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QUESTIONS 

A liturgy for the Wednesday of Holy Week 

Introductory music by Ellie Chadwick 

 Call to worship: 

 Lord, we gather in this week of weeks. 

Though separated, we gather to listen again to the voices 
 of those who surrounded you long ago. 

We gather to listen to one another and to our own hearts. 

We gather to listen for your voice by the presence of your Spirit. 

As we listen, look and seek understanding may we enter more deeply 

into the story of this week, 

and appreciate more fully the mystery of your love and passion. 

 Prayer

 

 

Reading: Mark 11:27-33 

They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the 
temple courts, the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders 
came to him. 'By what authority are you doing these things?' they 
asked. 'And who gave the authority to do this?' 

Jesus replied, 'I will ask you one  question. Answer me and I will tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. John's baptism - was it from 
heaven, or of human origin? Tell me!' 

They discussed it among themselves and said, 'If we say from heaven' 
he will ask, 'then why didn't you believe him?' But if we say, Of human 
origin...' (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really 
was a prophet). 

So they answered Jesus, 'We don't know' 

Jesus said, 'Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.' 
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Meditation: 

Jesus: 

‘I will ask you one question; answer me and I will tell you by 

what authority 

I do these things.’ 

 

Narrator: 

He was always doing that: answering a question with a question. 

Only twelve years old, on the annual trip to Jerusalem, and he was in 

the Temple listening and talking to the teachers and had lost track of 

time. His family had to backtrack for three days to find him! When they 

found him in the Temple, his mother cried out: ‘Child, why have you 

treated us like this? Look – your father and I have been sick with 

worry.’ 

 
Jesus: 

‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I’d 

be in my father’s house?’ 

 

Narrator: 

He was asleep in a boat, but his disciples were wide wake – a 

storm had blown up and they were being swamped. ‘Teacher, do 

you not care that we are perishing?’ He said to them: 

 

Jesus: 

‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ 

 

Narrator: 

When they questioned him about loving your enemies, he 

replied: 

 

Jesus: 

‘If you love only those who love you, what reward do you have? And if 

you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 

others?’ 
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Narrator: 

One evening he was on a hillside teaching; the crowds had followed 

him from town – word had spread and there were thousands of them. It 

was getting late, and the disciples were worried: ‘Master, send them 

away back to the towns to get something to eat.’ But he told them to 

feed them. ‘Two hundred denarii worth of bread wouldn’t feed this 

crowd!’ But he only said: 

 

Jesus: 

‘What do you have? Go and look.’ 

 

Narrator: 

And they found a way. 

 

So, you see, we shouldn’t be surprised that he answered the High 

Priests’ questions with a question. He’d been doing it all his life.  

We shouldn’t be surprised that sometimes there are more questions 

than answers: that Jesus smiles that enigmatic smile and urges us to 

think for ourselves. 

We shouldn’t be discouraged or cowed into not asking, because we 

come from an incredible tradition of questioners. 

 

Song: Questions (7eventh Time Down) 

 

Reality & Mystery: 

 

Justacross members talk about 3 images 

 

Song: When I survey (Verse 1 only) Ellie Chadwick 
 

Reflection (from Intercessions Handbook (1997), John Pritchard) 
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And now that you’ve asked your questions, listen to some questions 

Jesus asked.: 

 

Voice 1: 

‘Can you see anything?’ 

 

Voice 2: 

‘Who touched me?’ 

 

Voice 3: 

‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 

 

Response: ‘Listen to the word which God has spoken’  

(silence) 

 

Voice 1: 

‘Who do you say that I am?’ 

 

Voice 2: 

‘Why do you call me good?’ 

 

Voice 3: 

‘Who are you looking for?’ 

 

Response: ‘Listen to the word which God has spoken’ 

(silence) 

 

Poem: (Josie Gorbold) 

Small, meaningless but perfect 

A thick blanket lies over my small and meaningless body, 

Comparing my brittle bones to other mighty works of God, 

We are meek blades of grass blowing in the wind, 

An elephants stomps make a stamp on the world, 

Yet my step barely sends a ripple through the puddle, 

I am but a speck on a giant horizon, 

A grain of sand on a wide beach, 
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Yet I have been made different to everyone, 

The same as no one, 

Yet the same as everyone, 

Because everyone if different in the same way, 

God models every tiny lip of a newborn child, 

And every wrinkle on a grandparent’s skin, 

When everything could be the same in the world  

like a brick in a wall, 

When even bricks in walls are different, 

And everybody is moulded by God’s own caring hands 

 

(silence) 

 

Voice 1: 

‘Good or evil?’ 

 

Voice 2: 

‘Life or death?’ 

 

Voice 3: 
‘Don’t you understand?’ 

 

Response: ‘Listen to the word which God has spoken’ 

(silence) 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Music: He hears your heart (Efy) 
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