EVENING PRAYER IONA STYLE
EASTER SEASON
Healing towards Wholeness
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Welcome to Evening Prayer Iona style,
with St George the Martyr Wash Common and
St. John the Evangelist, Newbury.
From earliest times, Christians gathered at regular hours during each
day and night to respond to God’s word with praise on behalf of all
creation and with intercession for the salvation of the world.

This evening prayer service is written in the style and spiritual purview
of the Celtic tradition. A tradition steeped in imagination, symbolism and
of God’s glory in all of creation.
We invite you to participate with us in this service as part of the
Eastertide season. The prayers are very simple to follow, with a short
reflection.
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The Greeting
The officiant says:

Come to us this night, O God,
Come to us with light.
The sign of light– a candle is lit
Speak to us this night, O God,
Speak to us your truth.
Dwell with us this night, O God,
Dwell with us in love.

Prayer of thanksgiving
Thanks be to you O Christ,
For the many gifts you have bestowed on us,
each day and night, each sea and land,
each weather fair, each calm, each wild.
Each night may we remember your mercy
given, so gently and generously.
Each thing we have received,
from you it came;
Each thing for which we hope,
from your love it will come;
Each thing we ask,
comes of your disposing.
Silence is kept.
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The Word of God
Psalmody
Psalm 98
Sing to the Lord a new song, •
for he has done marvellous things.
His own right hand and his holy arm •
have won for him the victory.
The Lord has made known his salvation; •
his deliverance has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness
towards the house of Israel, •
and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; •
break into singing and make music.
Make music to the Lord with the lyre, •
with the lyre and the voice of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn •
sound praises before the Lord, the King.
Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, •
the world and all that dwells upon it.
Let the rivers clap their hands •
and let the hills ring out together before the Lord,
for he comes to judge the earth.
In righteousness shall he judge the world •
and the peoples with equity.
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Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

God of life
O God of life, of all life and of each life,
we lay our lives before you.
We give our lives to you,
from whom nothing in us is hidden.
You are before us, God, you are behind;
You are around us, God, you are within.
O God of life,
you know the secret thoughts of every heart.
We bring the faith that is in us, and the doubt;
We bring the joy that is in us, and the sorrow.
O God of life, you are in the light, and in the darkness.
We bring the knowledge that is in us, and the ignorance;
We bring the hope that is in us, and the despair.
O God of life, O generous Spirit,
Renew us with your life,
Tonight, tomorrow and always.
Amen.

5

Gospel Reading
Luke 5.12.26
Once, when he was in one of the cities, there was a man covered with
leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he bowed with his face to the ground and
begged him, ‘Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.’ Then
Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, ‘I do choose. Be
made clean.’ Immediately the leprosy left him. And he ordered him to tell
no one. ‘Go’, he said, ‘and show yourself to the priest, and, as Moses
commanded, make an offering for your cleansing, for a testimony to
them.’ But now more than ever the word about Jesus spread abroad;
many crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of their diseases.
But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.

We call on the power of God
to meet us in our helplessness:
God in our thinking, God in our speaking.
We call on the clarity of God
to meet us in our confusion:
Godin our acting, God in our stillness.
We call on the mercy of God
to meet us in our brokenness:
Godin our waking, God in our sleeping.
We call on the Spirit of God to meet us in our division:
God in our meeting, God in our parting.

Iona Community prayer
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Gospel Canticle
The Magnificat
Refrain:
The stone which the builders have rejected
has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; •
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed; •
the Almighty has done great things for me
and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him, •
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm •
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones •
and lifting up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things •
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, •
to remember his promise of mercy,
The promise made to our ancestors, •
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Refrain:
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia.
Luke 1.46-55
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Prayers of Intercession
The response below may be used at the end of each bidding.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Collect
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
The Lord's Prayer
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
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Closing Responses
Now that evening falls,
gently fades the light;
moon replaces sun
and day takes leave of night.
Be with us in our resting.
Gratitude we raise
for the day that’s gone
and for love that stays
till dusk is kissed by dawn.
Be with us in our sleeping.
To the Maker’s care
we in faith commend
all we love and long for,
all we still intend.
Be with us in our waking.
Amen.
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