Notices

Pilgrimage to St Michael and All Angels Church,
Enborne - THIS Saturday , departing at 10am from
St George’s and St John’s, meeting at the foot bridge
over the by-pass around 10.30 to walk together to
Enborne to arrive at around 12 noon. Non-walkers,
please join us for a picnic lunch (bring your own)
followed by a time of reflection and prayer. Drinks
will be provided. We will depart for the return
journey around 1pm. No need to book, just turn up.
Forest Church outside at Enborne at 6pm this
Sunday 26th Sept. All welcome.

Harvest Festival 3rd October at both churches.
Donations invited suitable for the Foodbank (St G’s)
and the Soup Kitchen (St J’s).
Blessing of Pets - a benefice service at St George’s
on 10 October at 3.30pm. Bring a pet (or a picture
or favourite soft toy animal). This was a huge
success in 2019 with only one pet misbehaving (yes
Archie!)
Memorial Services for All Souls tide at St George’s
on Sunday 31 October and St John’s on Sunday 7
November, both in the afternoon. An opportunity to
come together to remember loved ones who have
died.
Key contacts
Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
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gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk
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Associate Priest—St George’s
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk
day

As the doors open on the northbound platform at
Embankment on the Northern line, you can still hear the
original 1960s voice announcing, ‘Mind the Gap’ - a
warning of course to be mindful of the gap between the
platform edge and the threshold of the carriage door.
But the phrase comes to mind as we continue to work
our way through Mark’s Gospel where the gap between
the mighty messiah the disciples want, and the suffering
servant they are going to get, becomes clear and
painful. Last week they were wondering who would be
the greatest among them. Jesus set a child before them
and told them that the last would be first, and the first
would be last. This week they are wondering how to
stop an outsider acting in the name of Jesus to bring
healing. To which Jesus replies, ’whoever is not against
us is for us’. God it seems is not only with the least and
the last, but is active and alive beyond the in-group, out
on the streets where good is done. Jesus’ harsh words
at the end of the passage, full of hyperbole and figures
of speech, reveal that the worst thing any disciple (or
church) can do is to put stumbling blocks in the way of
the little people, or to act as if the insiders have got a
monopoly on God. Because even if we don’t mind the
gap, God clearly does because he came in Jesus to
cross it.

Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
Upcoming services this week

07919 207137
Day off Mon-

Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Website
Facebook
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www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom.
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church.
Wednesday at St John’s.
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Sunday, 26 September :
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Gospel cont.

Readings for Sunday, 26th September 2021

And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is
better for you to enter life lame than to have two
feet and to be thrown into hell., And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have
two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their
worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but
if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another.’

The Collect
Almighty God,
you have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless till they find their
rest in you:
pour your love into our hearts and draw us
to yourself,
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city
where we shall see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
First reading: James 5. 13 - end
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are
any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of
the church and have them pray over them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them
up; and anyone who has committed sins will be
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three
years and six months it did not rain on the earth.
Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and
the earth yielded its harvest.
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and is brought back by
another, you should know that whoever brings back a
sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from
death and will cover a multitude of sins.
The Gospel: Mark 9. 38 - end
John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting
out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,
because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in
my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of
me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell
you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ will by no means
lose the reward.

‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of
these little ones who believe in me, it would be better
for you if a great millstone were hung around your
neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go
to hell, to the unquenchable fire.
cont...

Post Communion
Lord, we pray that your grace
may always precede and follow us,
and make us continually to be given to all
good works;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Note.
St John’s church is following the ‘Creation Arc’
lectionary for these four weeks. Details will have
been sent via email.

Coming soon ...
Harvest Festival 3rd October at both St George's and
St John’s.
Pet Blessing Service 10th October, 3.30pm at St
George’s. All furred and feathered friends welcome!
Memorial Service 31st October, 3pm at St George's.
Memorial Service 7th November, 3pm at St John’s.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
The wearing of facemasks is still recommended.
Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am
Tuesday on Zoom
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s
Church.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

