
16th May 2021 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

The Sunday after Ascension Day

The mystery of the Ascension on Thursday evening 
will be still fresh in our minds..  The strange, (let’s be 
honest—weird), image of Jesus rising... to heaven. 
Well thankfully we’re not literalists still looking up at 
feet disappearing into clouds. But the symbolism is 
just as evocative, and just as challenging. Jesus is re-
turning (if that’s the right word) to become one with 
God - the trinitarian dance of the three, the God 
whose very nature is relationship. 
But if Jesus goes away, does that mean we are left 
behind, abandoned? Well for some, yes, that’s how 
this world feels, a ‘Sky God’ far removed from our 
everyday lives. What use is that? 
But Ascension asks a novel question; what has  
Jesus the human taken into God? Is something of all 
our humanity embraced as part of God?… Is God 
changed by this divine human?  
And then, something else.. a whisper like fire, a wind 
begins to stir... 

 
 

Come Dine with Us—thank you to Sue Wright and 
Bruce Blaine for organising another successful event. 
Around £500 was raised for Loose Ends—an amazing 
achievement! 
 
Service of Confirmation 
The postponed service planned for last November 
will now take place on Sunday 27th June at 4pm at St 
George’s and conducted by Bishop Olivia. Please let 
Revd Becky know if you would like to be confirmed.  

 

Morning Prayer has begun again as a gathered ser-
vice on Thursdays at 8.50am at St George’s (and with 
a zoom link for any who wish to join remotely).  
Over the coming months other weekday worship will 
begin again, so watch this space! 
 
Donations to the churches 
We have set up online fundraising pages for both 
churches which can be accessed from the home page 
of the website, or by clicking this link: 
www.stg-stj.org.uk/donations-to-st-george-and-st-
johns-churches 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11.30am  
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom 

and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom. 

Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 23 May 
Eucharist at St George’s at 9.00am and 10.30am 
(booking is essential). 

Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

Notices 

https://stg-stj.org.uk/donations-to-st-george-and-st-johns-churches/
https://stg-stj.org.uk/donations-to-st-george-and-st-johns-churches/
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 16th May 2021 
 

The Collect 
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

First Reading:  Acts 1. 15-17, 21-26 
In those days Peter stood up among the  
believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred and twenty people) and said, ‘Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 
through David foretold concerning Judas, who  
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in 
this ministry.’ 
 
So one of the men who have accompanied us 
throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 
these must become a witness with us to his  
resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two 
you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 
his own place.’ And they cast lots for them, and the 
lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles.  
 
The Gospel:   John 17. 6-19 
Jesus said, ‘I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their  
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer 
in the world, but they are in the world, and I am  
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one. While I was with them, I  
protected them in your name that you have given me. 
I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except 
the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled.  

cont...  

 
 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Gospel cont. 

But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things 
in the world so that they may have my joy made  
complete in themselves. I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil 
one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so 
I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.  
 
Post Communion 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer at 8.50am 
Wednesdays on zoom 
Thursdays at St George’s Church and on zoom 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


