Notices

Wednesday Worship - please note that there will be
no Wednesday Zoom Worship on 1 September, but
we will be back as usual the week after.
Community Festival and Produce Show—from 1pm
on Saturday 11 September at Falkland Cricket Club.
All welcome.
Another pilgrimage—but shorter… On Saturday 25
September you are invited to join a benefice
pilgrimage to St Michael and All Angels Church,
Enborne. More details to follow, but do put the date
in your diary.

News from West Berkshire Homeless Newbury Area
about their new ‘Friends 2 You’ Project
An exciting new phase is beginning for West
Berkshire Homeless and its clients. Still maintaining
the ‘moving on houses’ WBH are also working hard to
support those who have been housed by offering a
‘befriending’ service. For further details and how to
support this new initiative visit
www.westberkshirehomeless.co.uk or donate direct
to the Good Exchange Project.
Would you like to learn NT Greek? A course for
absolute beginners begins from 14 September at
10am at St George’s. Find out more from the office or
pick up a leaflet at church.
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When you think of the word radical, what comes to
mind? Perhaps a politician or activist advocating
revolutionary change, or an extreme transformation
of something that becomes ‘radically different’. But
the origin of the word radical is rather different and
comes from the Latin for ‘root’, with the earliest uses
of radical as being about the literal roots of trees and
plants.
In our Gospel reading today we see Jesus as the true
radical, stripping everything back to the root of the
matter as he confronts the religious leaders of his day
about their rituals and traditions. ’You abandon the
commandment of God and hold to human tradition’,
he says when they criticise him for not following the
rules of ritual washing. His words challenge the
Church in every age to stay radical, rooted and
grounded in the commandment of God, the word of
truth, as the reading from James puts it. Jesus the
true radical, at one with the Father, rooted in the
eternal and unchanging love of God, opens the way to
the centre, to the heart of the matter, and bids us
follow him.
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Please join the service broadcast on the Oxford Diocese link: www.oxford.anglican.org/coronaviruscovid-19-2/livestream And/or find a reflection for
the week from our own Benefice on our YouTube
channel http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
We return to broadcasting a eucharist from our
benefice on Sunday 5 September.
Upcoming services this week
Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom
and Thursdays at St George's Church.
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm. Back on 8 September.
Sunday, 5 September :
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - All-Age Communion
St John’s at 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 29th August 2021

The Collect
Almighty God,
who called your Church to bear witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:
help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
First reading: James 1. 17-27
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become
a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone
be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for
your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save
your souls.
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the
word and not doers, they are like those who look at
themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves
and, on going away, immediately forget what they
were like. But those who look into the perfect law,
the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers
who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in
their doing.
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their
tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is
worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained
by the world.
The Gospel: Mark 7. 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who
had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they
noticed that some of his disciples were eating with
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything
from the market unless they wash it; and there are
also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’
cont...

Gospel cont.

He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you
hypocrites, as it is written,
“This people honours me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.”
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to
human tradition.’
Then he called the crowd again and said to them,
‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile.’ For it is
from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’
Post Communion
God our creator,
you feed your children with the true manna,
the living bread from heaven:
let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage
until we come to that place
where hunger and thirst are no more;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
The wearing of facemasks is still recommended.
Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am
Wednesdays on Zoom
Thursdays at St George’s Church .

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

