Notices

Our Pilgrimage from Newbury to Oxford takes place
this weekend. If you would like to greet the pilgrims
at Christ Church Cathedral shortly after 3pm on Sunday and join us for a short service at the shrine of St
Frideswide then please simply turn up.
Another pilgrimage—but shorter… On Saturday 25
September you are invited to join a benefice pilgrimage to St Michael and All Angels Church, Enborne.
More details to follow, but do put the date in your
diary.

News from West Berkshire Homeless Newbury Area
about their new ‘Friends 2 You’ Project
An exciting new phase is beginning for West Berkshire Homeless and its clients. Still maintaining the
‘moving on houses’ WBH are also working hard to
support those who have been housed by offering a
‘befriending’ service. For further details and how to
support this new initiative visit
www.westberkshirehomeless.co.uk or donate direct
to the Good Exchange Project. WBH is totally funded
by donations and all those involved are volunteers,
with no paid members of staff. Thanks for your support.
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22nd August 2021
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
We are reminded in our Gospel reading that the disciples are on a journey with Jesus. They have followed
him, leaving their boats and families, travelling with him
on the way. We follow this journey Sunday by Sunday
in a three-year cycle of readings, and every summer the
theme turns to what the disciples must leave behind as
they follow Jesus to Jerusalem. They must put their
‘hand to the plough’ and not look back, there’s no time
to even bury the dead or say goodbye to loved ones,
they are to travel light, taking nothing for the journey.
But as we hear this Sunday some are now turning back
because Jesus has challenged the very heart of their
beliefs and traditions. ‘Do you also wish to go away?’
Jesus asks his closest followers. It’s such a poignant
question. The reply Simon Peter gives is attractively
pragmatic and strangely moving, ‘Lord, to whom can we
go? Only you have the words of eternal life’. It’s as if
Peter stands empty before Jesus, shrugging his shoulders, unable to comprehend why he would journey on
except that he cannot turn back because in Jesus he
sees God. It’s a moment of letting go for Peter as he
puts this relationship before anything else.
What to take? What to leave behind? Crucial questions
for every would-be disciple and pilgrim, and indeed for
the Church in every age.

Sunday Worship Online
Please join the service broadcast on the Oxford Diocese link: www.oxford.anglican.org/coronaviruscovid-19-2/livestream And/or find a reflection for
the week from our own Benefice on our YouTube
channel http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Upcoming services this week

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom
and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom.
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Sunday, 29th August:
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion
and 9.30am - Parish Communion
St John’s at 10.00am - Parish Communion

Readings for Sunday, 22nd August 2021

Gospel cont.

The Collect
God of constant mercy,
who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that
did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you
that no one can come to me unless it is granted by
the Father.’
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and
no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the
twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter
answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have
the words of eternal life. We have come to believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God.’

First reading: Ephesians 6. 10-20
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his
power. Put on the whole armour of God, so that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day,
and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your
waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil
one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere
in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so
that when I speak, a message may be given to me to
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that
I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

The Gospel: John 6. 56-69
Jesus said, ‘Those who eat my flesh and drink my
blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the
bread that came down from heaven, not like that
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one
who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This
teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it,
said to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you
were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he
was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is
useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit
and life. But among you there are some who do not
believe.’
cont...

Post Communion
God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
The wearing of facemasks is still recommended.
Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am
Wednesdays on Zoom
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

