
11th April 2021 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

The disciples are afraid. 
Who wouldn't be? Those strong women and open-
hearted men have just witnessed their friend and 
teacher brutally executed as a lesson for all, ‘don’t 
rock the boat, don’t mess with the powers!’ 
If they could go for the leader, what chance would 
these fumblers and stumblers have? 
But then, we are told, Jesus comes and stands among 
them. How curious that the one in whom ‘we live and 
move and have our being’ stands among them and 
breathes on them—as opposed to them realising they 
are within God’s breath already? 
Maybe this enactment is needed to point to some-
thing deeper; to point to the holiness in them and 
around them - the holiness that resides in their tears 
and fears, and also their (soon to be found) boldness 
and courage.  
There is no separation; this suffering and risen one is 
within the very depths of us all. 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Food Bank Donations. Please keep supporting the 
Food Bank. The St George’s collection box is out eve-
ry day except Mondays. The list of most needed 
items is on our website and Face Book page.   
 
Shoemakers Christian book shop in the Arcade, Mar-
ket Place, Newbury will be re-opening on Tuesday 
13th April at 9.30am. 
 
Come Dine with Us on Saturday 8th May at 7pm on 
zoom to celebrate (hopefully!) the approaching end 
of lockdown. Put the date in your diary, more details 
to follow. 
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St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
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Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
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Sunday 11 April - Please note that for one week only 
we offer one service in each church at 10am, and  
invite those not able to attend in person to join the  
Oxford Diocese Church at Home Eucharist. https://
www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19-2/
livestream/ 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11.30am  
 

Sunday Worship Online 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays via Zoom. 
Wednesday Worship on Zoom at 7.30pm, preceded 
by chat at 7pm.  
Sunday, 18 April  
Eucharist at St George’s at 9am and 10.30am– NOTE 
NEW TIME (booking is essential). 

Eucharist at St John’s at 10.00am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

Blossom Trail. We are hoping to form our own 
blossom trail, identifying the places to marvel at 
Spring’s bright symphony of hope and colour. 
Please join us by sending in a photo, thought and/
or reflection. Keep sending your pictures in! 
www.stg-stj.org.uk/picture-gallery-blossom-trail-
2021 

Notices 
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Readings for Sunday, 11th April 2021 
 

The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 
Amen 
 

First Reading:  Acts 4. 32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of 
one heart and soul, and no one claimed private  
ownership of any possessions, but everything they 
owned was held in common. With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as 
many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at 
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as 
any had need.  
 

The Gospel:   John 20. 19-end 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, (Jewish Au-
thorities), Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disci-
ples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but  
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.’ 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that  
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 
Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


