Notices

Congratulations and well done to Kathy Winrow
who has been awarded the Order of St Frideswide.
The Order of St Frideswide is a recognition of those
people who have made a distinctive and significant
contribution to the life and wellbeing of the Oxford
Diocese. Kathy has contributed significantly to the
Diocese, especially in the area of education where
she has taken a lead role for many years including
being chair of the Oxford Diocese Schools Trust - a
Multi Academy Trust of 38 Church of England Schools.
Newbury and District Organists' Association
lunchtime recitals— Clive Grant will be hosting an
organ recital at St George's Church on Saturday 12
June at 12 noon. There’s no charge but it’s important
to book a space via the office in the usual way. A retiring collection will be taken in aid of the church.
Anyone for Cricket? Advance notice of a date for
your diary… We are hosting a clergy cricket match at
Falkland Cricket Club on Monday 12 July. Helpers are
needed with refreshments (speak to Becky), but just
as important are spectators—the sun will of course
be shining ...

Greening St John’s The new project - starting small
like a seed but hoping to go big - is being kick-started
by the planting of Runner Beans on the South Wall.
Why not pay a visit, and cheer them along!
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It’s not an ice-cube, it’s not a clover, it’s not even a
Crème Egg. No it’s God!
Trinity Sunday can often find unwary clergy earnestly
trying to explain and illustrate the mystery of the
being of God, (as if any of us could do that!)
The doctrine of the Trinity is the early church’s
attempt to understand the relationship between God
the Source, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit… it was
a way to identify—but not to confine God within an
idea, (again, as if any of us could do that!).
Yet, for us to celebrate the relationship within God,
and moreover God as relationship is a deep and rich
way to consider Christian spirituality. As God is a relationship, giving, moving, active-not static; then so we
can recognise that we - all people, all of nature, and
the world planets, stars, atoms—exists by virtue of
relationship too. Echoing, and revealing the God of
relationship, the dance of the universe.
Sunday Worship Online
Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist
available on YouTube http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
Or go to the benefice website and click the link
www.stg-stj.org.uk
Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11.30am
Join with others from across the Benefice for a coffee
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.
Upcoming services this week
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30th May 2021
Trinity Sunday
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Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom
and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom.
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded
by chat at 7pm.
Thursday 3 June Benefice Eucharist for Corpus Christi, 12 noon at St John’s
Sunday, 6 June: Eucharist at St George’s at 9.00am
and 10.30am (booking is essential).
Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential).

Readings for Sunday, 30th May 2021

Gospel cont.

The Collect
Holy God,
faithful and unchanging:
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery
of your love,
that we may truly worship you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
First Reading: Romans 8. 12-17
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to
the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of
God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer
with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
The Gospel: John 3. 1-17
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus,
a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’
Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can
see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second
time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I
said to you, “You must be born from above.” The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these
things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell
you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven,
the Son of Man.
cont...

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.
Post Communion
Almighty and eternal God,
you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and
Holy Spirit,
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love:
hold us firm in this faith,
that we may know you in all your ways
and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory,
who are three Persons yet one God,
now and for ever.

Prayers for the week
Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email
with this newsletter includes prayers for named individuals, together with prayer intentions for the week
for our benefice, the local community and the wider
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or
the Office but please note that this must be done
with the permission of the named person.
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on
the website.

Open for personal prayer ...
St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.
(Access via the door on tower side.)
St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from
11.00am - 1.00pm.
Face coverings must be worn in both churches.
Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am
Wednesdays on Zoom
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on Zoom

In need of help?
If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request
contact the clergy on the numbers given here.

