
18th April 2021 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

Easter is over quickly in the shops  - the ‘seasonal 
aisle’ instantly stripped of its Easter offerings to make 
way for a new season of BBQs and gardening… But 
we stay in Easter for seven weeks in church as we 
wonder, explore and celebrate what it means to say 
that Christ is risen.  
In our Gospel reading today we are still in Easter day, 
that first day of the week, which began with the 
women coming to the tomb. We join the disciples 
again as darkness falls, and as Jesus comes to them in 
their despair, their confusion and grief with the 
promise of a new beginning.  
As we journey through this Easter season, and as we 
begin to emerge from lockdown and a long winter, 
the invitation Sunday after Sunday is to let Christ’s 
resurrection life be ours, and to be an Easter people 
in a world hungry for hope.    

 

Commemorating the life of HRH Prince Philip 

A short, said service will take place at 5.30pm on  
Friday 16th April at St George’s Church (booking  
required).  

 

High Sherriff’s Award  
Early this year, the four churchwardens nominated 
the Benefice Team for a community award in order to 
express love and gratitude for their efforts in keeping 
us connected in worship and fellowship during our 
times of lockdown because of Covid-19. The awards 
were initiated by the High Sheriff of Berkshire, to cel-
ebrate and to thank those who made exceptional 
efforts during this past year. Although we didn't win 
the community award, all nominees were recognised. 
The High Sheriff aptly noted that ‘every nominee was 
a winner’ - the certificate is attached to the mailing. 

 

Come Dine with Us on Saturday 8th May at 7pm on 
Zoom to celebrate (hopefully!) the approaching end 
of lockdown. Closing date for signing up is 20th April . 
 
St John's Baby and Toddler Tuesday morning group 
will resume meeting, weather permitting, in the City 
Playground (Andover Road) 9.30 to 11.15 this Tues-
day 20th. Parents/grandparents/carers are invited to 
come with their babies/toddlers and make new 
friends. 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 
available on YouTube  -  
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11.30am  
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.  

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays via Zoom. 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 25 April  
Eucharist at St George’s at 9am and 10.30am– NOTE 
NEW TIME (booking is essential). 

Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

Notices 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 18th April 2021 
 

The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

First Reading:  Acts 3. 12-19 
When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You 
Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we 
had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 
over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 
had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer giv-
en to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom 
God raised from the dead. To this we are witness-
es. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, 
as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what 
he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 
Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out. 
 
The Gospel:   Luke 24. 36-48 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself 
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought 
that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 
to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 
took it and ate in their presence. 
 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that every-
thing written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 
he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is 
to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm.  
Also on Saturday 17th April. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


