
At St Johns Church, we have embarked on a 4-week 
‘creation arc’ thinking about the environment and 
creation care from the perspectives of Earth, Water, 
Air and Fire. This week is Water - the very source of 
all life, our refreshment, our cleansing. Moreover we 
understand that most our bodies - our selves - is 
made of water. Water reminds us deeply of both our 
utter dependence, of our deep connection to the 
earth, of vulnerability and fragility. We cannot live  
for long without it. 
Maybe this is why Jesus so often describes himself as 
the Water of Life, opening up a way for us to reflect 
on that question ‘who do you say I am?’ God not  
distant and ‘out there’  but coursing through the very 
stuff of life and nature, deeply connected, the source 
of all life and being. And there is one more detail 
which opens up the question of who God is; this  
water is poured out, continuously given away ‘those 
who lose their life … will save it’. Through water and 
all creation, God is poured into this world - bringing 
life and refreshment; it is our task to care for it.  

 
 

 

Pilgrimage to St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Enborne on Saturday 25 September, departing at 
10am from St George’s and St John’s, meeting at the 
foot bridge over the by-pass around 10.30 to walk 
together to Enborne to arrive at around 12 noon.  
Non-walkers, please join us for a picnic lunch (bring 
your own) followed by a time of reflection and pray-
er. Drinks will be provided. We will depart for the 
return journey around 1pm. No need to book, just 
turn up.  
 
 
 

Weekday Communions are back on Tuesdays at St 
John’s and Thursdays at St George’s. Why not come 
along and get into a new  routine? Wednesday  
Worship continues on Zoom. 
 
Harvest festival will be celebrated on 3 October at St 
George's and St John’s and donations are invited for 
West Berks Foodbank and Newbury Soup Kitchen.  

In the meantime please continue to give generously 
to the Foodbank and/or the Newbury Soup Kitchen. 
Collection boxes are at both churches.  

 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
Midweek Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm.  

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Sunday, 12 September :   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  Parish Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

12th September 2021 
Creation Season 2

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 12th September 2021 
 

The Collect 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
  upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent 
in the fellowship of the gospel 
that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active  
  in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

First reading:   Isaiah 50. 4-9a 
The Lord God has given me 
   the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 
   the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 
   wakens my ear 
   to listen as those who are taught. 
The Lord God has opened my ear, 
   and I was not rebellious, 
   I did not turn backwards. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, 
   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face 
   from insult and spitting. 
The Lord God helps me; 
   therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, 
   and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
   he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
   Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? 
   Let them confront me. 
It is the Lord God who helps me; 
   who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment; 
   the moth will eat them up. 
 

The Gospel:   Mark 8. 27-end 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disci-
ples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they an-
swered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and 
still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But 
who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You 
are the Messiah.’ And he sternly ordered them not to 
tell anyone about him. 
 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
                cont...  

Gospel cont. 

and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to re-
buke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.’ 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy  
angels.’     
 

Post Communion 
Keep, O Lord, your Church,  
with your perpetual mercy; 
and, because without you our human  
frailty cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
Note. 
St John’s church is following the ‘Creation Arc’  
lectionary for these four weeks. Details will have 
been sent via email. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.45am 
Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


