
2nd May 2021 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Our faith is often challenged and we might wonder 
whether God is close to us. The disruption of the past 
year hasn’t helped and understandably many are left 
feeling a bit adrift. Our Gospel reading this Sunday 
with the image it offers of the true vine, the vine- 
grower and the branches, reminds us that God’s love 
in Christ is always reaching out to us, offering  
reunion, connection, inclusion. It’s an image of  
relationship as being the heart of the Church and love 
as the sap of the vine which renews and inspires 
doubting and fearful disciples … 
‘Abide in me as I abide in you’, says Jesus to the 
Church, ‘abide in my love’ - it’s a wonderfully  
spacious and generous invitation to let this love be 
our solace and our strength and our dwelling place. 

 

Donations to the churches 
As you can imagine, our churches have been facing 
greater financial challenges over these last 12 
months, without regular donations in the plate, and 
revenue from room rentals we are finding ourselves 
squeezed. 
We have set up online fundraising pages for both 
churches which can be accessed from the home page 
of the website, or by clicking this link: 
www.stg-stj.org.uk/donations-to-st-george-and-st-
johns-churches 

 

Service of Confirmation 
The postponed service planned for last November 
will now take place on Sunday 27th June at 4pm at St 
George’s and conducted by Bishop Olivia. Please let 
Revd Becky know if you would like to be confirmed.  

 

Morning Prayer will begin again as a gathered service 
on Thursdays at 8.50am at St George’s (and with a 
zoom link for any who wish to join remotely).  
Over the coming months other weekday worship will 
begin again, so watch this space! 

 

Christian Aid Week is 10th - 16th May. We need  
volunteers to distribute envelopes (no collecting this 
year). Contact Trevor Maines or the Office if you 
would like to help. In whatever way you can please 
support this campaign to help the world’s poor. 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11.30am  
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.  
 
 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays on Zoom 

and Thursdays at St George's Church and on Zoom. 

Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 9 May 
Eucharist at St George’s at 9.00am and 10.30am 
(booking is essential). 

Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

Notices 

https://stg-stj.org.uk/donations-to-st-george-and-st-johns-churches/
https://stg-stj.org.uk/donations-to-st-george-and-st-johns-churches/
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 2nd May 2021 
 

The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

First Reading:  Acts 8. 26-end 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and 
go towards the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness 
road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethi-
opian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over 
to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and 
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do 
you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, 
‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invit-
ed Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the pas-
sage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, 
and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
the good news about Jesus. As they were going along 
the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, 
and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 
into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found him-
self at Azotus, and as he was passing through the re-
gion, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea.  
 
The Gospel:   John 15. 1-8 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 

cont...  

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Gospel cont. 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch can-
not bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you 
can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branch-
es are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples.  
 
Post Communion 
Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth,  
    and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


