
14th March 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Lent  

and Mothering Sunday
Traditionally the Fourth Sunday of Lent was known as 
‘Refreshment Sunday’ when the fasting of the peni-
tential season could be relaxed. It became a day for 
people to make a journey to their ‘mother’ church 
and to be reunited with family members.  In more 
recent times the traditions of Refreshment Sunday 
were revived and given a new flavour by Constance 
Smith, a high church Anglican from Buckinghamshire, 
who wrote The Revival of Mothering Sunday in 1921. 
Interestingly, her book sees mothering as being about 
much more than biology, and explores Mothering 
Sunday as being about the Church as mother, and 
about the gifts of mother Earth, as well as being 
about Mary the mother of Jesus and of giving thanks 
for our own mothers. Perhaps her approach could 
help us in our own time to avoid the clichés of Moth-
ering Sunday and help us to embrace a wider under-
standing of this day of thanksgiving, refreshment and 
nurture. 

Notices... 

Mothering Sunday 14 March 
Our online all-age celebration for Mothering  
Sunday, brought to us by St George’s children and 
young people, will be available on YouTube from 
10am in the usual way.  
 

Evensong - an online service from St John’s Church 
will also be offered, available on YouTube from 4pm 
in the usual way.  

 

Holy Week - opportunities for worship and reflection 
will be offered for each day of Holy Week. Full details 
are on the website www.stg-stj.org.uk/lent-and-
easter.  

 

Lent Lunches at 12.30pm via Zoom—final week and 
not too late to join for the first time. Whether you 
can join in or not, please give generously to Christian 
Aid via the just-giving link on the Lent and Easter sec-
tion of our website. We have raised an amazing £900 
so far.   

 

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday - these are available 
from St George’s and St John’s during the times when 
the churches are open for personal prayer. (See over 
for times.) 
 
 
 
 

 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Sunday Worship Online 

Please join us at 10am for our All-Age Eucharist and 

at 4pm for Evensong both available on YouTube  -  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11am 
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.  
 

Benefice Eucharist ‘Telephone Church’ is  available 
for those not on the internet. Dial this number 01635 
959050  charged at local rate. 

Upcoming services this week
 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays via Zoom. 

Wednesday Evening Worship at 7.30pm via Zoom -
preceded by 7pm Zoom informal chat.   
Sunday, 21 March  
Eucharist at St George’s at 10am (booking is essential). 

Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 

https://stg-stj.org.uk/lent-and-easter/
https://stg-stj.org.uk/lent-and-easter/
http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 14th March 2021 
 

The Collect 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross  
    drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence  
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
First Reading:  Colossians 3. 12-17 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe  
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, 
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect  
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.   
 
The Gospel:  Luke 2. 33-35 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is  
destined for the falling and the rising of many in  
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.’  

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 

Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at the breast 
you feed us in this sacrament 
     with the food and drink of eternal life: 
help us who have tasted your goodness 
to grow in grace with the household of faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

Wednesday Worship continues on Zoom at 7.30pm  
 
These services are on the Zoom login given by email. 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 


