
25th July 2021 
Feast of St James the Apostle

This coming Sunday we celebrate James the Apostle. 
The ‘James’ associated with the famous pilgrimage 
route to Santiago de Compostela. James was often 
called ‘the great’, was a Galilean fisherman who, with 
brother John, was one of the first apostles called by 
Jesus to follow him. The two brothers were with Je-
sus at his Transfiguration (which the Church com-
memorates shortly (6th August) and again in the gar-
den of Gethsemane. 
In our Gospel reading it is James and John, at the an-
noyance of the other followers, who ask Jesus if one 
could sit on his left and the other on his right. James 
gives us an image of faithful and obedient service to 
Jesus and who was not afraid to stand up for his faith. 
He was martyred for his determination to spread the 
good news and encourage more followers in the 
‘way’.  
The ‘way’, our way, is never easy, often rocky, uphill, 
downhill, it can be long, arduous & dry but it is all 
part of what it is to journey as fellow pilgrims of 
Christ on the road!   
Revd Julie 

 
 

Post-Lockdown Guidance  
The PCCs of both churches have met this week to 
discuss our path forward and are unanimous in the 
view that throwing all caution to the wind and  
dropping all safety measures at this point would  
result in many people not feeling able to attend 
church. So, guided by the desire to act with love and 
respect for all, we have decided to approach the  
lifting of restrictions in a gradual and pastorally  
sensitive way, benchmarking our decisions against 
the approach of other churches in our Deanery (none 
of which are lifting all restrictions) and on advice 
from the wider Church. 
 

Be assured that the situation will be constantly  
reviewed as we seek to get the balance right  
between the longed for return to normal and the  
ongoing concerns about the virus. Full details for 
each church are given in their weekly email. 
 

West Berkshire Foodbank – is running Hungry  
Holidays over the 6 weeks of the school summer  
holidays to support those families needing support 
during this time. They expect to cater for a further 
200 people per week which equates to an extra TWO 
TONNES of food a week!! The only way they can sup-
port these families is by the generous support of the 
community. Please continue to support using drop 
offs at the supermarkets or St George’s. 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Please note that Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat has 
now stopped for the summer .  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom 

and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom. 

Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 1st August:   
St George’s at 8.00am - Holy Communion (BCP)  
and 9.30am - Parish Communion 

St John’s at 10.00am - Parish Communion 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 25th July 2021 
 

The Collect 
Merciful God 
whose holy apostle Saint James,  
leaving his father and all that he had, 
was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 
and followed him even to death: 
help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, 
to be ready at all times to answer your call without 
delay; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 
First Reading:  Acts 11.27 - 12.2 
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and 
predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe 
famine over all the world; and this took place during 
the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that 
according to their ability, each would send relief to 
the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it 
to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
 
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon 
some who belonged to the church. He had James, the 
brother of John, killed with the sword. 
 
The Gospel:   Matthew 20. 20-28 
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him 
with her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a 
favour of him. And he said to her, ‘What do you 
want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons 
of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your kingdom.’ But Jesus answered, ‘You 
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to drink?’ They said to 
him, ‘We are able.’ He said to them, ‘You will indeed 
drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my 
left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared by my Father.’ 
 
When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two 
brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not 
be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wish-
es to be first among you must be your slave; just as 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
Almighty God, 
who on the day of Pentecost 
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the  
   gospel: 
by the power of the same Spirit 
strengthen us to witness to your truth 
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

The wearing of facemasks is still recommended. 
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am 
Wednesdays on Zoom 
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


