
7th March 2021 
The Third Sunday of Lent 

Surely no act in history can be more widely recognised 
than the crucifixion of Jesus. From millions and  
millions of crucifixes on church walls, paintings in art 
galleries, and crosses hung around people’s necks, the 
agonised figure of a man looks down at us. It is a 
strange and terrible distinguishing mark that sits at the 
centre of Christianity … As St Paul puts it in our first 
reading, ‘we proclaim Christ crucified’ - the power of 
God revealed in weakness, the wisdom of God per-
ceived as foolishness. Deeply paradoxical, and a  
mystery in the true sense, the crucifixion takes us to 
the heart of faith as we journey towards Jerusalem 
and contemplate with Paul the awesome mystery and 
power of eternal love. 

Notices... 

Mothering Sunday 14 March 
Our online all-age celebration for Mothering Sun-
day, brought to us by St George’s children and young 
people, will be available on YouTube from 10am next 
week in the usual way. We will be celebrating March 
birthdays in this online service so if you have a birth-
day in March, send a selfie to the Office before  
Thursday evening to be included in the celebrations. 

 

Evensong - an online service from St John’s Church 
will also be offered on 14 March, available on 
YouTube from 4pm in the usual way.  

 

Holy Week - opportunities for worship and reflection 
will be offered for each day of Holy Week. Full details 
will be on website from Tuesday.  

 

Lent Lunches at 12.30pm via Zoom and individually at 
home, supporting the work of Christian Aid. No need 
to book, just turn up! Whether you can join in or not, 
please give generously to Christian Aid via the justgiv-
ing link on the Lent and Easter section of our website. 
We have passed our £500 target - please help us to 
reach the new goal of £700!! Thank you so much.   

 
 

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday - these are available 
from St George’s and St John’s during the times when 
the churches are open for personal prayer. (See over 
for times.) 
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Sunday Worship Online 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 

available on YouTube  -  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11am 
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is in the weekly email.  
 

Benefice Eucharist ‘Telephone Church’ is  available 
for those not on the internet. Dial this number 01635 
959050  charged at local rate to hear the 10am bene-
fice service. 

Upcoming services this week
 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays via Zoom. 

 

Wednesday Evening Worship at 7.30pm via Zoom -
preceded by 7pm Zoom informal chat.   
 

Sunday, 14 March - Mothering Sunday 
Eucharist at St George’s at 10am (booking is essential). 

Benefice All-age Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 
Benefice Evensong at 4pm on YouTube  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 7th March 2021 
 

The Collect 
Eternal God, 
give us insight 
to discern your will for us, 
to give up what harms us, 
and to seek the perfection we are promised 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
First Reading:  1 Corinthians 1. 17-25 
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim 
the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that 
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its  
power.  
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the  
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength.  
 
The Gospel:  John 2. 13 - 22 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people  
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money-changers and overturned their 
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, 
‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my  
Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples  
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house 
will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What 
sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered 
them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and will 
you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of 
the temple of his body. After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken.  

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 

Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you,  
   the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

Wednesday Worship continues on Zoom at 7.30pm  
 
These services are on the Zoom login given by email. 

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 

Birthday Wishes!

Happy Birthday to Bernard Hughes, turning 90 this 
week.. what a milestone! Have a good day, from St J’s 


