
10 October 2021 
Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

In a week when the ‘pandora papers’ have exposed the 
inconceivable amounts of money used to further the 
ambitions and powers of the super-elite, whilst in the 
same week we witness the very poorest in our society 
having the Universal Credit ‘uplift’ taken away—even as 
prices on shelves and fuel bills are rising. We may feel 
anger, despair, indignation or simply defeated inertia. 
It’s been a hard entry into autumn for many on all sorts 
of levels. The readings we have this week seem deeply 
pertinent, asking a basic question about the kind of 
world we live in and what our priorities are. ‘The word is 
sharper than any two-edged sword’ we read, but its 
worth remembering that ‘the word’ isn't the bible, (as 
many have been taught) but is Jesus, the word dwelling 
among us; confronting and challenging the powerful 
and  consoling the weak. For the wealthy man of the 
Gospel story, the encounter with Jesus is too much, too 
hard. We see this question of priorities arise even more 
intensely today. We live in a global system which is 
caught up in the incessant demand for economic accu-
mulation to the detriment of the planet, the poor, and 
even our own young people. Yet in Christ, we sense 
there is another way, a greater priority; found in love, 
community and human diversity. Whose story will we 
listen to? What narrative will shape us ? 

 
 

 

Harvest Festival—thank you so much for the  
wonderful response to the request for donations 
for the Food Bank and Soup Kitchen.  Literally car-
loads of boxes and bags of food have now been 
taken to these local charities. 
 

THIS SUNDAY - Blessing of Pets - a benefice  
service at St George’s on 10 October at 3.30pm. 
Bring a pet (or a picture or favourite soft toy  ani-
mal). Refreshments will be served after the service.  
 

Memorial Services for All Souls tide at St George’s 
on Sunday 31 October and St John’s on Sunday 7 
November, both in the afternoon. An opportunity 
to come together to remember loved ones who 
have died. 
 
Benefice Contemplative Prayer  An opportunity for 
stillness each week from 6.00 - 6.30pm on the 1st 
and 2nd Thursday of each month at St George’s 
Church, and the 3rd and 4th Thursday in St John’s 
Parish Room. Contact the church office for details. 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom. 
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s. 
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm.  

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Sunday, 17 October :   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  Parish Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj


Readings for Sunday, 10th October 2021 
 

The Collect 
Faithful Lord, 
whose steadfast love never ceases 
and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you 
and to receive the gifts of your love, 
new every morning, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

First reading:   Hebrews 4. 12-16 
Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides 
soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before 
him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid 
bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render 
an account. 
 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have 
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect 
has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore approach the throne of grace with bold-
ness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 
 
The Gospel:   Mark 10. 17-31 
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up 
and knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but 
God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall 
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall 
not defraud; Honour your father and mother.” ’ He 
said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my 
youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You 
lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, 
he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 
many possessions. 
 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 
‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth to en-
ter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were per-
plexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, 
‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of 
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.’ They were greatly astounded and 
said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus 
looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, 
but not for God; for God all things are possible.’   cont...  

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Gospel cont. 

Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left every-
thing and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sis-
ters or mother or father or children or fields, for my 
sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, 
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and 
fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and 
the last will be first.’   
 
Post Communion 
Holy and blessed God, 
you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son 
and filled us with your Holy Spirit: 
may we honour you, 
not only with our lips 
but in lives dedicated to the service 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am 
Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
Wednesday at St John’s Church. 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


