
11th July 2021 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

Mark’s story of the demise of John the baptiser is al-
most like a gothic horror, a macabre dispensing of a 
life - a mere whim at a dinner party held for the great 
and the powerful. Mark heralds ‘the end of the inno-
cence’ for the early church;  this good news of God’s 
reign of love on earth will mean that they are ex-
posed, caught in the space between faith and doubt. 
Last week the disciples were sent in vulnerability, this 
week we see what can happen to that vulnerability; 
and in John’s death of shame we feel the looming 
portent of another death of shame; divine vulnerabil-
ity in the hands of the powerful. 
So we might ask, what is the good news in this sober-
ing message? It’s a valid question, yet there is some-
thing profoundly and divinely human in it. 
To live, to love, to hope - to have faith - is a risky busi-
ness. We are exposed to suffering and loss, and feel 
deeply the wounds inflicted on others and our planet. 
Each are shadows of the other. The killing of John 
reminds us that love will cost us everything, and love 
will bring us life. 

 
 

Advance notice that for the five Sundays of August we 
will directing our online worshippers to services on the 
Oxford Diocese YouTube channel. More details to  
follow. 
 
Clergy Cricket match at Falkland Cricket Club  

TOMORROW 12 July from 1pm. We are hosting a cler-
gy cricket match at Falkland Cricket Club on Monday 
12 July - come and enjoy the entertainment … 

Pilgrimage to Oxford cathedral over 3 days 
(returning to Newbury each evening by minibus) Fri-
day 20 August—Sunday 22nd. If you are interested in 
joining all or part of this pilgrimage organised by St 
George’s church please don’t hesitate to contact Pe-
ter Wright via the Office for more information. 

 
 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Please note that Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat has 
now stopped for the summer .  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom 

and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom. 

Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 18 July: Eucharist at St George’s at 9.00am 
and 10.30am (booking is essential). 

Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 11th July 2021 
 

The Collect 
Creator God, 
you made us all in your image: 
may we discern you in all that we see, 
and serve you in all that we do; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

 
First Reading:  Ephesians 1. 3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritu-
al blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us 
in Christ before the foundation of the world to be ho-
ly and blameless before him in love. He destined us 
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained 
an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 
to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first 
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 
his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inher-
itance towards redemption as God’s own people, to 
the praise of his glory.  
  
The Gospel:   Mark 6. 14-29 
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become 
known. Some were saying, ‘John the baptizer has 
been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 
powers are at work in him.’ But others said, ‘It is Eli-
jah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’ 
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, 
bound him, and put him in prison on account of Hero-
dias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had 
married her. For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ And Hero-
dias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. 
But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing 
that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protect-
ed him. When he heard him, he was greatly per-
plexed; and yet he liked to listen to 
him.                                                                                  cont..

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Gospel cont. 
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for 
the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodi-
as came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his 
guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for what-
ever you wish, and I will give it.’ And he solemnly 
swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 
even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to 
her mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The 
head of John the baptizer.’ Immediately she rushed 
back to the king and requested, ‘I want you to give 
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.’ The king was deeply grieved; yet out of re-
gard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want 
to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of 
the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went 
and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on 
a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it 
to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, 
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 

Post Communion 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have led us to the living water: 
refresh and sustain us 
as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn in both churches.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am 
Wednesdays on Zoom 
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom 
 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


