
I write, at the beginning of Creation Season, in a 
world which - even over the last 12 months - is  
increasingly recognising the dramatic situation we are 
in. Climate Change is not simply a future fear, but is 
dramatically affecting the lives of so many living on 
earth today; creatures, plants and humans. 
Movements like Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth 
and Extinction Rebellion are prompting us all,  
especially our leaders in politics and industry, to 
change the direction we are headed in, the stakes 
could not be higher. We are all wound together, unit-
ed in the delicate balance of life, and so - we trust - is 
God. 
Creation Season gives us the resources and space to 
give thanks and to lament, to reflect and to ‘turn 
around’ (metanoia). In this time we may ask deep 
questions; and from the perspective of all creatures, 
forests and oceans we may even enlarge our  
understanding of God and our neighbours.  
Let us tread gently together; with creativity, imagina-
tion and care - living and loving for Life. 

 
 

 

Community Festival and Produce Show—from 1pm 
on Saturday 11 September at Falkland Cricket Club. 
All welcome. 

 

Christian Aid Street Collection There will be a Town 
Centre collection for Christian Aid next Saturday 11th 
September. We shall be most grateful to anyone who 
could spare an hour to collect between 9am and 
4pm. Libby Goldsack 01635 30719 will be delighted 
to hear from you. Trevor and Olive Maines.  

 

Pilgrimage to St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Enborne on Saturday 25 September, departing at 
10am from St George’s and St John’s, meeting at the 
foot bridge over the by-pass around 10.30 to walk 
together to Enborne to arrive at around 12 noon.  
Non-walkers, please join us for a picnic lunch (bring 
your own) followed by a time of reflection and pray-
er. Drinks will be provided. We will depart for the 
return journey around 1pm. No need to book, just 
turn up.  

 
 

Please continue to give generously to the Foodbank 
and/or the Newbury Soup Kitchen. Collection boxes 
are at both churches.  
 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  
Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.45am, Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
Midweek Eucharist at 12pm on Tuesday at St John’s 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 

by chat at 7pm.  

Eucharist at 2pm on Thursday at St George’s 

Sunday, 12 September :   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am -  Parish Communion 

St John’s at 8.30am - Holy Communion 
and 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 
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Readings for Sunday, 5th September 2021 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose only Son has opened for us 
a new and living way into your presence: 
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 
to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

First reading:   James 2. 1-10, 14-17 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of  
favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine 
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor  
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take 
notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 
‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is 
poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and  
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that he has promised to those who love 
him? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you 
into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent 
name that was invoked over you? 
You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according 
to the scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For 
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it. 
 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say 
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save 
you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply 
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith 
by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

The Gospel:   Mark 7. 24-37 
From there Jesus set out and went away to the region 
of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape no-
tice, but a woman whose little daughter had an un-
clean spirit immediately heard about him, and she 
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman 
was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to 
her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’      
                cont...  

Gospel cont. 

But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to her, 
‘For saying that, you may go—the demon has left 
your daughter.’ So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went 
by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the 
region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they 
begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside 
in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and 
said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And 
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered 
them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, 
the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were 
astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and 
the mute to speak.’ 
 
Post Communion 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching  
and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am 
Tuesday on Zoom 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St George’s 
Church. 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


