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Dear Friends,
At St George’s we are blessed in having a committed, active and growing congregation, and a warm
church and hall on a busy site. There is much to be thankful to God for. Obviously, the pandemic has
set us back – and we have lost money as well as momentum – but we are already rebuilding and are
looking to the future with confidence and energy.
All these blessings are testament to the incredible generosity of many people with their time, talents
and money, expressing their love for God by serving others.
On Sunday Becky spoke about the variety of ways in which Christians respond to God in service to
others, in their prayers and in sharing their talents and skills and time. This letter is about just one
aspect of giving – the generous giving of money to the ministry and mission of St George’s which
funds our clergy, our outreach and pastoral care, and everyday basics such as insurance, heating,
repairs and improvements to the fabric of the building.
As part of our annual focus on stewardship we are asking all on the church electoral roll to
prayerfully consider their regular financial giving to the church.
If you do not regularly give to St George’s, please consider setting up a regular donation. This helps
our budgeting as there is certainty over the amount of money that we will receive each month. We
are registered with the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) to enable donations to be made by direct debit,
monthly, at whatever amount you choose. The scheme is easy for us to administer and the scheme
administrators automatically claim gift aid for us as well, all at no cost to us as a parish, as the fees
are paid by the diocese.
If you feel that you are able to make regular donations via the parish giving scheme, you can register
via telephone (0333 002 1271), online (https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-yourparish/wash-common-st-george-newbury/) or we have forms available at the back of the church for
you to complete and return. If you register via the telephone, you will need our code number which
is 270627435. If you already donate regularly to the church via the PGS, Standing Order or
otherwise, thank you. Your donations are gratefully received and are what has kept the church
going over the last 18 months. However, we would ask that you reflect on your level of giving and if
you are able to increase your regular donation, please do.
There is an option on the PGS to increase your donation by RPI annually. Please tick this box, it
makes a big difference to us because our costs rise with inflation. If you already give via the PGS and
haven’t currently agreed to the RPI increase option, please do. The PGS will write to you annually to
tell you what the RPI increase will be before making any changes and give you the option not to
proceed with the increase if you don’t want to. However, if you do agree to this increase it will
mean that your donation isn’t diminished by the effects of inflation. Currently 55% of our givers tick
this box so if you haven’t agreed to this, please do consider this.

If you give by the PGS you can change the amount you give at any time, either by phoning on the
number above or by registering on the website and then changing your donation. If you donate by
Standing Order you will need to change your standing order with your bank however, please let
Simon Pook know on the email address below so that we can amend our records. Simon, a former
churchwarden, was elected by the PCC to take on this role from Philip Read.
The only people who know who makes regular donations to the church are the Planned Giving
Officer (Simon Pook) and our Treasurer (Francis Clayton) and both who gives, and how much, are
kept strictly confidential. However, if you don’t wish to let anyone to know that you donate, or the
amount, it is possible to donate anonymously via the PGS and all we are told is that an anonymous
donor has made a donation.
If you currently give by Standing Order please consider whether you would be willing to donate by
Direct Debit on the Parish Giving Scheme. You will still have control over the amount which you can
change or stop at any time but the administrative work for us is much less on the Parish Giving
Scheme than with Standing orders.
Everyone’s situation, and ability to pay, has changed over the last 18 months and if on reflection,
yours has changed such that you need to reduce the amount that you give, please be assured that
we understand.
Let us finish by underlining once again that we have many blessings here at St George’s and we
realise that generous giving to the life of the Church is not restricted to financial giving and we are
fortunate that so many people give their time and skills so generously to the church. These gifts are
equally valid as gifts of money and are equally gratefully received. Each person is completely free to
respond in whatever way is right for them; we’re simply inviting the whole church to reflect on their
giving to the church on an annual basis.
You might like to use this prayer as you reflect on these matters:
Generous God, give grace to us, the living stones who form your Church,
to reflect prayerfully at this special time on our many blessings, and to be grateful.
We ask that your Holy Spirit will inspire and direct us as we continue to grow in faith and love,
serving you as your Church here in Wash Common and following in the way of Jesus. Amen.
Thank you very much indeed.
With every blessing,

Simon Pook
Simon Pook, Planned Giving Officer - 01635 30599, simon.pook@st-george-newbury.org.uk

Revd Becky
Revd Becky Bevan, Vicar
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