilgrims here on earth 
be welcomed with all your saints 
to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am 
Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s Church. 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


