Notices

Our congratulations go to Billy Drummond who will
be made the Mayor of Newbury on 27 June. Please
hold Billy and Sharon in your prayers as they begin
their year of public service to our town.
It’s wonderful to report that 9 candidates from across
the Deanery will be confirmed by Bishop Olivia at St
George’s at the end of the month. Please pray for the
4 candidates from our benefice: Maddie, Chloe, Karl
and Juliet.
APCMs—our Annual Church Meetings—are fast approaching… But at an unusual time of year and only
7 months since the last ones! We hope that we will
be able to hold them in person in our churches St John’s APCM is at 7pm on Thursday 24 June.
St George’s APCM is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 6 July.
More details to follow. If you would like to know
about the Church Electoral Roll (which is a kind of
register of all those who are part of a church and
which enables you to vote at APCMs) then please
don’t hesitate to get in touch with the Office or pick
up a form at the back of the churches or you can
download them from the website here:
https://stg-stj.org.uk/apcms-2021/

Key contacts
Vicar of Benefice
Revd Becky Bevan
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 524994
Day off Monday

Associate Vicar
Revd Gary Collins
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk

07986 901879
Day off Monday

Associate Priest—St George’s
Revd Terry Winrow
01635 45380
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk

13th June 2021
Second Sunday after Trinity
‘The kingdom of God is like…’ These words introduce
many of Jesus’ parables signalling that he is about to
open up his core mission and teaching. But how strange
that something as huge and as important as the coming
kingdom of God is talked about by Jesus in enigmatic
stories of small things in everyday settings – seeds
scattered on the ground, a mustard seed so tiny it can
hardly be seen … (and on other occasions, a pearl, a lost
coin, yeast mixed in dough…) The small, the humble, the
ordinary and often unnoticed, but each packed with
potential, with the scope for abundance.
Can it really be that the kingdom of God is like this? So
present, so here and now, so potent to bring new life,
so ready to be revealed in our midst? And that all it
takes to reveal God’s kingdom (which remember is the
place where God’s will is done) is to respond to the God
who is already there, to see and hear, to notice, to join
in with God’s wonderfully organic process of transformation … It couldn’t be this simple, could it? Not a great
big Mission Action Plan? Not a great big no doubts at all
Christian faith? As Jesus says, ‘Let anyone with ears to
hear, listen …’

Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk

Curate
Revd Julie Howell
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk

07919 207137
Day off Monday

Please note that Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat has
now stopped for the summer .

Benefice Office Manager
Alex Brown
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk

01635 41249
Day off Monday

Upcoming services this week

Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Website
Facebook

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom
and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom.
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Sunday, 20 June: Eucharist at St George’s at 9.00am
and 10.30am (booking is essential).
Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential).
Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube.

Readings for Sunday, 13th June 2021

The Collect
Faithful Creator,
whose mercy never fails:
deepen our faithfulness to you
and to your living Word,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Post Communion
Loving Father,
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your
Son:
sustain us with your Spirit,
that we may serve you here on earth
until our joy is complete in heaven,
and we share in the eternal banquet
with Jesus Christ our Lord.

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 5. 6-10; 14-17
So we are always confident; even though we know
that while we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord - for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away
from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether
we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. For all of us must appear before the judgement
seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense
for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have
died. And he died for all, so that those who live might
live no longer for themselves, but for him who died
and was raised for them.
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a
human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!
The Gospel: Mark 4. 26 - 34
Jesus also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone
would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout
and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces
of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once
he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has
come.’
He also said, ‘With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Face coverings must be worn in both churches.

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am
Wednesdays on Zoom
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom

With many such parables he spoke the word to them,
as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them
except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

