
15th August 2021 
The Blessed Virgin Mary

‘Who are you Mary?’ 
Your answer to this question will probably be influ-
enced by the kind of church you were raised in, or 
heard from in school. It seems strange and sad that 
this most significant character in the bible has caused 
such a division in so many church traditions. 
Yet it was Mary’s “yes” - profound, humble and strong 
- which enabled God’s “yes” to the world. 
It was Mary’s vision of justice and peace that wove the 
melody of Hebrew longing, divine hope and holy  
wisdom (Sophia) into the ‘Magnificat’ a song which 
firmly places God’s ‘kingdom’ here on earth. 
It was Mary’s pierced heart, her sometimes confusion 
(and frustration), her anguished tears and her broken 
wait at an empty tomb which mirrors something of 
our own experience with Christ: A radiantly human 
experience of opening up to the divine call,  an honest 
realisation that this would be no easy journey. And 
moreover, this humanity nurtured Jesus, gave DNA to 
the Son of God, carried him around markets in Galilee, 
inspired him, taught him to be and to become. 
On this feast of Mary, may our hearts be open to all 
Mary shows us— the rawness and the richness of God.  

 
 
 
 
 
West Berkshire Foodbank is currently feeding over 
600 people per week, 3 times as many as in May. This 
is putting a severe strain on our stocks. Over the last 
4 months, we have sent out over 8.5 tonnes more 
than we have received. We rely totally on the amaz-
ing generosity of our local community for donations 
of food and donations of money to buy fresh fruit 
and vegetables. We are urgently in need of the basic 
items below and are appealing to you for help so we 
are able to continue to support the most vulnerable 
in our community - our neighbours in need. 
 

Tinned soup, Tinned vegetables, Tinned fruit, Baked 
Beans, Cup-a-Soups, Pasta Sauce, Ketchup, Long Life 
Fruit Juice, UHT Milk, Sugar, Healthy Snacks, Lunch 
Box Treats, Shower Gel, Shampoo, Non-Bio Washing 
Powder. Donations of money can be made through 
the website: www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk 
 

St John’s are now collecting for Newbury Soup  
Kitchen, if you would like to make a donation of  
essentials there is a collecting box at the back of 
church, (Soup Kitchen and FoodBank collaborate 
closely together—so Peter is not robbing Paul!) 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join the service broadcast on the Oxford Dio-
cese link: www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-
covid-19-2/livestream 
And/or find a reflection for the week from our own 
Benefice on our YouTube channel -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week
 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom 

and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom. 

Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 22nd August:   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion  
and 9.30am - Parish Communion 

St John’s at 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
https://newburysoupkitchen.org.uk/
https://newburysoupkitchen.org.uk/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/livestream/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/livestream/
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 15th August 2021 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
who looked upon the lowliness of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 
and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: 
grant that we who are redeemed by his blood 
may share with her in the glory of your  
eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
First reading:   Isaiah 61. 10-end 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
   my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to  
spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
   to spring up before all the nations.  
 
The Gospel:   Luke 1. 46-55 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his 
servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call 
me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud  
in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from  
their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’                                                                         

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
God most high, 
whose handmaid bore the Word made flesh: 
we thank you that in this sacrament of our 
redemption you visit us with your Holy Spirit 
and overshadow us by your power; 
strengthen us to walk with Mary the joyful path of 
obedience and so to bring forth the fruits of holiness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am 
Wednesdays on Zoom 
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


