Notices
Newbury and District Organists' Association
lunchtime recitals— Clive Grant will be hosting an
organ recital at St George's Church on Saturday 12
June at 12 noon. There’s no charge but it’s important
to book a space via the office in the usual way. A retiring collection will be taken in aid of the church.
Advance notice of a date for your diary… We are
hosting a clergy cricket match at Falkland Cricket Club
on Monday 12 July - come and enjoy the entertainment ...
APCMs—our Annual Church Meetings—are fast approaching… But at an unusual time of year and only
7 months since the last ones! We hope that we will
be able to hold them in person in our churches St John’s APCM is at 7pm on Thursday 24 June.
St George’s APCM is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 6 July.
More details to follow. If you would like to know
about the Church Electoral Roll (which is a kind of
register of all those who are part of a church and
which enables you to vote at APCMs) then please
don’t hesitate to get in touch with the Office or pick
up a form at the back of the churches or you can
download them from the website here:
https://stg-stj.org.uk/apcms-2021/
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The first Sunday of liturgical ‘Ordinary Time’, the
other half of the year when the great events fade into
echoing memories, when the shifting seasons find a
calm equilibrium, and when the scripture readings
are harder to negotiate.
Which is certainly the case this week!
The confrontational and not-so-meek-and-mild Jesus
of Mark’s gospel is in full flow; challenging expectations, telling anyone who would listen that God is not
found in the places where they expect - indeed he is
not in the places we expect.
Which is why this Ordinary season - as dull as it may
sound - is just the kind of place to be surprised,
challenged and inspired.
As we continue to emerge from lockdown and consider the future life of our communities, may our prayer
be to remain always open to the disturbance and the
comfort of the one who makes the ordinary beautiful.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Please note that Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat has
now stopped for the summer and will be reviewed
in September.

Upcoming services this week
01635 41249
Day off Monday

Churchwardens
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Website
Facebook

6th June 2021
First Sunday after Trinity

www.stg-stj.org.uk
facebook.com/stjohnnewbury
facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom
and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom.
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Sunday, 13 June: Eucharist at St George’s at 9.00am
and 10.30am (booking is essential).
Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential).
Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube.

Readings for Sunday, 6th June 2021

Gospel cont.

The Collect
God of truth,
help us to keep your law of love
and to walk in ways of wisdom,
that we may find true life
in Jesus Christ your Son.
Amen
First Reading: 2 Corinthians 4. 13 - 5. 1
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in
accordance with scripture - ‘I believed, and so I spoke’
- we also believe, and so we speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us
also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his
presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that
grace, as it extends to more and more people, may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary
affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory
beyond all measure, because we look not at what can
be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be
seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
The Gospel: Mark 3. 20 - end
Then Jesus went home and the crowd came together
again, so that they could not even eat. When his
family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for
people were saying, ‘He has gone out of his
mind.’ And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, ‘He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the
demons he casts out demons.’ And he called them to
him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan
cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But
no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder
his property without first tying up the strong man;
then indeed the house can be plundered.
‘Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins
and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin’ - for they
had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’
cont...

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing
outside, they sent to him and called him. A crowd
was sitting around him; and they said to him, ‘Your
mother and your brothers and sisters are outside,
asking for you.’ And he replied, ‘Who are my mother
and my brothers?’ And looking at those who sat
around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my
brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother
and sister and mother.’
Post Communion
Eternal Father,
we thank you for nourishing us
with these heavenly gifts:
may our communion strengthen us in faith,
build us up in hope,
and make us grow in love;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Face coverings must be worn in both churches.
Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am
Wednesdays on Zoom
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

