
25th April 2021 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

The sun is out, no mistaking…  but there is still a crisp 
chill in the air. Maybe a reminder of our vulnerability 
even as we look for signs of emerging hope. 
This week’s readings show something about vulnera-
bility and hope combined; sheep, shepherds and 
wolves - and strident words in the temple even while 
the apostles may well have feared for their lives. 
A mystery of humanity is revealed in these moments, 
in vulnerability and hope, in pain and love. 
This week we have been aware of many vulnerabili-
ties - Earth Day, the anniversary of Stephen  
Lawrence’s murder, justice for George Floyd and the 
growing covid desperation facing India. 
It is easy for us to feel overwhelmed, yet hope insists 
- springing from dark hidden soil.  
We cannot contain the Spirit of hope, we cannot con-
trol it, or force it...  but we can yet sense it - even in 
weakness; as we hunger for it, speak it, become it.   

 
 
 

Come Dine with Us  
We want to encourage more people to take part in 
our Come Dine with Us event in aid of Loose Ends on 
8th May so the deadline for signing up has been ex-
tended to Sunday 25th April.  
Please email events@st-george-newbury.org.uk as 
soon as possible to get your name on the list- don’t 
miss out! See the original invitation for more details. 
 
 
 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11.30am  
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays via Zoom. 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 2 May 
Eucharist at St George’s at 9am and 10.30am – NOTE 
NEW TIME (booking is essential). 

Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

Notices 

mailto:events@st-george-newbury.org.uk
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 25th April 2021 
 

The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

First Reading:  Acts 4. 5-12 
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assem-
bled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caia-
phas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. When they had made the prison-
ers stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what pow-
er or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today be-
cause of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be 
known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, 
that this man is standing before you in good health by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you cru-
cified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.” 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which 
we must be saved.’  
 
The Gospel:   John 10. 11-18 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because 
a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Fa-
ther. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have oth-
er sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 
will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order 
to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.’  

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good  
   shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise 
   again: 
keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
Also on Saturday 17th April. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


