Notices

Pilgrimage to St Michael and All Angels Church,
Enborne on Saturday 25 September, departing at
10am from St George’s and St John’s, meeting at
the foot bridge over the by-pass around 10.30 to
walk together to Enborne to arrive at around 12
noon. Non-walkers, please join us for a picnic lunch
(bring your own) followed by a time of reflection
and prayer. Drinks will be provided. We will depart
for the return journey around 1pm. No need to
book, just turn up.
The Monday Meet will be holding its first meeting
in the new Bowler’s Arms pavilion on Monday,
20 September 2021 when Andy Kempe, Professor
Emeritus of Drama at Reading University will be
giving his talk about Greenham Common entitled
‘An Uncommon Common’. All are welcome to join
us for an 8.00pm for 8.30pm start. We look forward to seeing you there.
Saturday 9 October - a Service of Thanksgiving for
the life of Michael Perkin will take place at
St Nicholas’ Church at 2pm. Margaret and the family welcome all to attend.
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Both of this weeks readings offer a creative and surprising response to arguments about status, or selfjustification, and instead reveal deeper ‘wisdom’
which cuts straight to the heart of our lives, ‘who are
you—and what really is your priority here?’ There is
something profoundly moving in the image of Jesus
bringing a child into the middle of a dispute about
status and self-preservation. ‘Embracing’
ἐναγκαλισάμενος the child, he says this is how you
know God—by embracing the most humble and vulnerable in a bond of love. In creation season, we reflect on the lives of many ‘little ones’; the vulnerable
forests, the weakened oceans, the humble creatures,
the voiceless earth. We might stretch our imagination
to see God not only embrace all of these—but to
place them at the very heart of a divine love which
both grieves the wounds inflicted upon the earth, yet
still believes in a hope of new life.
The borders between lament and hope are marked
by our own sense of who we are; not only as
people—but also as communities and as a species.
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Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom.
Wednesday to Friday at St George’s Church.
Wednesday at St John’s.
Midday Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s
Sunday, 19 September :
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion
and 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 19th September 2021

The Collect
Lord of creation, whose glory is around and within us:
open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives’ end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
First reading: James 3.13 - 4.3, 7-8a
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by
your good life that your works are done with
gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be
boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not
come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition,
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every
kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in
peace for those who make peace.
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do
they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And
you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you
get on your pleasures.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he
will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Post Communion
Almighty God,
you have taught us through your Son
that love is the fulfilling of the law:
grant that we may love you with our whole heart
and our neighbours as ourselves;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Note.
St John’s church is following the ‘Creation Arc’
lectionary for these four weeks. Details will have
been sent via email.
Coming soon ...
Forest Church 26th September, 6pm at St Michael
and All Angels, Enborne. Wrap up and bring a chair!
Harvest Festival 3rd October at both St George's and
St John’s.
Pet Blessing Service 10th October, 3.30pm at St
George’s. All furred and feathered friends welcome!
Memorial Service 31st October, 3pm at St George's.
Memorial Service 7th November, 3pm at St John’s.

Congratulations
We congratulate Bob and Lynette Edwell as they
celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary this
weekend at St John’s.

The Gospel: Mark 9. 30-37
They went on from there and passed through Galilee.
He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to
be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him,
and three days after being killed, he will rise
again.’ But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Open for personal prayer ...

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in
the house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing
about on the way?’ But they were silent, for on the
way they had argued with one another about who
was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and
said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last
of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and
put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said
to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am
Tuesday on Zoom
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s
Church.

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
The wearing of facemasks is still recommended.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

