
24 October 2021 
Last Sunday after Trinity 

‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus asks a 
blind beggar who’s sitting by the roadside. It’s the 
same question he asked his disciples James and John 
in our Gospel reading a few weeks ago. Their reply 
revealed how blind they were to Jesus’ true mission 
and what it would cost. They ask to have the best 
positions, one on his left side and one on his right, 
when Jesus comes into his glory.  
 

We can’t blame them for not wanting to see that the 
only way to true glory is the way of the suffering  
servant, the way of the cross. And now in today’s 
Gospel Jesus asks a blind beggar the same question 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Listen to the 
symphony of meaning in the outcast’s reply - ‘My 
teacher, let me see again’. The blind man’s eyes are 
opened, he gains sight, and as the text puts it, he 
‘followed Jesus on the way’, the way of the cross.  
 

One of the great themes of Mark’s Gospel is seeing 
and not seeing, perceiving and not perceiving, and 
how it is only in the light of the cross that we see the 
true glory of God. 

 
 

 

Memorial Services for All Souls tide at St George’s 
on Sunday 31 October and St John’s on Sunday 7 
November, both in the afternoon. An opportunity 
to come together to remember loved ones who 
have died. 
 

COP26 Vigil Saturday, 30th October,6pm - 8pm at 
St John’s Church. The church will be open if you 
wish to light a candle, sit in contemplation or pray-
er. Bells will be rung between 6pm - 6.30pm. 
 

Mother’s’ Union Meeting Tuesday 2nd November 
2pm in the LMR at St George’s Church.  
Speaker Richard Littledale ‘Finding God in the gar-
den’ Richard is a well known writer and speaker 
and is the Baptist Church Minister in Newbury.  
 

Christians Against Poverty Money Course. Free 
course running on Monday evenings in November 
at St George’s. Help with budgeting, saving and 
spending. Details in the weekly emails. 
 

Trevor Maines  - Everyone is invited to a Service of 
Thanksgiving  on Sunday 21st November at 3pm in 
St George's followed by refreshments in the hall.  
 

CTNA Community Christmas Day Please see letter 
attached to this week’s email if you wish to receive 
or help at the Christmas meal service for the  
elderly or vulnerable. 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  - http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom. 
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s. 
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm.  

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Contemplative Prayer at 6pm - 6.30pm at St John’s 

Sunday, 31 October :   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  Parish Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 24th October 2021 
 

The Collect 
Merciful God, 
teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, 
that trusting in your word 
and obeying your will 
we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen 
 
 

First reading:   Jeremiah 31, 7-9  
For thus says the Lord: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
   and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, 
   ‘Save, O Lord, your people, 
   the remnant of Israel.’ 
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the 
north, 
   and gather them from the farthest parts of the 
earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, 
   those with child and those in labour, together; 
   a great company, they shall return here. 
With weeping they shall come, 
   and with consolations I will lead them back, 
I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
   in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, 
   and Ephraim is my firstborn.  
 
 
The Gospel:   Mark 10. 46-52 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a 
large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of 
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the road-
side. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, 
but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have 
mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him 
here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ So throwing off 
his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus 
said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see 
again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you 
well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way.                                
        

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
God of all grace, 
your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry 
with the bread of his life 
and the word of his kingdom: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your true and living bread; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am 
Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s Church. 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


