
28th February 2021 
The Second Sunday of Lent 

Spring is definitely in the air. The sun blesses the sky 
with a different kind of light, and persistence of bird-
song stirs something deep within us. It’s a hopeful 
feeling,  compounded this year with signs of moving 
beyond lockdown. 
Hope comes in many guises—and sometimes un-
recognisable. It seems that this week’s gospel is like 
that. Peter—never too far from our own sentiments—
cannot grasp Jesus’ vision of the kingdom being 
wrapped in the suffering of the cross; which is why 
Peter takes Jesus ‘to one side’ to ‘rebuke’ him, 
(epitimen, literally, “shut up!”) 
He, and we, must face the Lenten task of moving be-
yond our ‘selves’ and facing the risk and gift of grow-
ing with ‘the other’ who challenges our expectations... 

Notices... 

Re-opening for gathered worship 
The St George’s PCC has decided that the church will 
begin to open from 7th March but in a gradual and 
cautious way starting with one gathered service at 
10am for the first three Sundays of March. We are 
aware that many are still shielding and many are not 
ready to return to gathering until their vaccinations 
take full effect, so we are working on the assumption 
that numbers attending will slowly build over the 
coming months. We also need to be sure that we 
have sufficient volunteers to undertake cleaning and 
stewarding before moving back to two services on a 
Sunday. As before it is essential to book for services 
by contacting the office by 2pm on Fridays.  
St John’s PCC will come to its own decision over the 
coming weeks about the right time to open taking 
account of the availability of volunteers etc but work-
ing towards gathering again before Easter. 
 
Lent Lunches at 12.30pm via Zoom and individually at 
home, supporting the work of Christian Aid. No need 
to book, just turn up! Whether you can join in or not, 
please give generously to Christian Aid via the justgiv-
ing link on the Lent and Easter section of our website. 
We have already raised half of our £500 target - 
please help us pass the goal.  
 
 

Key contacts

Vicar of Benefice 
Revd Becky Bevan 01635 524994 
bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd Gary Collins 07986 901879 
gcollins.priest@stg-stj.org.uk  Day off Monday 
 

Associate Priest—St George’s 
Revd Terry Winrow 01635 45380 
terry-winrow@st-george-newbury.org.uk 
 

Curate 
Revd Julie Howell 07919 207137  
jhowell.curate@stg-stj.org.uk Day off Monday 
 

Benefice Office Manager  
Alex Brown 01635 41249  
alex.brown@stg-stj.org.uk day off Monday 

Churchwardens 
St John’s David Oats, Alison Foulkes 
churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk 
St George’s Rita Gardner, John Huckle 
churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org.uk 

Website www.stg-stj.org.uk 
Facebook facebook.com/stjohnnewbury 
 facebook.com/StGeorgesNewbury 

Sunday Worship Online 

Please join us at 10am for our Benefice Eucharist 

available on YouTube  -  

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj  

Or go to the benefice website and click the link 
www.stg-stj.org.uk 
 

Sunday Zoom Coffee and Chat at 11am 
Join with others from across the Benefice for a  coffee 
and chat. The Zoom link is given in the email which 
accompanies this newsletter.  
 

Benefice Eucharist ‘Telephone Church’ is  available 
for those not on the internet.  
Dial this number 01635 959050 which is charged at 
local rate to hear the 10am benefice service. 

Upcoming services this week

 

Morning Prayer at 8.50am, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays via Zoom. 
 

Wednesday Evening Worship at 7.30pm via Zoom—
preceded by 7pm zoom informal chat.   
 

Sunday, 7 March - Third Sunday of Lent. 
Benefice Eucharist at 10.00am on YouTube. 
Eucharist at St George’s Church at 10am (booking is 
essential). 

http://tiny.cc/stg-stj
http://www.stg-stj.org.uk


Readings for Sunday, 28th February 2021 
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
First Reading:  Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blame-
less. And I will make my covenant between me and 
you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for 
me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall 
your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abra-
ham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multi-
tude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me 
and you, and your offspring after you throughout 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your offspring after you. 
 

God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you 
shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I 
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 
 

The Gospel:  Mark 8. 31-end 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.’ 
 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

Prayers for the week 

Prayer is at the heart of everything we do.  
The Weekly Prayer Diary that is sent out by email 
with this newsletter includes prayers for named indi-
viduals, together with prayer intentions for the week 
for our benefice, the local community and the wider 
world. Names can be added by contacting clergy or 
the Office but please note that this must be done 
with the permission of the named person.  
The full monthly cycle of prayer can be found on  
the website. 

Post Communion 

Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves to  
     help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
     which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts  
    which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 

Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday - these are available 
from St George’s and St John’s during the times when 
the churches are open for personal prayer  
(see below).  
 

Open for personal prayer ...

St George’s Church is open on Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10.00am - 2.00pm 
and on Sundays from 9am - 2pm. 
(Access via the door on tower side.)   
CLOSED ON TUESDAY THIS WEEK. 
 

St John’s Church is open on Wednesdays from 
11.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

Face coverings must be worn.  
 

Benefice Morning Prayer is on Zoom 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8.50am. 
 

Wednesday Worship continues on Zoom at 7.30pm  

In need of help?

If you need a listening ear, or have a prayer request 
contact the clergy on the numbers given here. 

Birthday Wishes!

Happy Birthday to Bernard Hughes, turning 90 this 
week.. what a milestone! Have a good day, from St J’s 


